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‘Carlos living in Syria* 

PARIS (R) — Bich fUmires Sudm, the Veoezudm-bofp ieienmiom4* 
gnemllx known as “Cftflos the Jackal," is living in Damascus as a gocsi of 
At Syrian government, the F r en ch magazine ['Express njd Wednesday. 
The weekly magazine eud Sanchez Wks carrying a Syrian passport in foe 
nameofMichd AssaL It gave no source for the report but said the French 
Justice Ministry bad reissued a 14-year-oJd arrest warrant against him in 
connection with die killing of two policemen in Park in 1975. jyiffrre, 
living in a foor-storey apartment Mode in the phxsh Mazzc suburb, 
proposed bst year to attack a U.S. military base in Greece, the report said. 
Syria turned down the offer. L’Express said Westers aervieM 

established that Sanchez had recently contacted Iranian 

r euiesema avcs fata tamed down an otter tn Ml -rifa *»vr*~* ~ 

wasted in co nnec ti o n with a series of kfflmgs and bomb m the 

1970s and eariy 1980. He has contacts with many Arab and European 
godriBa groups, He is suspected of invohement in an Air France airliner 
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AIR FRANCE CONFIRMS ITS FLIGHTS 
BETWEEN AMMAN AND PARIS 

Contrary ro certain false rumours. AIR FRANCE, 
AMMAN asserts the continuation of its 2 weekly flights to 
Paris every Wednesday and Saturday departing QAIA at 
22:50 and arriving in Paris-Charles de GauIIes at 06:35 
offering convenient connections to 197 cities in 75 
countries. 

AIR FRANCE rests at your service through your travel 
agent or our office in SHME3S ANI . 
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-o^ e ^Kins meets 

ro avoifJ^U^. congressman 

F missed AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
a whole y r King Husseil1 Wednesday held 
gain, bftalks with U.S. congressman 

■xis and car i Wayne Owens (Democrat — 
*s to spi% ^Utah), the Jordan news agency, 
cycles po k]J 1 ^: Petra » said - T&© meeting was 
■se, a rw^J^attonded by tbe A 0161 ! 0 * 0 
pol icerrvSk.>^ ambassador here, the agency 
n 1 sm^said- It did not give details. It 

’ 1 77 Vy-_ ' g- - 


police ca meeting between 

Jie etam ^ tithe Eng and Owens, a member 
ies 0,1 •ifcfof die House of Representatives 
.tare ^Foreign Affaire Committee, af- 
L ThiB ^P^ytts^ter the Gulf crisis erupted Aug. 
■ ■ Before arriving in Amman 

.J , e “ fei tfris time, Owens held talks with 
the night Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 


_j « xams ® j ^ 

f-Arafat In Uganda 


■ ner wa « 5 , 

V*l S'? ^ KAMPALA (AP) — Palestine 
V ‘ Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
PaT «B £ leader Yasser Arafat, who 
I .“1 s already has conferred with two 

ae the cbq* African heads of state in as many 
rneir childrens^ days, arrived Wednesday for a 
. two-day working visit. President 

£ police Yoweri Museveni was at Enteb- 

^rkerstnfc 1 * t ntcma ^ OQa l airport to greet 
- ™ Arafat, who arrived aboard a 

* ■ SSG Libyan airlines passenger plane. 

The two were expected to bold 
'Vo ■ APt — Snp official talks, but officials would 
tried to it not say on what. Arafat earlier 
jrr.iTtiriaaai? Wednesday met for 35 minutes 
■cad bui were if in Tanzania’s capital Dodoma 
± newspaper e with President Ali Hassan 
. The head offc Mwinyi. On Tuesday, he arrived 
as* office u & in Harare, Zimbabwe, for talks 
district, assud President Robert Mugabe, 
employees, badst Sources said the two tfisenssed 
.■onrerninesanai Middle East. 

■at. -znocolaie. 1 

ece:ab>e d. m League pays out 

compensation 

oothbrjMes. ns 

ui:s and dasdS (CAIRO (R) — The Arab 
se zovermraaiH? League has started paying oti£ 
da jisd. Hkbb»$ 19 million in compensation to 
1 icr distrito* more than 200 staff laid off after 
he sick snd drift moved its headquarters' back 
r-pered. Hufei to Cairo* league sources said. The 
of rood. mc&® sources said the workers were 
d has teen flowt mainly Tunisians and Egyptians 
et t_-nion ftomdG bnt gave no breakdown. The 
t§ -’■’ks as etRTffi league sources said Saadi Arabia 
L^vV'ons rnP^and Kuwait contributed S5 mil- 
'V shoraits^ 11011 «■** to a compensation 
ground. The United Arab Emirates 
^ U1 ‘- ' gave S2 milli on. The rest was 
provided from the league's 

k director budget. 

r^ni^Moroccan editor 
<a. 3 rw i?^o stand trial 

)r>o dot 

cd director ]“»RaBaT (r) _ Abdul Karim 
.5 v-ork on te^Ghallab, editor of the Moroccan 
:n jcr bea'TP^oppoation daily AI Alam, has 
r , Bishop ^p>een indicted for allegedly ineit- 
■«*";oid some l“ing unrest in a report about last 
- k i n £ rlo^weekend’s riots in Fez, the paper 
’"he Vcripi of® said Wednesday. Pubhsbed in 
c-'L nf The ^ Arabic by the oktguard Istiqlal 

4 t . • l M 1 . 1 I ■ r.r 


vjtKtf" 


", ' r orodtKti* 1 ^jParty. Alam is Morocco’s oldest 
> - 'or M 3 ^ ^ newspaper. Ghallab is due 
uu naD^to appear for trial in Rabat Dec. 

~ Ka °% 2S ' 

3 o i y con’^ Japanese woman 

jrriokin?- . ,^tO head UNHCR 

• :he Af 

messace- ((UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

hi> ejiSadako Ogata, a Japanese pro- 
for fessor of foreign relations with 
‘ re d ‘Uaperience in the U.N. Chil- 
..—le&s d'^Kdren'k Fund, has been nomin- 
di£ Vu? 0 *^ “led as the next U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 


ntf * 3 

uni ?* 5 


. Ufl|| [UNHCR), diplomatic sources 
V-l, irij|l 5aid WeAiesday. The sources, 
afi W*I" ” the office of Secretary- 


, PI ✓ general Javier Perez de C u ella r 
,’GEL^V to announce Mrs. Ogata’s 

*1 ^^Onnnatioc Wednesday. His 


General Assembly 
.'-ajided v [jy aofihmation on Friday, the 
d «^ said. 

■:e Moscow proposes 

.fit nuclear cuts 

^‘-rt^d^JpfOSGOW (R) — The Soviet 
" ' Wednesday proposed an 

e siofi®® 2 ^towfiate meeting with the Un* 
^-jd a States to work out a time- 

for cutring short-range nuc- 
S torces (SNF) in Europe, 

fflfljc- Ytff - weign Ministry spokesman 

Chnridn said although 
3 . ~tnit i‘ sides wanted the axes, they 


C K.it to agree on a specific date 

1 nf ^ beginning of the negoiia. 

1 “1 Chirelrin told a news 

be ^Itiefing. “We propose at the 

?kg; u *sS ^idiest possible convenience, in 

,f jjjfl [Unsitr 1 wvf tmir fa r nusimrtle. 
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House endorses 
budget for 1991 

By Abdullah Hasanat scribes reduced spending and D 0/4 fQ n 
Jordan T hum »«*wr<-r increased revenues in order to DuU I CX\ 1 


By Abdullah Hasanat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Wednesday 
approved the 1991 budget after 
making a JD 10 minion cut in 
expenditure allocations in the 
JD 1.1 billion budget. 

The 50-25 vote also showed a 
spirt in the ranks of the Muslim 
Brotherhood bloc; 10 voted 
against the budget while 22 
voted in favour. 

Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
tan. Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh and 22 deputies addressed 
the session that ran fiom 930 in 
the morning until 7:30 in the 
evening. Both die Nationalist 
and Democratic blocs voted 
against the budget. 

Many deputies who addressed 
the House Wednesday com- 
plained that die draft budget did 
not include a comprehensive 
outlook to address the King- 
dom’s problems, but was rather 
a continuation on the same path 
of previous budgets. 

Deputy Mansour Murad 
(Democratic Bloc, Amman), 
charged that the budget followed 
the World Bank policy that pre- 


scribes reduced spending and 
increased revenues in order to 
decrease deficit. 

This policy, be argued, results 
in increased unemployment and 
prevents a radical change in the 
economy’s infrastructure. 

"The only real and scientific 
solution to the economic crisis of 
this country is the development 
of the production sector — agri- 
culture, industry and energy." 
be said adding that that required 
reforms in the country's adminis- 
trative sector. 

He said it was “unbelievable 
that no funds were earmarked to 
fortify the defences of villages on 
foe borders faring the Zionist 
enemy." 

He said that the budget, aim- 
ing at more revenues, had put 
the tax burden on the poor who 
were becoming poorer. 

lake many other deputies, 
Murad criticised the govern- 
ment’s handling of the Petra 
Bank affair. The bank was taken 
over by tbe government by mar- 
tial law decree in 1.989. 

“Tbe Centra] Bank pobey of 
bailing out Pena Bank with JD 

(Continued on page 5) 


replies to 
deputies’ 
comments 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran Wednesday said 
that 90 per cent of dvil servants 
who in the past lost their jobs for 
political reasons would be rein- 
stated by the end of this year. 

Answering deputies’ charges 
that his government wavered on 
a pledge it made earlier, Badran 
told the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment that 372 out of the 544 
applicants were reinstated. 

Speaking minutes before tbe 
House passed the 1991 budget 
by a 50-25 vote, Badran said that 
since Jordan had chosen to stand 
by its national obligations and 
would accept hardships for the 
sake of the Arab Nation's higher 
hue rests, the government had 
drafted its budget on tbe basis of 
self-reliance and that Jordanians 

(Continued on page 5) 


Crown 

Prince 

restates 

position 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday reiterated Jordan's 
call for a peaceful solution to foe 
Gulf crisis. 

In an interview with foe Brit- 
ish Independent Television 
News (ENT), Prince Hassan said 
negotiations on implementing 
U.N. resolutions should be tbe 
basis for a settlement. 

Asked how be evaluated the 
situation, the Crown Prince said: 

“What we heard today is the 
possibility, and I believe this is 
President Bush again, that foe 
(U.S. -Iraqi) talks may take 
place. On the other hand, of 
course, the Arab contribution to 
resolving the Iraqi-Kuwaiti crisis 
by inviting Iraq and Kuwait :c 
calks directly, Iraq and the 
Saudis (is not in foe offing since 
(he Algerian president has re- 
turned. And I call it a contribu- 
tion not a solution as such be- 
cause once these taks start in 

(Continued on page 5j 
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One million J ordanians 
live below poverty line 


By P.V. Vjvcfcanand 

Jordan Times Reporter 

AMMAN — Over one milli on 
jordanians live below tbe 
poverty line and 130,000 to 
160,000 of them in “absolute 
poverty ,” United Nations offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

The finding, as revealed by 
a preliminary survey, was 
annouced at the formal laun- 
ching of tbe Unired Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
“the State of the World’s Chil- 
dren 1991" by UNICEF Re- 
gional Director Richard Reid 
and his deputy Nigel Fisher. 

Tbe survey, conducted by 
UNICEF teams assisted by 
government officials, covered 
500 families in 33 distinct 


areas all over tbe Kingdom, 
they said. 

Reid, addressing a press 
conference, described the 
finding as “shocking" and 
Fisher said the figures were 
“conservative" and were ar- 
rived at after taking into con- 
sideration that 20 per cent of 
tbe Jordanian population 
were determined by a i9S8 
finding as below tbe poverty 
line and three per cent as in 
absolute poverty. 

Tbe parameters that guided 
the survey, Fisher explained, 
were based on an income of 
JD 89 per household per 
month as tbe poverty line and 
an income below that as 
"absolute poverty’’ where the 
family is unable to meet its 


basic food needs. 

"We have bad our survev 

P 

teams coming back in tears 
after a day outside with 
seems of families living ou 
bread and tea and a few toma- 
toes... of a girl attending 
school fainting because she 
had not eaten since it was the 
boy’s turn to eat at borne that 
day," Reid said. 

In another case, be said, a 
mother had to sketch an apple 
and ask her demanding son to 
“enjoy the taste of it" since 
she could not afford to buy an 
apple for him. 

A family of 11 in Zarqa told 
surveyors that it had bad "two 
eggs, bread and tea" over the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Gulf force will not be ready 
for war by Jan. 15 deadline 


U.N. vote Mitterrand sees Gulf solution 
deferred possible, may take initiative 


deferred 

again 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
United States and its opponents 
in the Security Council Wednes- 
day were dose to resolving key 
disputes over a resolution on 
Israel’s treatment of Palesti- 
nians, but their differences again 
delayed voting. 

“We are ext r emely dose to a 
final settlement of these prob- 
lems,’’ said Finnish Ambassador 
Klaus Tomudd, the mediator 
between Washington and four 
co-sponsoxs of the resolution — 
Colombia, Cuba, Malaysia and 
Yemen. 

"It is almost agreed but there 
are stiD a couple of problems 
which in our opinion could be 
settled quickly if we could set 
oar mind* to it and concen- 
trate...” he told the council 
shortly before members voted 
for another delay. 

A new meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday morning bnt many 
diplomats would not predict a 
vote then either. 

In Wednesday's formal vote to 
suspend the meeting, which has 
been postponed at least seven 
times in two weeks, France and 
Omni supported the four spon- 
sors in voting against a delay 
while the otter nine members 
backed the postponement. 

In an effort to find a middle 
ground, Tomudd has drafted his 
own resolution combining U.S. 
prosposals and language fiom 
the orignal draft by tbe four 
non-aligned countries. 

This resolution seeks ways to 
protect Palestinians in the 
Israeli-occupied territories, in- 
cluding Jerusalem, and criticises 

Israel for its resumption of ex- 
pulsions. But it relegates specific 
mention of an international 
peace conference between Israel 
in a non-binding statement. 

(Continued on page 5) 


PARIS (Agencies) — President 
Francois Mitterrand said 
Wednesday that a peaceful set- 
tlement of the Gulf crisis re- 
mained possible and declared 
'that France “isn’t prohibited 
fiom taking initiatives" to avoid 
war. 

He reaffirmed France’s com- 
mitment to participate if military 
action was launched in accord- 
ance with U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. Bnt be said France 
bad no plans to further increase 
its force in Saudi Arabia beyond 
tbe nearly 10,000 troops now 
there or en route. 

“Until tbe deadline, one must 
hope that dialogue can take 
place here and there," he said. 
“France, in tbe open, not acting 


in silence but in conformity with 
the U.N.'s objectives and in 
consultation with its Western 
partners, is not prohibited from 
taking initiatives of this type.” 

Mitterrand indicated that the 
proposed U.S. -Iraqi talks, prob- 
ably were doomed because of a 
dispute over dates. If it becomes 
definite that these talks will not 
occur, he said, France might 
take an initiative along with its 
European allies. 

Between now and Jan. 15, the 
Security Council's deadline for 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait, 
“many things are possible.” Mit- 
terrand said. “It’s not forbidden 
to hope." 

However, Mitterrand reiter- 
ated French’s firm support for 


tbe Security Council's demand 
that Iraq withdraw unilaterally 
and totally. Any partial with- 
drawal would not be sufficient, 
be said. 

'Time is passing," he said. 
“The leaders of Iraq, and parti- 
cularly the president must have a 
dear awareness of the risks they 
are running." 

He said France remains 
“faithful to its proposal for an 
international conference" on the 
problems of the Middle East. 

Even if the Gulf crisis in 
Kuwait is resolved, “we must 
look at ways to put order in foe 
region, to control arms, as we 
are doing in Europe — not 

(Continued on page Ji 


RIYADH (Agencies) — One of 
U.S. President George Bush’s 
top military deputies in tbe Gulf 
said Wednesday that U.S. troops 
would not be ready to mount an 
offensive by the Jan. 15 United 
Nations deadline for Iraq to 
leave Kuwait. 

Lieutenant-genera] Calvin A. 
H. Waller, tbe deputy comman- 
der of all U.S. forces in foe Gulf, 
voiced that assessment after a 
meeting with Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney, chairman of tbe 
Joint Chiefs of Staff General 
Colin Powell and Gen. H. Nor- 
man Schwarzkopf, field com- 
mander of foe American deploy- 
ment. 

Cheney earlier bad made simi- 
lar comments ro reporters 
travelling with him to Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Waller told reporters the full 
.American deployment would 


reach about 430,000 troops by 
mid-January but that late- 
arriving armoured units would 
not be combat ready for some 
time, perhaps not until a month 
past the Jan. 15. 

The United Nations has given 
Iraq until Jan. 15 to reverse its 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

Asked bow be would respond 
if Bush wanted to order a strike 
on Iraqi forces before the full 
complement of Americatt 
ground forces was ready. Waller 
said, “I’d teD him, ’no. I'm not 
ready to do the job’." 

Walter said be did not antici- 
pate BBush ordering an attack 
immediately if Iraq ignore the 
United Nations deadline . He 
said be believed Bush already 
had been advised that U.S. 
“forces will not be ready for 
combat activities until sometime 
after tbe I5th of the month." 


Waller spoke in a candid, 30- 
minute session with reporters 
travelling with Cheney and 
Powell on their first joint visit to 
Saudi Arabia. 

Cheney acknowledged en 
route that some ground forces 
on tbe way to Saudi Arabia from 
Kansas and Germany likely 
would not be combat-ready by 
mid-January. 

But Waller was the first senior 
military officer to say publicly 
that he would oppose any U.S.- 
led military strike until the full 
forces was in place. 

“I would say to the president 
and to the secretary and to the 
chairman of tbe Joint Chiefs of 
Staff that until our full comple- 
ment of forces are on the ground 
that we should not initiate hos- 
tile activities,” Waller said. 

(Continued on page 5j 
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Hoss resigns; Geagea, 
Junblatt reject change 


Benjedid to take Gulf peace 
mission to France and Italy 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Prune 
Minster Salim Al Hoss made 
way for a national reconciliation 
government charged with ending 
15 years of dvil war by resigning 
Wednesday. But Lebanon’s two 
strongest militias announced re- 
servations about foe change. 

ft 

Hoss, who formed his govern- 
ment last Nov. 25, presented foe 
resignation of his 14-member 
cabinet to President Elias Hra- 
wi, who asked Hoss to stay on as 
the caretaker premier. 

“The president fhantwl foe 
premier and tbe ministers for 
their cooperation with him and 
for the efforts they exerted to 
achieve foe march of national 
recondliatkm,” foe president’s 
office said in a statement. 

The new cabinet will be 
charged with drafting a plan to 
disband tbe private armies that 
have fought Lebanon’s civil war 
since 1975. It is expected to 
include members from the main 


waning militia* as well as politic- 
al parties. 

However, foe two strongest 
militias, Samir Geagea’s 
Lebanese Forces and Walid 
Junblatt *s Progressive S^aKcr 
Party (PSP), expressed doubts 
about the plan. 

“Tbe way the president is 
dealing with the question of a 
new government indicates he 
might bring in an untidy govern- 
ment that would stumble upon 
its first steps,” Junblatt’s party 
said. “This could create a 
dangerous power vacuum." 

Jim Wan, a member of the 
outgoing cabinet, has publicly 
accused Hrawi of corruption and 
favourtism. Hrawi ’s aides coun- 
tered by charging Junblatt with 
“corrupt deeds" in his ministry 
of public works. 

The Lebanese Forces militia 
said in a statement that Geagea 
“will not take part in the new 
cabinet... because it looks like it 



Salhn Al BOSS 

is going to be a tower of Babel." 

Hoss, 61, an Ameriean- 
educated banker turned politi- 
cian, said before his resignation 
that be would not accept a new 
term. The outgoing cabinet was 
the fourth he headed -since 1976. 

Omar Karami, foe outgoing 
education minister, has been 
widely tipped by Lebanon's 

media to be foe next premier. 
Tbe 55-year-old lawyer inherited 
the leadership of Lebanon's 
second largest city, Tripoli, from 
his elder brother, the late Prime 
Minister Rashid Karami. 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian Presi- 
dent Chadli Benjedid, back from 
a nine-nation Middle East tour, 
will also visit Paris and Rome in 
search of a solution to foe Gulf 
crisis. 

Foreign Minister Sid Ahmad 
Gbozab denied Benjedid’s week- 
long tour had been a failure, 
saying Algeria still hoped to avert 
war and would widen the scope of 
its efforts to include other Arab 
and non-Arab countries. 

“It could not have been a 
failure because it was a mission of 
d ir ect contact, exploration and 
communication,” Gbozali said 
late Tuesday. “Tbe best proof is 
that we are continuing. ** 

Benjedid’s visits to Paris and 
Rome were imminent, be told 
reporters, adding that a new in- 
ternational initiative on the 
Palestinian question would help 
to unblock the current deadlock 
in Gulf peace efforts. 
“Something credible, concrete, 

I am not saying a solution to foe 
Palestinian question, would be 
not only a decisive gesture to set 
tbe scene... but indispensable to 
us as Arabs," Ghozali said. 

France is a permanent member 


of the United Nations Security 
Council and Italy is current presi- 
dent of the European Commun- 
hy. 

Benjedid, who has just re- 
turned from visiting Jordan, Iraq, 
Iran, Oman, Syria, Lebanon, 
Egypt, Tunisia and Libya, has 
denied carrying any specific 
peace plan. Ghozali said careful 
preparation was needed before 
moving to that stage. 

The Algerian president has 
also announced his intention to 
visit Saudi Arabia, where hun- 
dreds of thousands of U.S. and 
»ni«< troops are massing near foe 
border with Iraq and Kuwait. 

Algeria, a seasoned mediator 
in Middle East crises, reactivated 
its diplomacy weeks ah«»arf of foe 
U.N.’s Jan. 15 deadline for Iiaq 
to withdraw from Kuwait or face 
war. 

Gbozali said it would be put- 
ting tbe cart before foe horse to 
speak of a peace plan, but Alger- 
ia’s ultimate goal was to prepare 
such a plan when conditions were 
ripe. 

Asked if a new U.N. initiative 
on the Palestinian issue could 
induce Iraq to make concessions 


on Kuwait, Ghozali said: “It is 
likely to be understood as such by 
the Iraqis. That is our convic- 
tion." 

Certain possibilities for peace, 
such as those raised by French 
President Francois Mitterrand in 
a speech to tbe U.N. General 
Assembly shortly after Iraq’s 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait, had 
not been fully exploited, he 
added. 

Mitterrand said a commitment 
by Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait 
would open up new possibilities 
to solve foe Palestinian question, 
which Iraq insists must be linked 
to foe Gulf crisis. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein reiterated Tuesday that any 
concession on Kuwait was out of 
the question until the Palestinian 
issue was solved. 

Ghozali said Algeria had urged 
both Iraq and the United States 
to put aside their quarrel over 
dates for direct talks proposed by 

Bush and accepted by Iraq. 

“In our analysis neither the 
Iraqis nor the Americans are 
ready to accept the costs — 
natural, human and political — 
that would result from a war." 


Draft National Charter addresses major contentious issues 


Binary next year for example, I mission, said. 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The General 
Commission drafting the 
National Charter held its last 
working session Wednesday 
wigh t after six months of work 
and is expected to recommend 
to His Majesty King Hussein 
that the document be ratified 
either by Parliament or a 
“national conference.** 

The commission has readied 
a consensus ag ree ment that 
foe ch ar ter should be endorsed 

by a formula other than 
nati onal plebiscite, Ahmad 
QhwHiif, chairman of foe cocn- 




The charter, which win set 

the framework for political, 


social and economic life in the 
Kingdom, deals with issues 
touching on almost every 
aspect of life in foe Kingdom. 
But the three topics which 
were the most contentious 
were the character of political 
parties, Islamic Sharia and 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship. 

The idea of the charter was 
iniriaw-H by King Hussein last 

May following price riots 
which hit the southern towns 
of foe Kingdom and led to the 
resignation of then Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai. 

The King has said the char- 
ter, which he described as a 
social contract and which 
would serve as a framework 

for political parties in the 


country, would be presented 
to the people but be did not 
specify the method of forma- 
Hsatiou of the document. 

“It is not tbe commission's 
responsibility to decide 
whether a plebiscite is held or 
not," Obeidat told the Jordan 
Times. However, he expressed 
his opinion that the nature of 
the issues at foe heart of foe 
charter make it unpractical to 
bold a referendum. 

The 60- member commission 
had set up a special sub- 
committee to study the 
method of ratification and a 
preamble will accompany the 
draft charier with foe panel’s 
recommendations when it is 
finally presented to foe King 

next week. 


Commission members said 
they expect tbe King to call a 
national conference to debate 
foe document- The conference 
would include representatives 
of all elected and representa- 
tive institutions in foe country, 
including parliament mem- 
bers, professional unions and 
municipal councils, societies 
and «wHcnr and university un- 
ions as well as tribal leaders. 

“There is certainly a con- 
troversial constitutional point 

to be made concerning 3 ple- 
biscite," Obeidat said. “From 
a practical point of view, we do 
not think it is wise to put a 
charter containing so many 
topics to a yes -00 vase by foe 
people," foe former prime 
minister said. He said he does 


not think the outcome of such 
a vote “would be representa- 
tive of what people want." 

Many politicians and parlia- 
mentarians as well as ordinary 
citizens agree with O bridal's 
argument that it b not practic- 
al to say yes or no to a 50-page 
document. Obeidat said that if 
the King insists on holding a 
referendum, then foe Con- 
stitution must be amended to 
“introduce a provision for a 
plebiscite.'' 

He noted that if the charter 
b presented to Parliament, it 
would be presented “as an 
important document but not as 
a law." But eonunission mem- 
bers, including Obeidat, say 
foe charter’s objectives, must 

be transformed into legislation 


by going through constitution- 
al channels. 

Information Minister Ibra- 
him TrreMin has said that “at 
least two or three pieces" of 

legislations would derive from 
foe charter. 

The charter commission, 
which indudes representatives 

from the right to the left re- 
fleeting the government’s 
tolerance of different political 

ideologies, outlines a “concept 
that was dealt with in absolute 
terms" for the organisation of 
political parties, banned since 
1957, Obeidat said. 

The draft charter imposes 

no limitations on foe freedom 
to organise in a politico] party 
or the number of these parties, 
he said. 


“There was a basic agree- 
ment on a host of basic 
frameworks for the operation 
of political parties," he said. 

According to Obeidat, the 
framework of action by politic- 
al parties was only limited by 
foe boundaries of provisions in 
the Constitution to guarantee 
that such parties "do not work 
contrary to the interests of foe 
state." When the idea of the 

charter was announced many 
voiced appreciation that the 
document would serve as an 
alternative to the Constitution 
or would be an attempt to 

sidestep the Constitution, 
which guarantees a wide spec- 
cram of freedoms, including 












r 


VWntih nfunnaev 


Chmaiitiri nharmaev 


637660 




Dr. Amiad Obddrt 

mm 

(-> 

AlShara*' pharmacy 

mzM 


French pacifists stop Gulf-bound ferry 

DUNKIRK, France (R) — Pacifists and trade unionists in t 
Fiend] port of Dunkirk have stopped a gwenunent-charlei* 
ferry carrying equipment for French forces in the Gulf, officii- 
said Wednesday. They said seamen and dockers prevented 
feny from leaving Tuesday night and some 20 pacifists opposed 
France's involvement in the Gulf boarded die ship. France h 
6,200 troops in Saudi Arabia and is Sending 3,300 rcmforcemcnT 

Dutch wants option to refuse Gulf duty , 

THE HAGUE (R) — A Dutch co ns cripts* union has asfct 
nartiamcnt to role that soldiers doing their military service t 

wed to refuse an 


miFnrz 




weighing whether to sent ground forces or otherwise incrcase-i 
contribution to the Western efforts to dislodge Iraq from Kuwiai 
The Union for Conscript Soldiers, which fights to impnbv 
conditions for conscripts, said that if the government decided t 
send ground troops, conscripts should be asked to go only on 
voluntary basis. “Conscripts must in all cases decide themseljve 
whether or not they will take part in a force in the Goff.’’ Jth 
petition said. A Defence Ministry spokesman declined to com 
ment on the petition, saying that no decision on whether to s^a 
Dutch ground troops had yet been made. But he noted that ftb< 

700 Dutch marines on two frigates so far sent by the Netherland: . 
to the Gulf had aQ freely consulted to their task. * 1 

Danish warship rescues Iranians 

COPENHAGEN (AP) — A Danish warship Wednesday rescued 
«t I ranian seamen off a freighter that sank after a collision with 
another vessel in the Gulf, Denmark’s public radio reported. The 
sailors were being treated for exposure in the sick-bay of the' ; 
Danish corvette Olfiert Fischer after spending six hours in the sea, ■ 
the radio said. They were to be taken to Dubai later Wednesday. 

A seventh crew ma n from the Uranian freighter was stQl missing, * 
the radio said. A U.S. destroyer and a Norwegian supply ship 
joined the search. The freighter was en route from Dubai to the 
I ranian post of Bandar Abbas around midnight local time when it ■ 
was rammed and sunk by a larger vessel, said the radio. The other 
ship sailed on and disappeared in the dark. The incident occurred 
near the Hormuz Strait at the mouth of the Gulf. The Iranian r. 
vessel was not identified in the report. ' 

Judge revokes bail for Nosair 

NEW YORK (AP) — A judge, disclosing that he had been 
threatened, revoked A1 Sayyid Nosair’s $300*000 bail Tuesday 
and ordered the suspect in the killing of Rabbi Meir Kahane 
remanded to to jail. State Supreme Court Justice Alvin Schlesin- 
ger cited several factors as evidence that there was a strong 
likelihood that Nosair, 35, a native of Egypt, would flee. Among 
them was a passport Nosair held in a different name. The judge 
also noted that officials had found some cyanide in Nosair’s 
workplace locker at a Manhattan address, where he worked as a 
dty bearing maintenance man. Schlesnger said the cyanide could 
be used to poison someone or commit suicide. The judge said be 
believed prosecutors bad a strong case against Nosair, who is 
accused of gunning down the Jewish leader at a Manhattan hotel 
on Nov. 5. Schtesmger noted a bullet-ridden piece of plasterboard 
that prosecutors removed from Nosair’s Qiflade Park, New 
Jersey, home. During the bail bearing, the judge also disclosed 
that he received numerous death threats and attempts to influence 
him via telephone messages' and mail. His admission prompted 
defence a tt orn ey Michael Warren to ask that Scfalesmger remove 
hims elf from the case, which the judge protpiithj? denied sayu^tfr^ 
threats and attempts to pressure him woukfnbt affect his handling \ 
of the case. The next hearing in the case was set for March 1 

Egypt's Azhar slams Israel • \ 

i 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s A1 Azhar, the world’s oldest seat f i 
Mamie learning, attacked Israel Wednesday for ordering fou r 
Palestinians out of the occupied territories said faffing to protec 
Muslim holy places. “Al Azhar condemns Israeli threats t< 
continue aggression on holy places in Jerusalem and the expul- - 
sion of Arabs from tbeir homes,*' said a statement carried by tb» 
Middle East News Agency. Israel ordered the expulsion of fou 
Palestinians, after the stabbing to death on Friday of three Israeli: 
in Tel Aviv. The statement also denounced Israel for failing “tr 
.perform its duties towards foe protection of holy places of al 
religions.'' It held Israel responsible for actions by its nationals a 
the holy sites. Jerusalem’s Al Aqsa mosque is Main's third holies . . 
place. The statement called on Palestinians ‘to bold on to thei - . 
land and defend their holy places even with their own bodies.” I 
urged Muslim nations and international organisations to tab ' 
action “to protect unarmed Arabs and enable them to exerris* 
their human rights.”' 

New Zealanders advised to leave Gulf 

WELLINGTON (R) — Dependents of New Zealanders living in 
some parts of foe Gulf should leave the area well before the 
January 15 deadline for Iraqi troops to quit Kuwait, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Don McKinnon said on Wednesday. McKinnon 
said in a statement that he was offering common sense advice 
because of foe possibility of war breaking out in foe region after - 
the deadline, set by the United Nations Security Council. The 
advice to quit applies to dependents in Bahrain, Qatar and foe 
Eastern Province and southern parts of Saudi Arabia. Last 
month, the new National Party government reversed foe policy of 
its Labour predecessor by announcing that New Zealand would 
join foe multinational force in foe Guff. It is due to send two 
Hercules transport aircraft shortly. 
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rs^Jordan, 
?Yemen 
b ° U( %discuss 

* ^^cooperation 

education 

ded^ Pa ^ AMMAN ( J T -) — A Yemeni 

inff vSr % ^delegation fed by Minister of 

* " J ^ reino E du c ati on Ahmad A1 Qadi held 

in Amman Wednesday 
U Se G U |, with Minister of Education and 
'OtyTTigher Ed u cation! Mohammad 
^P**' ujjj^ Hamdan and visited the Uni- 
“l e ' r ®iliiart ^versity of Jordan to learn mors 
The higher education in the 

? r 0 ^erw^co«iii£iy. 

s! °dge IjJt*; Hamdan briefed the Yemeni 

v hich guest aad Iris accompanying de- 

ie Sover£jjkJ° ?]egauoa on the e du ca t ional sys- 
he asked ^ l ^ tem “ ^ on * an since 1950 and 
1 cases cWof ^outfined the services offered to 
3 ^ 0rce school gr adu a tes by com- 

kestnan dj?k muniry colleges and nmveraties. 
rision on "This year alone the eo mnn m- 

le. But colleges accepted 22,000 

i sent bv school graduates arid the tmiver- 
to their * tota ^ °f 10,000 others in 

^ addition to 1,200 students 
accepted ax fee private u niveasi - 

raniang ty," the minister said. 

Lrshinur The Yemeni minister said that 

san^Jfc* 8 ^ 11 ** ayantr y m ea ® er ' to hen®* 

“^acofkfrom fee Jordanian experie nc e 
. radi° 1 ^ 2 ^ to bolster bilateral ooopera- 
.. in * e set^ tion hi efexational fields. 

Upon visitmg the Uni ve rs i ty 
j L>ubai laietfelof Jordan, fee delegation mem- 
Tcighter was sjr bets were briefed by its Presi- 
a Nonv egoj ^ dent Mahmoud AI Samra about 
1 froia umveuity programmes and fu- 
udnight kx^^tnre plans. ” The umveisity now 


the r^n has 14 facult ie s providing ednea- 
'k- The inn'^ tha to 20,500 under-graduate 
of fee GnH^and post-graduate students," 





PRINCE MOHAMMAD VISITS 4TB 
ROYAL MECHANISED DIVISION: Hfe 


by the 


of His Majesty King Hmnh, 
Wednesday vtrited one of the waits of the Foorth — 1»- 


ibe 


briefed by the 


Communist Party disowns its 
secretary’s statements on Gulf 


:t. 


The delegation toured the mri- 
versity’s departments and re- 
ceived a commemorative gift, 
rlosine dm u. Thc delegation visited fee 
r's S30fi nrn Rcqral Scientific Society (RSS) 


>sair 


g of 3 S£: where **"* were blicfbd 315 


un Justice Ah* *?** 

that a ' ^society’s development and its 

-™ activities. Multi expressed hope 

. ouw h, | j iat Yemen and Jordan would be 

n. cm n^jppQjpQjjjQg cooperation m sden- 

>ome cyandc i tifie. fields. 

ess. where lx* ^ delegation visited the 
iser^a the ^Higher Council Cor Science and 
suicide. Thej« Technology and met wife its 
5e against N(ss officials to learn about fee coun- 
ter at a Mauls dPs pr o gr ammes and a ctivi t ies , 
dden piece of pt ■ 

air's CliSade I __ 

fee judge ala /V- 1 f] 

s and anempc w f"\ I y/ 

. His adnrisiosg^ .... 

;k feat Sdibapri 
Dromcthdesaf 
nuld no; aSeafefe— ' 
xisc was set fait 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Communist Party has disen- 
gaged itself from statements by 
Yaqonb Ziadin, the party's 
secretary, published in Al 
Khaleej newspaper on Nov. 30, 
in which he gave controversial 
views about the Gulf situation. 



e! 


agenda 


he worlds otoi AMMAN (J.T.) — The Board 
nesdav for anfaiof D ir ect or s of fee Arab Labour 
jries and friiogsiOrgantsatian (ALO) ended a 
idemns Urafi fcfonr-day meeting in Amman 

Jerusalem and ^'Wednesday after disenssaig a 
, ^p. cnK H]flngmimherof fimwirial and arlmrmc- 

•"red*" the erp*# 1 ”** issues as well as progress 
' „ Friday of *fi* 1B P ort » OT organisation’s 

meed brae! fa£«Kevenients. 

r ‘ cn The organisation’s director 

ra ^,^Jieneral, Baker Mahmoud 
LiHaRasooI, said in a statement to 
" :a! ? s . . .-.kfec Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
wife fe cU ; feat the board had endorsed an 
n2j fef the ALO's general 

j enable oonference in 1992. ‘The agenda 
calls, among other things, for 
greater attention to be given to' 
, | :a afgGyfee rehabilitation and empioy- 
* e m«nt of handicapped people and 

T^kmfefor prkaity to be given to occu- 
(Rational safety measures and 


f New 


fee are3 ^ r<B t health safety education/ ' Rasoul 




^°wSns*f 


$said. 


to 


feg The board 

ina oUt . ^^refcr the rcoomincndations and 
s issued by die orga- 

die Incemadonal 




n Bahrain- T^Bisation to 


ren: 


in 


feat 
ult- ft 15 


due 


10 


OLO) 

and to update 
^esohttkms for the ILO’s 78th 
nesting to be held in Jtme 1991. 



Taking part m fee meeting, 
was opened Sunday fay 
of Labour Qaseem 
delegates from 
fee governments of Algeria, 
Ratine, Lebanon, Egypt and 
Sodaa a i well as repre sen tatives 
rf empbyere in Syria, Yemen, 
-rfglPordan, Libya and Tunisia. An 

ORP^ 1 * ]Zn.« LO debate was pit 


ih 


|!C«* 
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Zudin's pe r so na l views and not 
those of the Cbmmmiist Party," 
a party statement said. 

The statements in Al Khaleej 
daily drew s t rong criticism from 
Jordanian journalists and col- 
umnists, in Jordanian dailies, 
who considered these views as 
running contrary to Jordanian 
official and popular thinking. 

"The Jordanian Communist 
Party’s Political Bureau held a 
plenary session, under Ziadin's 
chairmanship, d urin g which it 
discussed the repercussions and 
the. impficatioos.-Qf. fee. patty 
s e c re t ar y's views, and 
unanimously that they 
seated his own personal views 
-and not those of the Jordanian 
Crmimrmkt Party,*’ the state- 
ment here said. 

The statement pointed out the 
following points which, it said, 
con sti t u t e the party’s official 


views and principles wife regard 
to the Gulf crisis: a) The greater 
danger threatening the Gulf and 
fee Arab region at large stems 
from the presence of fee Amer- 
ican and NATO forces deployed 
in the Arabian peninsula. A war 
in die region would bring about 
a major catastrophe to the coun- 
tries in fee reg io n, aad therefore 
the main task now is to mobilise 
Arab efforts to prevent such a 
war and try to terminate the 
presence of the foreign forces, b) 
To ensure that, it is incumbent 
on the Arabs to hold an Arab- 
Arab dialogue, involving all 
Arab parties, so that fee Iraqi 
military and economic power 
can be safeguarded and at the 
same time fee Kuwaiti people’s 
self-determination guaranteed, 
c) The international legitimacy 
should be implemented on equal 
footing to an issues involving 
occupation, in a manner that 
would ensure fee simultaneous 
withdrawal of aH the Israeli 
forces from the occupied Palesti- 
nian land, and the Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait, d) Democracy 
should permeate all Arab coun- 
so that the rights of the 
to free expression and 


participation in the 
making process can be guaran- 
teed, especially in matters re- 
lated to their destinies. Furth- 
ermore, fee Arab oQ wealth 
should be utilised in a manner to 
benefit fee 


vetopment process in fee Arab 
World, e) Jordan’s position and 
its steadfastness shook! be sup- 
ported in the face of all dangers 
and against the sanctions the 
country is now facing. 

Ziadin was criticised in the 
local press for condemning 
Iraq’s takeover of Kuwait on 
Aug. 2, for saying that the Iraqi 
move "offered the United States 
a golden opportunity to send its 
forces to the Gulf," for accusing 
the Iraqi troops of looting 
Kuwait in a manner upre- 
cedented even during Israel’s 
continued occupation of fee 
Palestinian lands, and for fiken- 
. ing fee Iraqi presence in Kuwait 
I'to that of Israel in the occupied 
^ Arab lands. 

Columnists accused Ziadin of 
going against the current of poli- 
tical thinking in the Arab World 
and of taking an illogical course. 

Al Khaleej daily is published 
in fee United Arab Emirates. 


Seminar on children safety 
issues recommendations 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A national 
seminar on children’s safety in 
die borne organised by the Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation (NHF) 
ended here Wednesday wife a 
set of recommendations urging 
the public and private sectors to 
contribute towards fee improve- 
ment of the children’s status and 
pave the way for creating a 
better f u t u re for the young gen- 
eration. 

"The Ministry of Health is 
called on to work out an in- 
formation system or a data bank 
m oni t o ri n g children's incidents 
in the home, giving information 
about their causes, and types of 
incident, to be followed by sen- 
designed to reduce the 


n<n'T» iw of these incidents and 
introduce measures to 


their safety and protection,” said 
one of the recommendations in a 
statement issued at the end of 


the closing session. 

The statement voiced fee par- 
ticipants’ call for including the 


children's safety as a 
ter in universities and higher 
education institutions’ curricula, 
and urged the Ministry of 
Education, the Health Ministry, 
the Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment and fee Ministry of Muni- 
cipal and Rural Affairs and fee 
Environment to introduce leg- 


giving specifications for 
children’s nurseries, and kinder- 
gartens wife regard to safety 
measures, types of premises suit- 
able for children and equipment 
to be available as educational 
aids. 

The statement underlined the 
need for the concerned author- 
ities to keep stria control over 
children programmes presented 
through fee media, and sug- 
gested special committees be set 
up to maintain control over them 
and give advice to children to 
avoid accidents at borne. 

The statement also highlight- 
ed fee role of voluntary orga- 
nisations which, it said, can pro- 
duce informational materials 
providing advice on health and 
education to children to be car- 
ried out in cooperation wife the 
NHF and Yarmotxk University. 

The NHF’s Health Com- 
munications Project, which was 
Launched in 1986, prepared for 
the seminar during which work- 
ing papers were reviewed and 
experts’ views presented. The 
seminar was meant as a means to 
help develop a comprehensive 
national programme incorporat- 
ing and coordinating fee efforts 
of all institutions and organisa- 
tions eqgaged in the child safety 
in the home c ompai gn. 


ACC, 

Algerian 
bank discuss 
cooperation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An official 
delegation from the Agricultural 
Credit Corporation (ACC) left 
Amman for Algiers Wednesday 
on a 10-day visit at fee invitation 
of fee Algerian Bank for Rural 
Development. 

The delegation will examine 
Algerian experiments in giving 
credit to farmers, will tour a 
number of institutions and dis- 
cuss cooperation between the 
ACC and the Algerian bank. 

The ACC is one of several 
Jordanian institutions which 
lend money to local formers at 
very low interest rate. 

In view of fee curre nt econo- 
mic conditions and fee decline in 
agricultural exports to fee Gulf 
countries, the ACC and other 
money-lending institutions in 
Jordan are c ur rently making 
arrangements for re-scheduling 
loans due to farmers which 
altogether are estimated at JD 
40 million. 

The ACC delegation gro u ps 
die corporation's Administrative 
Director Mohammad Arabryai 
and two ocher senior officiate 


Major victims of a war in the Gulf would be civilians, with 
200 American soldiers dead per week, says IPPNW group 

Physicians 9 delegation says it is 
imperative to avert war in Gulf 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A self- 
described cask force for 
representing physical 
for Baghdad Wednesday saying 
it was imperative to avert a war 
m the region over Kuwait since 
civilian casualties in a military 
conflict could be as high as 
100,000. 

“Our 


a war in the Gulf have not been 
considered in the equation of 
confrontation.” said Bernard 
Lown, co-president and founder 
of the International Pbyticians 
for the Pre vention of Nndear 
War (IPPNW) and leader of the 


“We believe that the major 
victim will be dvitiass because in 
modem warfare, and in a war in 
die Gulf, the ratio between civi- 
lian and nrifitaiy casualties wiH 
be six to one," Lown told a pees 
conference here a few hours 
before the ream's departure for 
Iraq. 

Lown pointed out chat fee 
medical facilities in the Middle 
East would be totally used out to 
meet a tiny faction of the poss- 
ible casualties in the event that 
fee American-led multinational 
force launches an attack to dis- 
lodge Iraq from Kuwait. 

John Bastore, secretary of the 
Boston, Massachusetts-based 
IPPNW, said he was "in direct 
communication" wife Senator 
Claiborne PeO prior to embark- 
ing on the mission to fee Gulf. 

Pastore said he would r ep o r t 
bade to PeU, whom he described 
as very much interested in the 
group’s efforts. 

Die IPPNW, winner of the 
Nobel Peace Prize, aims at in- 
fluencing international public 
opinion, particularly American, 
in the Gulf, Lown 



According to Lown, most of 
the Americans live not “bought" 
the various arguments put for- 
ward by the A dministra tion in 
defence of its move towards 
possible war in the Gulf 


Lows f centre) Wednesday h ol ds 

(Photo by Yousef Al ’Afian) 

Iraq. 

"Punishing individual leaders 
of countries, whatever their mis- 
deeds, does not justify the killing 
of innocent bystanders," Lown 
said. “This will be our message 
to fee American people." 

“The American people also 
need to be aware of fee data (of 
massive casualties) in the event 
of war in fee Gulf," Pastore 
said. 

In addition to Lown and Pas- 
tore, the "task force for peace” 
includes IPPNW Vice-President 
Ulrich Gonstein of Germany 
and Sergei Kolisnikov from fee 
Soviet Union. 

Addressing the press confer- 
ence. other delegation members 
warned of the grave consequ- 
ences awaiting the world if it 
allowed a conflict to break out in 
the Gulf. 

No less than 60 milli on people 
in the world, mostly civilians 
living within the Gulf zone, will 
be directly affected by a conflict, 
said the delegation members 
stressing that the world lacks 
sufficient medical supplies to 
deal wife the burns and other 
injuries that could result from 
this war. 

"The effects of such a war 
would extend to vast areas of fee 
work! largely due to the pre- 


a press conference in Ami 


sence of great amounts of mass 
destruction weapons being 
stockpiled in fee region and on 
board the American, French and 
British war vessels in addition to 
those based in Turkey and 
Iraq," the delegation members 
said shortly before leaving for 
Baghdad. 

"There are indications feat 
there are more than 400 nndear 
beads on board fee ships and 350 
more in Turkey's bases in addi- 
tion to an unspecified number of 
nuclear war beads in Israel,” 
they said. 

Referring to their visit to Iraq 
and the countries of fee region, 
fee delegation’s spokesmen said 
it was so warn fee world agrimt a 
war in fee Gulf and to have a 
dose-hand look at fee situation 
besides discussing fee issue wife 
the leaders of the region. “We 
want to know the realities about 
the shortage of food and medi- 
cine in Iraq and to report about 
our findings to fee rest of the 
world," they said. 

An American doctor in the 
delegation said that fee IPPNW 
was concerned wife relaying to 
fee American public the truth 
about fee dangers inherent in 
such a devastating war which 
would be totally different from 


the Vietnam war. 

He said feat in the event of 
war no less than 200 American 
soldiers would die every week 
and fee war could be prolonged 
for over six months. He said that 
fee ecological effects of such a 
war could extend for centuries. 

Die spokescaen said their visit 
to Jordan was successful and 
they had realised that fee King- 
dom had fallen victim ro the 
Gulf crisis. This, they said "very 
few people in the West realise." 

The IPPNW. which groups 
300,000 doctors from 71 coun- 
tries including Jordan, is cur- 
rently seeking to advocate 
peace, the destruction of ali nuc- 
lear and other mass destruction 
weapns and peaceful solutions to 
various world problems. 

During its stay in Jordan fee 
delegation was guest of fee 
Jordanian Physicians for the Pre- 
vention of Nuclear War. 

“This is the point we learned 
in our brief stay in Jordan. With- 
out war, without a single gun 
being fired, Jordan is vic timise d 
profoundly. Forty per cent drop in 
GNP is similar to wha: has ex- 
perienced by Poland and 
Czechoslovakia after the Hitierisa 
invaded. So Jordan is equivalent 
to a country which has already 
been invaded. Jordan is begin- 
ning to live in the rubble of a 
Gulf war that has not yet hap- 
pened." 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince H assan Wednesday re- 
ceived fee IPPNW delegation 
and discussed with its members 
fee general situation in the Gulf 
region, following Iraq’s takeover 
of Kuwait on Aug. 2, and the 
dangers to people and fee en- 
vironment in the event of war 
breaking out in the Gulf. 

Prince Hassan also talked ab- 
out Jordan’s sufferings as a re- 
sult of fee Gulf crisis, and fee 
damage inflicted on the national 
economy as well as fee King- 
dom’s continued endeavours to 
attain a peaceful settlement to 
fee crisis. 


Seminar 
tackles 
trade ties 
with the 
Soviet Union 

AMMAN (Petra) — A four-day 
seminar on trading wife the 
Soviet Union began at fee Am- 
man Chamber of Industry 
Wednesday with the participa- 
tion of representatives of the 
Jordanian Commercial Centres 
Corporation (JCCC) and other 


JCCC Director Rima 
. rviewed the role of the corpora- 
tion in facilitating the marketing 
of Jordanian products on Soviet 
markets and Mohammad 
Salamch from the Chamber of 
Industry reviewed measures feat 
can ensure development of 
Soviet- Jordanian trade coopera- 
tion. 



pa r ti c ipan ts in the four- 
day meeting are scheduled to 
discuss ways of probing further 
into die possibility of marififmg 
Jordanian products on Soviet 
markets in the light of a visit to 
Moscow recently by a trade de- 
legation led by the secretary 
general of the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade. 


According to 
rials, the seminar is part of the 
current en d eav o ur s to find new 
markets for Jordan’s products 
following die dosure of these 
markets in the Golf c o untries as 
a result of the Golf crisis. 
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Seminar tackles educational issues 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A sympo- 
sium on “educational wastage 
and economics of education” 
wfll open here Saturday, with 
the part icipati on of educational- 
ists from the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, Jordanian uni versities and 
the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) which is orga- 
nising tile meeting in coopera- 
tion with the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. 

A spokesman for the UN- 


said, wfll also deal wife the 
educational system in the King- 
dom, wastage of effort in educa- 
tion, expenditure on e ducati on 
in schools and the options for 
education investments. 

“In addition, such topics at 
economic returns of investments 
in fee educational field, voca- 
tional training and other related 
topics will be tackled by the 


m 


The Ministry of Education, 
Fatah said, is c urrently 
to reduce s p endin g on e du c ati o n 


in Jordan wife the help of re- 
search studies; several studies 
have already been conducted on 


The seven children on a peace mfeimi to the region 
hold up the scroll of their foundation which vows to 
d ed i cate itself to world peace. The children are in 


Amman awaiting visas to go to Iraq (Photo by 
Yoesef Al 1 Allan) 


Children of the world go 
on peace mission to Iraq 


die Jordan Tones that 35 partici- 
pants rep res enting various in- 
stitutions and the Ministry of 

Education would be reviewing 
several working papers dealing 
wife die subject which is being 
Atwiwitii for the first time in 

Jordan. 

The two-day symposium, he 


official said. 

According to Dr. Wajih Al 
Farah, director of research and 
educational development at the 
Ministry of Education, several 
specialists from the private sec- 
tor vriQ take part in the meetings 


ing this end. 

He said that other stndies 
were being conducted on the 
cost of tAN-Jiirtg students in the 
compnlsory and secondary 
stages, aad the cost of providing 

vocational training for each stu- 
dent at the ministry's vocational 


"educational economics” h 
stdered as a new scientific field 
of concern to all those involved 


The Ministry of Education, he 
added, a special de- 

pa itmeo t on the 

ficoDomici m light of the resoia- 
tkms passed by the 1987 first 
educational con fere nce. 


AMMAN — A multinational 
group of seven children bas 

undertaken a mission to avert a 
war in fee Gulf which they say 
could be catastrophic especially 
for children. 

The children, aged between 14 
and 16 years, are members of fee 
Los Angeles-based Children as 
the Peacemakers Foundation. 
The group includes representa- 
tives from the Soviet Union, 
Japan, Turkey, Australia, fee 
U.S. and Jordan. 

The children “want to talk 
about negotiations and hopefully 
(Iraqi) President Saddam Hus- 
sein will act on behalf of fee 

children of the world’* to prom- 
ote peace. Patricia Montandou, 
the founder and president of fee 
foundation said. 

The delegation has received 

notification from the Iraqi gov- 
ernment that their trip has been 
approved aad that they will meet 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Addressing a press conference 
Wednesday in Amman, each 
child spoke of his or her desire 
for peace in fee whole world. 
"We want peace for tomorrow, 
for our future, all over the 


By Debbie Lovatt 
Special to the Jordan Times 


world," Aycha Uzel from Tur- 
key said. Amanda Ellis, who has 
been living in Amman for three 
years but is American, said: 
"The future of fee children, I 
think, is most important... be- 
cause we’re the next generation 
and what happens now will 
affect us most." 

The children gave an account 
of what they weald like to say to 
the Iraqi president when they 
meet him. “I want to tell (Presi- 
dent) Saddam Hussein — Td 
like to tell (American President) 
George Bush as well and all the 
other leaders — we need to have 
peace," said And Latona from 
Australia. 

Asked bow they felt about 
entering a potential war zone, 
Katya Lycheva from fee Soviet 
Union, said: “There could be 
war. The situation is really very 
dangerous. We will speak to 
President Saddam Hussein." 

Aki Kendo added: “It is Our 
duty to go; we’re peacemakers. 

We are not afraid.” 

Aki is Japanese and is adopted 
because her adoptive mother. 

Coco, was eight months old 
when the nuclear bomb was 


dropped on Hiroshima and was 
unable to have children due to 

fee effects of radiation. 

The children lit a candle in the 

shape of a bishop’s mitre wife 
fee image of a white dove on it 
and then unravelled a scroll. The 
scroll is signed by heads of stale 
who the foundation has met 
since it was established in 1933. 
The scroll is headed with the 
words: “We hereby dedicate 
ourselves, our hearts and minds 
to world peace. We believe feat 
all humankind deserves a future 
free from fee threat of nuclear 
war or any war. We encourage 
peace between individuals and 
nations and clasp hands wife fee 
children of the world in a global 
effort to preserve fee planet." 

The delegation is scheduled to 
leave for Baghdad bat although 
they know their visit has been 
accepted they have not received 
any visas so far. 

The foundation also hopes to 
send a delegation to meet U.S. 
President George Bush. Letters 
have been sent to fee White 

House but as yet no reply has 
been received, said Montandou. 
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world, and even more so when the whole population of the 
co on try in question is little ova: three mOfion. The statistics 
released by United Nations Children’s Fond (UNICEF) 
yesterday pointed at the Gulf airis as one of the main 
contributors to this marked deterioration in our living 
standards. However, one cannot forget a few facts about this 
situation that were evidently at play in Jordan before Aug. 
2. One of these facts is that 25 per cent of the population was 
already living below the poverty line before that da te . Now 
we witness a five per cent increase in that figure. If one 
foSows the chain of events it becomes obvioas that Jordan 
tost c large percentage of per capita income daring the past 
two years. The unemployment rate before Ang. 2 was 
unofficially computed at 20 per cent of the work force and 
although it could have doubled by now with the return of 
almost 140,000 expatriates, the problem was one to be 
reckoned with before the Iraqi takeover of Kuwait. 

The statistics we face today are shocking not only hi their 
human aspects, and they are tragic, but also in tbeir 
political implications for this country. The marked decline 
of our economy with obvious repercussions on smaller 

the 

country. If history is to be learned from caw can see 
indicators in the shift towards fanaticism and extremism in 
toe country rising with the decline of the living standards of 
Jordanians. 

in the seventies and ei gh ties Jordan borrowed against 
promises of Arab aid that never materialised. What 


debt and a majority of Jordanians angry with ofl-rich Arab 
states which never fulfilled their pledges to help Jordan as a 
frontline state aga i nst Israel. That seems to have been cue of 
the mam contributors to the popular support Iraq enjoyed 


the 


support for Jordan’s repeated calls for a peaceful end to the 
Gclf crisis. If we accept realities for what they are: Richer 
| Arab states wffl not help Jordan because of its balanced 
| policy and the Western world wBl punish this country for its 
| rejection of Western hegemony. Bat even then mistakes of 
the past should not be repeated. Each economic and political 
step taken by the Kingdom has to be taken with an eye to 
poetical and economic shifts in the country and ways to 
create policies to help Jordan deal with its difficult future. 
For although the past two years were obviously fhfl of 
j economic and political surprises the coming years wjjB not be 
visiting os bearing gifts. 



NOW that Washington has succeeded in transforming the Soviet 
Union into a small, insignificant country, and, has completed its 
military buildup in the Gulf, die Bush administration is finding no 
need to conceal its true intentions in the Gulf, and is openly 
dedaring its desire of destroyi n g the Iraqi military power, said A1 
Rs'i Arabic daily Wednesday. The paper said that it seems that 
Washington has also succeeded in silencing Paris and Peking after 
securing full support from London for its illegal actions and its 
threat to Iraq, because we are not hearing any other voices except 
that of Washington. Even the voice of the U.N. Secret ar y 
General has been stifled and nothing can be hoped from the 
Security Council to deal with the Gulf crisis in a fair and just 
manner, added the paper. The implementation of the Security 
Council resolutions is the sole responsibility of the United Nations 
organisations and not the the United States which has sent its 
forces to desecrate the Islamic holy shrines in the Arabian 
Peninsula, said the paper. The paper expr e ssed the view that the 
battle is drawing near and the Iraqi people do not stand alone 
vis-a-vh the aggressors and their allies because minions of Arabs 
will be ready to support Iraq by word and deed in bringing 
ignominious defeat to the Americans. The paper said that the 
Gulf region would be transformed into a vast grave, swallowing 
up the colonialist and the aggressors during the coming battle. 


A columnist in AI Ra'i daily Wednesday appeals to the govern- 
ment to re-consider the case of the Jordanian expatriates working' 
is the Gulf in general and is Kuwait in particular. Salah Abdul 
Samad calk on the government to either postpone collecting a 
56,000 from those expatriates required to do national service or to 
introduce arrangements allowing them to pay by instalments. The 
writer points out that the Jordanians in the Gulf are not earning as 
much as they used to before the Gulf crisis and those in Kuwait 
are finding H most difficult to come up with the required sum in 
hard currency in view of the present situation in the Gulf state. 

Abdul Samad notes that Jordan wants the expatriates to remain in 
their jobs and not to come back and increase the number of 
unemployed people in the Kingdom and therefore he says there 
must be some kind of arrangement for these expatriates at least 
until the crisis is over. The writer stresses the need for not 
increasing the problem of unemployment is the country and says 
that a speedy measure in this respect on the part of die 
government is of dire importance at the moment. 




The adjustment of the adjustment programme 


a 

ONE of the main issues winch the budget speech tried to highlight 
was that the economic adj us t m e n t programme really faltered but 
there was a very good “reason” for mat, namely foe Gulf crisis 
(which fail***, however, to un d ermi ne the envisaged monetary 
targets!). Of coarse there were reason s; nobody ever suggested, 
or wQl probably ever suggest, that the programme stumbled out 
of, for examp le, sheer negligence. If we write a new programme 
or adjust the pre se nt one and if it firih again, somebody wifi find 
some reason for that failure and be may be right. But, 
unfortunately, this will not change the nasty product: The failure 
of the programme. 

The point is that any economic progr amm e deals with the 
future, that is with the uncertain and unpredictable. Therefore, it 
must have a built-in mechanism to ac c o mm odate the unforeseen 
develo pm ents, especially in so turbulent an area like the Middle 
East. Otherwise, any student of economics win have the guts to 
write down the smartest adjustment progr am me, get a fist reward 
for that, and then get away with it as long as he realises be will be 
able to justify the failure of that programme and that bis 
justification will be acc ept ed. 

For the record, c ertain dements have to be r ec ounte d. What 
happened in 1988, the year of the big economic crisis, was that an 
imbalance started to emerge in tile external sector of oar 
economy, which took the form of a shortage in foreign exchange 
reserves. Out of a plausibly naive trust in economic theories 
tailored originally and basically to advanced economies and 
without according due regard to their applicability to a developing 


economy like that of Jordan, our policy-makers were seduced and 
misled into adopting currency devaluation as a remedy to that 
imbalance. Devaluation had triggered capital flight and tins 
aggravated the very problem which it was supposed to redress. 
Consequently, the imbalance bad quickly matured into a full- 
fledged crisis mid led to the summoning of the Internati o nal 
Monetary Fund which worked an economic adjustment program- 
me that has now to be adjusted. 

In an article it published in its Nov. 24, 1990 issue, the 
Economist reviewed a very recent paper on the currency 
devaluation experience of 83 developing countries in the period 
1965-85. The magazine noted that the paper made particularly 
i n tere stin g reading since one of its two authors Mr. Jaime de 
Melo, is a rising star in the World Bank and had overseen many of 
the bank's structural-adjustment loans to countries in Africa and 
Latin America. This is not the place to review the review of the 
Economist but the opening and dosing dames of that review will 
be more than sufficient for the purpose at hand. Tim opening 
danse reads as follows: 

“For most of the past decade developing countries have 
devalued tbeir c urre ncies heavily at the behest of the IMF and the 
World Bank. That may have been a mistake." 

The dosing paragraph reads as follows: 

“What the authors do not consider, however, is the link 
between nominal exchange-rate policy and the stability of the 
economy. Countries such as Mexico, which devalued repeatedly 
over the past decade, also experienced a bout of inflation and 


eraskm if mtemttfcral compailiwnc a fi d, ^wto tjon. 
Though one-off devaluations may sometimes be woe waiy. me 
costsTin tenns of inflation, greater macroeoonomcm^toH^ 
and less investment, may be greater than are often thought and 
the benefits, at least for primaiy prodnems, do not seem as strong 

as de v al uati onists have often claimed . 

Out IMF-sponsored adjustment programme was an m evitaMe 
product of an insane policy based on m inmeces^ m^ure, 
namely currency devaluation. As such lb*K i win dwra be 
suicidal efforts and attempts to defend it and J*^**”f^ 
While tbc proponents of that programme and the ponaes wme n 
it frwiiteihie will distance it from the impacts of any negative 
yfa m j i M n developments such as the Gulf crisis, they w ill ascribe 
to it (he finks of any positive unforeseen, and foreseen, 
developments, irrespective of their being related or not related to 

it. 

In the past and present as wdl as in the future there has been 
apd will be only one policy capable of guaranteeing the redresse s 
of the imbalance which ignited the 1988 economic aro s witho ut 
having to pay the terrible price of dinar devaluation in terms of 
capital flight, overdevalaation, inflation, shattered economic 
confidence and the arrival of IMF and its impo shon i. Ti nt policy 
is die adoption of an aggressive commercial policy whi ch ta ilors 
our imports of goods and services to our foreign exc h a n g e 
re cei pts. We go on C Ap e rim en tiiig with our economy, but that 
will be at the cost of paying an even higher price and of being an a 
constant lookout for excuses and justifications. 

m 
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Conservatives ‘don’t think much’ of Bush 


Mike FehosSbcr 


WASHINGTON — Ask prom- 
inent American conservatives 
what they think of George 
Bush’s presidency and you get 
unanimity: They don’t think 
much of it. 

Increasingly, conservatives 
are dismayed over Bush’s direc- 
tion and going public with tbeir 
feeling that be has betrayed what 
one of them, David Keene, calls 
“the ideological base of the Re- 
publican Party.” 

And increasingly they tell of 
hearing talk about running some 
true-blue conser v ative against 
Bush in the Republican primar- 
ies of 1992, if only as a token 
protest. They agree, that. there’s 
scant chance of denying him 
rcnoarination. 

It isn’t only the president’s 
abrupt abandonment last sum- 
mer of his anti-tax stance that 
roils conservatives, although 
that rubbed them the most raw. 

They also complain of the {till 
be signed to ens u r e the rights of 
disabled people — which they 
say smacks of welfare statism — 
and they point to Bush's prog- 


air act, which they see as just so 
much more social eng ineerin g. 

“Just too much gov ernm ent,** 
is how Tom Winter, editor of the 



McGmgan, editorial writer far 
the Daily Oklahoman in Okla- 
homa Gty, said it was |*capitula- 
tion.” Winter labeled it a “fias- 
co.” To George Gilder, econo- 


fTs ; 





The conservatives complaint 
about Bush an taxes, said Martin 
Anderson, domestic adviser to 
Reagan, “is not that he tSda’t 
succeed but be didn’t fight." 

Still, conservatives aren't 
ready to lead an all-ont rebel- 
lion, they said. 

“Republicans are monarchists 
at heart,” said Paul Weyrich, 
president of the Free Congress 
Foundation. “No matter how 
much the king may be unpopu- 
lar, they tend to stay with the 


But, said Pines, “if George 


and f inally for discovering what a fun, fun thing leadership can be . . . 


be very prophetic*" „ 

■* Sobran’s idea “is not a major- 
ity position,” said Robert Bode, 
who was Reagan’s rejected 
candidate for a Supreme Court 


kan right wing’s grievances. 


right. 


of the 
Umoa, 


remains “part of the establish- 
ment that most of these folks 
fough t for so many years. ** They 
chafe over the White House's 
“cavalier di smis s al of (Ronald) 
Reagan and all he ever stood 
for,” be said. 


And they resent the way the 
Bush ad m i n i st r a tion treats' con- 
servatism “essentially as an in- 
terest group," Keene said. 

Tbe president’s latest moves 
— the installation of moderates 
Lynn Martin as secretary of 
labour and Lamar Alexander as 
secretary of e du c ati on — are 
nnflkdy to win any applause in 
tbe con ser va ti ve camp. 

When Wflham Bennett, a tine 
conservative hero, changed his 
mind last week and said he 
would turn down the offer to 


become Republican national 
chairman, some Republican 
hard-hners assumed he'd been 
■shoved overboard. 

“It took Richard Nixon six 
years to destroy the Republican 
Party." Burton Yale Pines, vice 
president of the Heritage Found- 
ation. told the Washington 
Times. “Bush has done it in two 


To test the depth cf dismay 
with Bush, a reporter tele- 
phoned conservative thinkers 
and read them this paragraph, 
written last week by conserva- 


tive columnist Joseph Sobran, 
also a senior editor at National 
Review: 

“Conservatives now spend 
most of their time trying to 
figure out how, and with whom, 
to replace Mir. Bush as soon as 
possible. They dread the pros- 
pect of his running a gain in 1992. 
Even more, they dread his win- 
ning. Many of them would 
rather see even a liberal demo- 
crat in tbe Oval Office, on the 
principle that your enemies can’t 
betray you the way your friends 
can. And a Bush defeat would 


allow conservatives to take back 
the Republican Party.” 

Those questioned didn’t agree 
that they spend most of their 
thpg conspiring to Bush, 
but they all had heard such talk. 

And all expressed dismay with 
the president's performance, 
especially on tax and domestic 


“If Bush were defeated in *92 
and democrats retained Senate 
control, they would have be- 
tween three and four S uprem e 
Court appointments, probably, 
and that means you’d have 20 or 
25 yeais of an extremely activist 
Supreme Court and I don’t think 
conservatives want that,” Bork 


Tbe about-face on “no new 


tent. 

R. Emmett Tj 
of the American 
led it “a sdcantic 


Emmett Tyrrell Jr., edit o r 


“Yon can’t beat somebody 
with nobody,” said Anderson,' 
now back at California’s Hoover 
Institution on War, Peace and 
Revolution- “Does Sobran have 
a candidate?” 


Israeli green card is prison West gets S 
without bars for Palestinians tanks* ammo 


West gets Soviet guns, 

anks, ammo — and MiGs 


By Robert Mahoney 


RAMALLAH. West Bank — 
Many Pales tin i a ns fear Israel 
will one day drive them all out 
of the occupied West Bank — 
but increasing □ umbers face 
the opposite problem: The 
Jewish state will not let them 


Some 22,000 Palestinians 
who have fallen foul of tbc 
authorities are fo r ced to cany 
green identity cards, b arri n g 
them from going abroad or 
travelling to Israel, where 
many West Bank residents 
work. 

Tbe cards can have a devas- 


The green cards are an 
Israeli w eapon in the intifada 
— tbe three-year-old Palesti- 
nian revolt agianst Israel’s 
occupation of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Residents of the Gaza Strip 
have been unable to cross into 
Israel without a special magne- 
tic pass since mid- 1989. 

“Look at this,” said Hamid, 
pointing to the Hebrew words 
an Israeli official has written in 


said. 

Defence Minister Mosbe 
Arens said cards are issued 
only to people with a record of 
engaging in criminal or “terror- 
ist” activity. 

“Letting these people work 
in the Israeli economy endan- 
gers the lives of Israelis.” he 
told Reuters. He denied the 
c a r d s were a punishment and 
said those issued with them 
could appeal to the army 


By Mark Fritz 
The Associated Pres s 

BERLIN — In an odd side effect 
of German unification, NATO 
pilots streak across the skies in 


East Germans have has been 
around a long time,” said 
Andrew Duncan of the Interna- 
tional Centre for Strategic Stu- 
dies in London. 


produced by the Warsaw 


To sleek and deadly MSG-29 is 
by far the most dazzling prize in 
the vast trove of weaponry that 
.■once belonged to the East 


“It says I bold an Israeli 
identity card. ..if I show this at 
a checkpoint they will ask to 
see my card. Once they see it is 
green then it is for 


ing them may not even visit 
Jerusalem, the ce ntr e of their 
cultural and Muslim religious' 
fife and home to tbe area’s best 
hospitals. 

Security sources say the 
number of cardholders has 
soared by 50 per cent from 
3,000 in October when police 
shot dead more than 8 Palesti- 
nians in Jerusalem, provoking 
a spate of revenge attacks by 
Arabs on Jews. 

Jafzr Hamiel, a U-S. pass- 
port-holder. cannot travel to 
America because be holds a 
green card. He cannot even 
visit the U.S. consulate in 
Israeli-annexed Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Hamiel says the militazy au- 
thorities switched his ordinary 
identity card for a gr e en ooe 
because be held “nationalist 
sympathies.” 


Cardholders complain of 

harassment and beatings by 

police and automatic arrest if 
they are picked up during 
routine identity checks near 
the scene of unrest. Tbe card 
immediately brands them a- 
suspect in the eyes of the 


The cards, introduced in 
1988, are issued for up to six 
months and are renewable. 
They are often gives to sus- 
pected activists and those who 
have been detained without 
trial in the past. Many de- 
tainees are given green cards 


Palestinian human rights 
lawyer Jonathan Kuttab sees 
foe cards as a form of collective 
pu n is h me nt. 

“It is a punitive measure, not 
a 'security need. Knifings (of 
Israelis) are carried out by 
people without a record,” be 


Last Saturday Arens revived 
another Israeli strategy to 
counter unrest, issuing de- 
portation orders to four 
Palestinian activists in the Gaza 
Strip after Palestinians stabbed 
three Israelis to death in Te! 
Aviv. 

Many Palestinians fear Israel 

ultimately wants to push them 
all out of the occupied territor- 
ies and replace them with Jew- 
ish settlers. 

Security sources say some 
Israeli administrators ' is the 
West Bank oppose the green 
cards, fearing they will fuel 
resentment and unemployment 
among Palestinians. 

One administration said con- 
fining young men could turn 
tiie territories into a volcano. 

“These kinds of feelings... 
would be justified if no Israeli 
had been attacked on the 
streets of Israel.’’ said Arens. 

“People are simply afraid,'* 
he said, acknowledging intense 
right-wing pressure for tougher 
measures against Palestinians. 


Tbe 21 twin-finned Soviet jets, 
are still flown by Eastern Ger- 
man pilots, who now wear tbe 
uniforms of what was once West 


When the two German nations 
reunited on Oct. 3, the former 
West German military was sud- 
denly handed a huge and varied 
collection of Soviet combat tech- 
nology. 

How valuable is it, now that 

the Soviet threat has abated? 

Tbe question of more immedi- 
ate import may be: will it give 
Germany's dose ally, the United 
States, a clearer strategic picture 
of Iraq, which has much of foe 
same Soviet-built hardware? 

“If there were some windfall, 
it would not be veiy helpful to 


advanced tank Iraq and East 
.G erma ny had in common, tbe 
T-72, was 18 years old. 

The MiG-29 is fairly new to 
both tiie Iraqis and the East 
Gomans, who got it in 1988. 

Iraq is believed to have only 
about 30 among its hundreds of 
fighters, and they are so new tiie 
Iraqis may not have mastered 
them yet, Duncan said. 

When the two German 
nations reunited on OcL 
3, the former West Ger- 
many military was sud- 
denly handed a large and 

▼aried collection of 
Soviet combat technolo- 
gy- 


Prescmabiy, Becfaer said , they 
also are nwHng information ab- 
out its capabilities available. He 
said tbe Soviets even let a repor- 
ter from a Western Aviation 
Magazine fly a MiG-29. v\ 
The jet has an advanced rads’ 


give it an edge on the Americas 

F-16. 

“It’s a pretty good aircraft,” 
RekhenmSQer said, tiwt 

Germany routinely passes such 
information on the United 


interests of the United Stales,” 
said Walter RckhennnBer. 
spokesman for the Defence 
Ministry. “Certainly... some 
findings are very interesting.” 

He and independent defence 
experts say, however, that Hide 
can be gleaned from East Ger- 
man weaponry that wasn’t 
known already. 

“Most of the equipment the 


cy analyst at the German Society 
for Foreign Politics in Cologne, 
said Iraq’s MiG-29s may be 
slightly different versions than 
East G ermany has — with dif- 
ferent electronics systems, for 
example. 

“Sure, his useful to takethese 
things span, but foe West al- 
ways has had ways to do that.” 
Becher said. 

Tbe MiG-29 mystique fa <Kmi_ 

mshod somewhat by tbe fact that 

foe Soviets have dropped the 
plane around to prospective 
buyers. mdmSns 


Right now, the 21 MiGs an 
being kept for research pur- 
poses. ReicbemmDer said no de- 
cision had been made oa 
whether to put the MiGs into 
active service, but that most of 
the East G erman a nftial — hllP- 

dreds of tanks, older jet fighters, 
helicopters, guns and muni t i o ns 

— would be destroyed. 

The German armed forces 
must shrink to co mp l y with the 
inlemational of "" ft* 
tion. Keeping much of the 
weaponry in service prob- 
ably would requir e Germany ® 
buy replacement parts from tbs 


Germany may keep th® 
Soviet-made transport planes. 
Racbcnsriller said the govern- 
ment has 1 o ff e r ed some to-th® 
United States for ny in. A® 
Goff. 

He said Soviet transport 
planes were even being used 
a daily shuttle service lau iyfet 
government said imBtnr y pcsso°~ 
nel from Bonn, tiie seat of go*' 
ernment, to Berfin, foe newf 
designated capital of the new 
country. 
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War and Peace 


ByK Yagkl 
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Haghondoqa 9 s paintings reflect 


everything hopeful, positive 


Dec. 20, 1990 {a 


Special to the Jordan Times 

■ 

AMMAN — If a picture 
speaks a thousand words, 
then each of the 43 paintings 
by the Circassian artist 
Mnkarram Hagbondoqa, dis- 
played at the Spanish Cultu- 
ral Centre, is worth a million. 

Haghondoqa’s solo exhibi- 
tion winch opened last Tues- 
day contains paintings that 
are so vivid in colour they 


five and hopeful and uncom- 
plicated. 

Most of the paintings dis- 
played are executed in water- 


colours on canvas, paper or 
velvet backgrounds, and have 
extreme depth dot one is 
enveloped into the atmos- 
phere of every painting 
You see a painting of a 
hillside during spring with 
Sowers in fall bloom and you 
almost feel as if you are on 
that hW. Or you see a group 
of people wearing Circassian 
hats dancing and enjoying 
themselves and yon find 
yourself drawn into the paint- 
ing as though you arc partak- 
ing in the action and the 


classic way, with complete 
respect for perspective , it is 
the choice of colours that 
varies. You see a painting of 
poppies that are peach in 
colour instead of the deep 
crimson that is characteristic 
to this Sower. 

“I interpret scenery in my 
own way , and the colours 
that 1 paint relfect the way I 
feel about a certain subject, ” 
Hagbondoqa explained 

She added that she always 
takes photographs of her gar * 


Although Haghondoqa 
paints her subjects in the 


fy and of scenery and then 
panics them, purring on can- 
vas not an exact copy of the 



One of t 
Cultural 


the artist's paintings currently on display at the Spanish 


scene but what she feels when 
she looks at it, which in a way 
makes her paintings a reflec- 
tion of her spirit and soul. 

Some of the painting tech- 
niques, used by Haghondoqa 
have captured the features 
usually unique to photo- 
graphs. One of her paintings 
of flowers in a vase is im- 
plemented on a velvet back- 
ground. The velvet material 
managed to diffuse the water- 
colours in such a way that it 
gave a hazy atmosphere, 
making the pain ring look like 
an unfocused photograph. 
Yet once again capturing the 
beautiful colours of the 
flowers. 

Tim choice of colours is not 
the most significant feature of 
Haghondoqa ’ s paintings 
though. The transparency of 
the colours used is what gives 
the paintings a new dimen- 
sion. 

So each petal drawn has 
depth, yet it is so lightly 
painted that the viewer could 
see that the artist has indeed 
captured the delicate feature 
of these petals. But the soft 
strokes are nor only on the 
Bowers but also the way the 
human subjects have been 
painted. 

On the portraits Hagbon- 
doqa painted, she used the 
same fine strokes to capture 
expressions, which unlike the 
dainty strokes are express- 
ions showing strength, and 
determination. 

For example , in one of the 
portraits , there stands a Cir- 
cassian man, proudly display- 
ing his traditional dress. 

Hagbondoqa does not only 
reflect her Circassian herit- 
age, she also paints subjects 
Bom places she had lived in. 



In some of the paintings are 
people wearing traditional 
Kuwaiti dress with a market- 
place as background. 

The artist aho captures the 
Kuwaiti beaches, in paintings 
full of tranquility yet drawn 
with hard and fast strokes, 
that add life to the paintings. 

All the paintings displayed 
have enough “white space'" 
that nfalrm each and every one 
of them confortable to the 
eye because each frame is not 
overcrowded with items to 
compete for attention. 

Although framed, the 
paintings do not give the im- 
pression that they are “res- 
tricted" in any way. On the 
contrary , some of the paint- 
ings seem to extend outside 
their frames because of the 


positive atmosphere they 
convey. 

Hagbondoqa, was bom in 
Jordan. She studied with the 
Italian artist , Armando, for 
one year, and continued at 
the Institute of Fine Arts in 
Amman 

Hagbondoqa has partid- 
- pated in many art exhibitions 
with other artists and also 
~ held a few solo art exhibitions 
before. The artist was also 
awarded the silver medal of 
appreciation at an exhibition 
held by the Jordanian Artist's 
Association, during one of 
the Jerash Festivals. 

The exhibition which was 
opened under the patronage 
of the Spanish ambassador, 
D. Ramon Armengod , will 
continue until Dec. 27. 


Wonders of the Louvre: The moulding workshops 
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meat aimed at **. facilitating 
knowledge of masterpieces, 
among the public.” 

The Louvre Moulding 
Workshop (and its reserves), 
are housed in the basement of 
Palais' de Cbaillot, built in 
1937, for the Universal Ex- 
hibition. A dozen craftsmen 
bom the plaster and sculpture 
trades * make some 50,000 
hems here every year. 

'“AG of them are hand- 
made. You will not see any 
tods on the workbenches 
Guy de Charron, bead of the 

department, points out “We 
have 300,000 customers all 
over the world. They go bom 
the private individual who 
wants to decorate Ms mantel- 
piece or stand an Apollo in his 

garden* to universities god art 

academies. Our main buyers 
arc in the United States, 
Japan . and Germany. A 
m useum of antiquities is, at 

present, being created in that 
country , with our collec- 
tions. ” 

“If the techniques of 

moulding barely change, on 
the other hand, there have 
■ been considerable develop- 
ments' in the materials used 
for the impressions and for 


J XT — 

just as eassily as plaster. They 
arc much stronger and resist 
the ravages of climatic condi- 
tions. 
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bright light illuminating them. 
The collection composes an 
exceptional repertoire of 
world sculpture , from the ori- 


The rich and varied collection 
is not limited to works in the 
Louvre. A large part is made 
up of works from foreign and 
provincial museums. The casts 

of works which no longer exist 
today, or which have been 
irremediably mutilated, make 

them invaluable documents. 


The patina process, carried 
out "ring an ancient techni- 
que, gives the plaster, resin , 
bronze or terracotta its final 
colouring. It demands a 
steady brush stroke as weB as 
a mastery of the use of col- 
ours. The craftsman has about 
twenty natural pigments, 
bronze powder and lacqueur 
gam varnish , at h£s disposal. 
The Goal finish comes 6 vm a 
pigm ent-laden wax glaze. It 

takes about three hours to 
give the patina to the torso of 
a Venus one metre Mgb , by 


gjms to the 20tb century. 

The rich and varied collec- 
tion is not limited to works in 
the Louvre. A large pan is 

made up of works from fore- 
ign and provincial museums. 
The casts of works which no 
longer exist today, or which 

have been hremedrah/y muti- 
lated , make them invaluable 


“ Beware of imitations! The 

pieces leaving our workshops 
have been moulded from the 

original works and they bear 


bronze carved around 1080- 
332 B.C.; 'Nebmertuf. the 
royal scribe ’ (around 1370 
B.C.), and the magnificent 
'spoon with the swimmer* 
(around 1400 B.C.), bom an 
original in wood , are very 
popular.” 

“For Greek sculpture , the 
Wipgcd Victory of 
Samothrace and the Venus de 
Milo remain highlights. Their 
casts can be obtained on re- 
quest , life-size: three metres 
high for the former and two 
metres for the latter, or re- 
duced down to 15 cen- 
timetres. After these two stars 
comes the very tine bead of 
the * winning athlete, ’ bom a 
bronze bom the 5th century 

B.C.* 

“A few centuries on, the 
Rabbit by A.L. Baiye (1796- 

1875) is a great Mr. The same 
is true of the Spanish Dancer 
by Degas (1834-1917). ” 
“And then there are 

Mariannes” (symbol of the 
French Republic), Guy De 
Charron concludes. “Schools, 
townhalls and private indi- 
viduals always order a lot of 

them from us. In the 70s. the 
Marainne, who was given 

Catherine Deneuve's fea- 



The craftsmen 


aftsmen at the Louvre Moulding Work 

produce 50,000 items each year. 


lures, replaced the previous 

one , modelled on Brigitte 
Bardot. But. for the last two 
years, B.B. has made a great 
comeback and regained Gist 


position. ” 

“Is this an effect of nostal- 
gia? Or a harking back to the 
50s?” — L’Actualite en 
France. 


AS the pendulum of time moves ever doser to the climax of 
the Gulf exists, two men , one the distinguished Sir War and 
the other, a mere pauper. Peace, derided to engage in a 
discussion concerning the advantages of the tenets they 
both tried to spread. 

It was derided one cold December evening, to hold this 
dialogue in the grand estate of Sir War, for be was 
extremely rich and naturally, because of his great fortune , 
could afford to lavish his guest with every conceivable 
hospitable attention. Peace, on the contrary „ bad no home , 
was very poor and could afford to entertain no one . After 
his arrival. Peace and Sir War sa t near a crackling tire place 
that senr the smell of burning jane throughout the room as 
dry branches popped in the blazing Gre. 

“J say now. Not much point really to our conversation is 
there, my friend ?" Sir War queried as he smoked a 
feathered pipe drawing long deep puffs and studying bis 
guest. Peace. 

His eyes downcast. Peace now looked up at Sir War. 
“WeB, Your Highness, I guess there might not be. It seems 
inevitable that you soon will be called upon and I fear too 
many love your name. There are few powerful persons who 
love me. Each day I grow thinner and each day I feel 
something of me dies. I soon will he too weak to move and 
Fm afraid my last days are coming soon. If there is a 
conflict in the Gulf, perhaps my name will become just a 
memory. But look at you! Time hasn't been kind to you , 
for you are old looking, and bate has turned you ugly and 
you have been fattened by the misery of others. You’re 
dressed in the finest silk, are ringed with gold, rubies and 
diamonds and were a crown of emeralds on your head. You 
even wear gold slippers, ” Peace said as his eyes scanned Sir 
War. " Look at your dwelling. Why, it's not a normal 
abode, it's a gigantic castle built with the hinds of all the 
battles fought in your name from the beginning of time. ” 

Sir War flashed a look of contempt at Peace and sneered, 
"weB, look at you! Your appearance is that of a beggar. 
Yourgarmct is tom jagged and full of boles. Even though 
you still look young and handsome, your beauty is 
destroyed by your poverty. Of course you have no borne, 
for you roam the world trying to gather followers to your 
hopeless cause and naturally. Peace is not proG table. Your 
efforts are useless. Might as weB give up. No one’s listening 
to you! Now, look at me. No matter what my appearance 
is, 1 have statesmen, kings, dictators , presidents and prime 
ministers who worship me. War is a booming business! My 
coffers are full, I am never hungry and I eat the best and 
most expensive food, wear the best clothes, I am warm in 
winter and cool in summer. Come and live with ms and FU 
make you one of my slaves as 1 did Freedom and 
Democracy and you’ll never hunger again nor fee ! die icy 
winds of winter, nor the hot rays of the summ er sun. ” 

Noble Peace slumped in despair and he answered in a 
small voice , "never! I still have the hope that one day you 
will be defeated, that the world will come to its senses and 
destroy all die pain and suffering you cause, once and 
forever, and make me. Peace, their precept to live by.” 

Sir War's fat stomach bounced op and down in laughter 
as he roared, “I, defeated, impossible! Even though you 
are young and J o Id, I shall live until the end of time, for I 
share power with Satan while you have no power of your 
own. Who loves you but insignificant souls who don't 
matter anyway!" 

Peace’s eyes flickered in anger and he said with some 
confidence: “But most of the- world loves me. Litde 
children sing me sohgB and string flowered necklaces in my 
honour and all the good people in every country around the 
world, praise my name and long for my presence/'’ 

“Bah! Rubbish! "what are the miserable masses? They're 
not important! What power do they grye you? What have 
you done to improve civilisation?" Sir War demanded. 

“Everything! In my name, neighbours love each other. 
Spouses live together and bring forth children born of love 
who grow up respecting their elders, crops are planted, 
animal life is encouraged and protected and love is spread 
among nations throughout the world! What good have you 
accomplished?” 

Sir War's face grew intense as he replied, “what 
nonsense you speak/ 1 spread hate and evil. Do you think J 
grew rich and fat spreading goodness and love? You are 
surely mad! People invent in my name new weapons to 
destroy each other. Who cares for the helpless meager 
masses? Who needs peace and love?” His voice grew 
thicker and Ms eyes narrowed in small slits as be continued, 
strengthened by his cause. I make the rich, richer. I give 
more power to ruthless dictators and in the names of my 
slaves, Freedom and Democracy, 1 disperse the postulation 
that the weak should be enchained by their masters . 
Poverty, despair and ignorance must rule the world. " 

Horror-stricken, Peace seemed to grow smaller and his 
voice, weaker. “But the more power you have, the closer 
you are to destroying the whole world. What then w iB you 
do without the world to keep you rich and fat? There can 
be no more wars if there aren’t any more people left to 
tight. You will then become poor and thin tike me and even 
die!” 

Sir War stopped patting bis pipe and choked on the black 
smoke. His face turned bloc as be gasped for breath and then in a 
raspy voice, said, “no, you fool! There will always be a world. 
Many may die, hot many win yet survive and my power wQl 
increase. I will continue to build my castle bigger on the bones of 
die dead. Those who survive win be my slaves. It is you who are 
dying. It is you who has no hope. / have hatred and evil to tight 
my battles and they are much stronger than reason, compromise, 
peace and lave. Come and live with me. We can be friends and 
accomplish more. Between us well rule the entire world! Don’t 
forget, monuments have been erected in my name and widows 
and orphans have cried at my tombs." 

Peace looked incredulously at Sir War. "If you prevail in the 
Golf and blood-thirsty warmongers have their way, there will not 
be much of a world left and even you wiU die, for poverty, despair 
and starvation will become a plague. There won’t be much of 
anyone left to fight anymore. There won’t he all those warmon- 
gers and warlords left to keep the Gres of war burning and keep 
your coffers as well as your stomach full. Instead of having a 
partnership controlled by the devD and full of hate and death, let’s 
make a partnership of peace and love and plant our beliefs like 
beautiful Bowers, throughout the world. You’ll grow used to the 
laughter of tittle children and be pleased by the smiles of 
happiness on every face. " 

"Never! As you cannot join me, neither I you. As I thought, 
our conversation is useless, " Sir War said in frustration as his bald 
bead shone under the huge chandeliers which tit the endless 
room. He turned his head in disgust, dapped hzs huge bands 
which jangled with the sound of gold, diamond bracelets and ring s 
and shouted, u slaves , bring me my supper. 1 am ravished!" 

He then turned his bead back again to ask Peace what be would 
like to eat before be departed , for Sir War was a hospitable 
person and never turned a guest away hungry. But, he was met 
with an empty fireplace. The tire smouldered and the former 
of warmth curled up in black clouds of suffocating smoke 
and the great ball grew suddenly cold as death. The one thousand 
tights of the exquisite chandeliers grew dim and the vast csstle of 
$r War seemed dank and lifeless. Peace had disappeared. Had he 
been just a Ggmeot of Sir War's imagination? Had be ever really 
cadstod after all? 
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Memory 


friend or foe? 




By Mobs Addas/ 

Don’t you sometimes feel that your memory is working for 

someone else. Someone who probably pays it more. Like 
maybe the “other side , " the enemy perhaps? Because when 
you need to remember something of vital importance, like 
your employer's name for example you could sit there and 
grope for minutes on end before the name may or may not 
present itself. 

M /’m pretty sure it starts with a letter , " you would say . 

This is of course the very same memory that if asked 
what you were wearing when you were five and got yourself 
locked in the bathroom at the park , while on a school trip, 
and everyone laughed at you when you finally got out, it 
would remember in excrudating detail: It was a pink dress 
with white polka dots with a matching hair ribbon and I was 
carrying a small bag hill of peanuts, almonds , cashews , 
licorice. And the first and last names of all the kids who 
laughed, arc etc. Not that you spent time trying to 
memorise the names but your brain threw them into the 
bank of selected memories just for the heck of it 1. 

The problem is that your brain cherishes these embarras- 
sing moments and never lets you forget them. 

You could be sitting there peacefully watching TV when 
an embarrassing memory comes out for a “walk," and 
suddenly you have that chilly sensation that you have 
relived trillions of times before ever since the incident 
occurred. 

To me, memories like are killer sharks that resurface 

every so often and threaten to eat a chunk of my sanity. 

Like the time , for example when I was told that a 
thesaurus was not a type of dinosaur. Here I was writing an 
essay, using the word left and right and as it turned out. the 
word was slightly out of context, if you know and as it turns 
out , the word was “slightly” out of context. Oh, the 
disgrace I felt was never matched until I walked into 
another sticky situation some time later. 

It was while shopping when I found just the jacket I was 
looking for and took it to the dressing room to try it on and 
discovered the pockets had some reading glasses in them. It 
dawned on me then that the jacket already belonged to 
someone in the store. So bow was I going to explain that 
taking the jacket was an innocent mistake without looking 
like a complete fool? 

As it turned out the jacket belonged to an 80-year-old 
woman who bad tears of joy in her eyes when I brought 
back the jacket, and appologjsed profusely for the mix-up. 
And I watched as the woman backed out of the store 
keeping her eyes on me , with a suspicious look in them 
until she was completely out of the store. 

Then there was die time when I invited some friends over 
and volunteered to pick them up. They bad come from 
Kuwait just after the crisis and were in a very depressed 
mood as it was. They didn’t need me to add to their “high 
spirits. ” Going back home I took a wrong turn. Trying to 
remedy the situation I took another turn in the correct 
general direction. Don't ask me how, but we ended up at 
the top of a hill with pitless valleys on three of the four 
sides. The problem is that we got stuck there. I could not 
reverse out , nor turn the car around. And our chances of 
falling into one of the valleys was, Td say , 98 per cent. My 
poor “ guests " were as white as tiles with terror. I wouldn't 
have blamed them if they had silently sneaked out of the 
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car and run off. 

How do f manage situations like this? I was so 
embarrassed I felt as small as an ant. It would have been 
wonderful if someone bad just stepped on me and finished 
the job. But of course one doesn 7 get breaks like this in 
real life. One suffers till there is no longer any traces of 
dignity left. 

Anyway, inch by inch and with a miracle to boot. I 
managed to get out of that “steep” situation , but when the 
visit was over my friends took a taxi home!. 

Of course, my chances of ever forgetting this event are 
next to nothing, especially now that it's in writing. 

The problem with incidents such as these which make 
one feel extremely self-cuuadous is that they haunt you for 
an eternity. Sure you die a thousand deaths as you go 
through the same scenario over and over again , with 
different ways and means you could have utilised tp avoid 
those embarrassments and save your face. If only you could 
go back now and Gx it all. 

The truth is, memory , good or bad, makes up a part of 
human nature that, like it or not , we must learn to live 
with. But if there is ever a time machine invented, please 
let me know. I'm going to go back in time in hopes of 
retrieving my dignity and sanity. At least I would rewrite a 
certain essay. Until that invention and just for the record I. 
meant to write “ brontosaurus ” not “thesaurus ” in that 
essay , I swear!. 


Weekend Crossword 


PARTNERS IN RHYME 
By Elhribffl Arthur 


1 Pterold 
5 Plus 

10 Cussed 

IS Cousin of etc. 

19 Bun the show 

20 Flavor or taste 
2*1 worries about 

22 Soil drink 

23 ichabocTs 
headless 
horseman 

25 Eve 

27 Upper house 
mem b ers 

20 was sick 

30 Haring a lagged 
margin 

21 Stable girl 

32 Rayed flower 

33 Nasty ua 

35 Having the moss 
seniority 

DOWN 

1 Rainbows 

2 Mousetrap 
Sector Ladd 

4 Changed the 
Vile of 

5 Classify 

5 Eng. cavalry 
sword 

7 Sam and Bad 
Ems 

2 Eternity 
9 Crime* against 
the state 
VO Climbs 

11 Kind of bird 
*2 Toward the 

mourn 

13 Sleep letters 

14 Sigmoid curve 

15 Card game 
for two 

16 Fuss 

17 Wpe is rvp 1 


38 Uses « paper 
towel 

38 Extension of a 
subscription 

43 Enjoy ■ book 

44 Picnic spoiler 


62 Woodsman at 
times 

63 Luges 

64 Events lor 
bargain matters 

66 By and by 

67 UhMi — 


47 One or another 

48 Ms JdRan 

49 Dam tree 

53 ”AuW Lang — N 

54 Large weight 
55— Magsaysay 

S J. presktong 
^Iterate 
57 Dressed to 
Ihe — 

58 Figure of 
speech 

00 Metal eaters 
61 Assayers test 
them 


18 Metallic fabric 
2* Gr. letters 
26 Denoted 
29 “The Add*™ 
FamHy" Idn 

32 ET eg. 

33 Pair 

34 M. Lacoste 

35 A Muse 

36 Tar.-!- vnod site 

37 Kaye's 
n ur se mai d 

38 Pari of BLT 

40 rr* lootin' for 
Newton 

41 Queen — lace 

42 Caustic 


44 Scuttlebutt 

45 Alumni 

48 Large land: abbr. 
43 M jdm — Body" 
50 Scarce 


71 Growls 

72 NeH or Paul 

73 Bond 

74 "Norma — ' * 

75 Fir* prof. 

76 Retards' 
building workers 

78 — loss for words 

79 Oriental money 

80 JaJ aial basket 

81 March date 

82 Jetty 

83 Tests for 
hopefuls 


51 Distinguishes 

52 Self-esteem 

53 Alluring woman 
57 — than 

fat teasf} 

59 Polyn e s ian 

60 "He has the 
heart of — " 

83 Pago Pago land 
Si Z^hdace of 
Pythagoras 

66 Homsiey sitcom 

68 Infuriate 

67 Boxer's weapon 
66 MetPcti beam 

69 D e v o ur ed 

70 -The Wreck or 
the Mary — " 

71 Bottom I me 

72 Fresh 

73 Bores 
76 Ballet 


85 Indy 500 entrant 
87 Quintuplets 1 
name 

89 Quarry 

90 Coverts 

91 Scraps for Rdo 

92 Ms Lauder 

95 Mubarak's city 

96 Sugars 
100 Laurel's 

Intentions 
103 Actor Alan's 


105 Lone 

106 A Starr 

107 Linda or 
Maurice 

108 losect 

109 Jug 

110 Actor Buddy 

111 Milksop 

112 Cup handles 


77 Bacteria 
80 Panaceas 
82 Stamps 
84 First game 
65 — d'etre 
06 Tire 
finer 

87 Sty nan 
68 Newsy bh 

90 ACtraSS Hope 

91 Jesse of 
imc* fame 

92 Being 

93 Pack 

94 Legend 

95 Discharges 

96 Depots, abbr. 

97 Lab burner 

98 Cloec by 
90 Fast fliers 

101 Prior ta oref . 

102 Ad — 

104 Bird pref 



1. Dandy Engfisfe cricket star signs fine contract with new b aseb all 
team, mobbed by kid fan. 

2. One wbo would constantly debunk kb past company may not bank 
oo m u ch of i terribly rosy fvtwt. 

3. Crorl bad boys try using lux to coax tfiffidnl fox into large box. 

4. One way to lose any friend: Ted him something for hk m good. 


Diagnmfess 19 * 19 . my cni « scmu 


ACROSS 
1 Health resort 

4 School dance 

5 Matched 
collections 

9 Indian 
10 Too bed! 
id Offer opposing 
evidence 

15 "L'etaL e’est 

16 " — and Mindy” 

17 Tusk material 
16 Shoe bottoms 
23 Two score 


DOWN 

1 Shrill sounds 
Z US writer 
3 Imitate 
5 — Ballesteros 
h WWIl crafl 

7 Dance 

8 Pig pen 

9 Cormrvft 
IQ In 3 frenzy 

11 Knowledge 

12 Ostentatious 

13 Firm ament 

14 Tease 

15 Extinct bird 


21 Nib 

22 Speak frankly 
24 seed coat 

27 Treatment 

28 Fruit seed 

31 Brought forth 
Lambs 
33 Throw 
36 Psalm book 
38 Cop's milieu 


46 Govt. org. 

48 Discov er ed 
unexpectedly 
50 Tolerated 
52 Step —I (hurry) 
54 Part of a city 
56 Toss about 
58 Leave 
60 Natives: suff. 
81 Mr. Palmer 


69 Speed contest 

72 Puts fO work 

73 Of b<rth 

74 OH city 

75 Religious image 

78 Obtain 
77 Logic 

73 Loser’s word 

79 Whitney and 
WaHach 


40 Philanthropist 

63 Fo Mow 

81 Method; abbr. 

43 More logical 

06 Journey to a 

82 Actor Howard 

44 Tokyo once 

shrine 

83 Admiration 

iBMuslaJ 

35 Make sweaters 

57 Maks a mtelake 

19 Ancient spice 

37 Ourocher and 

59 Pare 

20 Psychology 

Germ 

82 Think of 

Sigmund 

39 Funny Johnson 

64 Makes money 

23 Sound of disgust 

41 Indian 

66 Type 5126 

25 Notice 

42 Lisas oars 

66 Metal 

**■ -* 

40 TWO 

45 — the mouth 

67 Furnished 

28 Letter addenda 

(sad) 

68 Hood’s gun 

29 Amiss — good 

47 To — 

70 Price 

aaamue 

funanhnouslyl 

71 Chemical ending 

30 Gasp 

49 Como. pL 

72 Drunk's sound 

32 Black to poets 

51 Hauls 

74 Burro 

34 Complete 

53 Thinks 

79 Age 

withdrawal 

55 Taxing gp 

80 Deep 
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f, DECEMBER 20- 21, 1990 — 

JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 




Thursday, Dec . 20 

8£0 Bill Cosby Show 

Cliff wakes up at night for 
a sandwich meal. His wife 
votes against the sandwich 
explaining it would cause 
nightmares. She isn ’t far from, 
the truth. 

9:10 The Blade Forest Clinic 

Bank robbers kidnap Prof. 
Bregman and ask him to 
operate on their injured 
friend, he does his job well 
before the police arrive. 

10H)0 News in English 

10l 20 Feature Film 

■ 

Hollywood Detective 

Starring: Telly Savaias 

Old Harry . who used to 
star in detective movies , tries 
hard to play detective-role , at 
the request of a friend only 
this time the game is for real. 

Friday , Dec . 21 
8:30 Coach 

Luther entrusts Hayden 
with his parrot. The panrot 
flies away and Hayden suffers 
a lot to bring it back to little 
avail. 

9:10 Shakespeare 
10:00 News in English 

10:20 Detective In The House 

Freddie conceives of a plan 
to kill his rich uncle and 


inherit his wealth, but later 
he realises there is another 
contending heir around it and 
decided to eliminate him. 

Saturday , Dec ■ 22 

8-30 Good Morning Miss Bliss 

Miss Bliss is an obvious 
candidate for the Best 
Teacher prize. In fact she is 
such a good teacher that she 
almost flows the prize away. 

WW Encounter 
« 

930 Feature Film 

Children Of A Lesser God 
James Leeds is a young 

eneigetrc teacher in a deaf 
institution who had to fall in 
love with a stubborn student 
in order to be able to teach 
her well. It is a challenge .that 
ends in romance. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 ConL of the Feature 
Film. 

Sunday, Dec . 23 

8:30 Open House 

Dome Sweet Dome 

Linda and Ted are working 
hard these days in the real- 
estate business and one day 
they travel far to meet a 
client... and what a client he 
turns out. 

9:10 The Great Journeys 
The Ho Chi Minh Trail. 

----- ■, ■- 


which can through Laos and 
Cambodia was vital for the 
VietKong in their war against 
the Americans. But in P ea f®\ 
ful times it has been diverted 

to agriculture and became a 
symbol of post wars. 

lQtfO News in English 

1030 The Magistrate 

Once again Judge Paolo 
proves that blood is thicker 
than water and even risks his 
life to save his son , and * 
makes amends with him. 

■ 

Monday, Dec . 24 


8£0 Golden Girif 


proves otherwise. 

Tuesday, Dec. 25 

830 Charles In Charge 

Charles receives three okl 
friends of him in his bouse. 
Soon he, and all the rest, 
discover that these friends 
are bad ones... and Charles 
does something about this, 

9:10 Documentary 

Beyond The Wall 

An interesting 
documentary that sheds some 
light on the old cultural life- 
style of the Mongols in north- 
ern China. 


Rose wants so much to 1030 News in English 
become St. Olafs Woman of 

the Year, and when her 1030 French Feature F3m 
friends alter some facts about 

her qualifications, Rose re- Wednesday, Dec. 26 

fuses that and pulls out of the 

race only to win the title in 

the ends. S’- 30 ARer Nemy 


9:10 Biederbeck Connection 

Mr. Chablin discovers that 
most of the donation money 
intended for the school is 
stolen... and he doesn't care 
much about that. 

10:00 News in Engtisb 

1030 Derrick 

Lisa almost gets killed and 
suspicion hovers over her 
younger husband as be is in 
love with another woman. 
But Derrick's investigation 


830 Alter . Henry 
Phone Calls 

Mother Sara decides one 
day to connect an answering 
machine to her phone . . . little 
does she know that this can 
mean trouble. 

9:10 Economic Perspective 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 A Quiet Conspiracy 

Carter, now. is determined 
to find out all about Bloch 
whose real name is Nils, a 
NATO agent. 






THIS WEEK IN HISTORY 




Thursday , Dec. 20 

1912 — London Peace 
Conference between Turkey 
and Balkan states. 

1922 — Fourteen republics 
of Russia form Union of 

■ 

Soviet Socialist Republics. 

1951 — " France sends 

20.000 troops to Algeria. 
1957 — European Nucfear 

Energy Agency is inaugu- 
rated. 

1973 — Spain's Premier 
fjm Camera Blanco is killed 
when assassins bomb his car 
Madrid. 

1986 — Up to 30,000 stu- 
dents march for democracy 
through Streets Of Shanghai 
in China's largest demonstra- 
tion since era of Cultural 
Revolution. 

1989 — 12.000 U.S. troops 
deployed to Panama join 

12.000 U.S. troops already in 
place to confront the govern- 
ment of Genera/ Manuel 
Antonio Noriega. 

Frida/, Dec. 21 


- _ . I” . 1 I >i\ f I - tr -ffll *7 1 

T I *. •» ' 1 . ’X TS_4 —I — I- 

cades of official enmity. 

1975 — Terrorists raid 
meeting of Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) in Vienna, Au- 
stria. Eleven delegates and 
others are taken hostage, and 
two guards are killed. 

1988 — Sudan government 
confirms it aborted coup 
attempt previous week and 
arrested participants in plot 

1989 — Nicolae Ccausescu 
declares state of emergency 
in Timosoara after tens of 
thousands of protesters till 
the streets in another night of 
mass demonstrations. 

Saturday, Dec. 22 

1790 — Russian troops 




■ 

Afri ca 's last colony, which ger /antis in C Uifbrnia's Mo- 
will become Mack-ruled na- jave Desert to become first 


turn of Namibia. 

1989 — Nicolae and Elena 


aircraft to circumnavigate 
globe non-stop without re- 
fuelling. 

when Securitate forces fail to 1988 — Leftist guerrillas in 

queU street protest s, by over San Salvador attack heavily 
150,000 people in the Roma- 'guarded compound that 
man rental ^houses 'Defence [Ministry, 

-iu nlfifiaig at least three people. 

Sunday, Dec. 23 1989 — U.S. sends 2,000 

reinforcement troops to 
1601 — Irish rebels Tyron- Panama to combat unex- 
ne and O’Donnell are routed pectedly stiff resistance from 
near Kinsdale by British Panamanian troops loyal to 
forces. ousted General Manuel 

1698 — George Lewis sue- Antonio Noriega, 
coeds as elector of Hanover , 

on death of Ernest Augustus. Monday, Dec. 24 

1832 — French take 179S — Britain and Russia 


Revolution. the Turks. 

1989 — 12.000 U.S. troops x J 9a5 
. , , V -- Moscow workers; revolution 

deployed to Panama join . _ - . 

12 000 U.S. noops ahead, in ^ table con- 

place to confront the govern- /ereoQ . between B[it _ 

meat of General Manuel ^ vkeI ^Z ld Indian ^ 

Antomo Nonega. fearfent on dominion Sams 

for India. 

Friday, Dec. 21 1942 — U.S. heavy bom- 

bers raid Japanese-occupied 

irm Rangoon, Burma, in World 

1832 — izgypuau tomes Wry U 

rout Tiridsft army at Battle UK-Last AngloFicncb 

of Koruen. forces leave Port Said, Egypt, 

2898 Radium is disco- following Suez War. 


1698 — George Lewis suc- 
ceeds as elector of Hanover 
on death of Ernest Augustus. 

1832 — French take 
Antwerp, forcing Holland to 
recognise independence of 
Belgium. 

1861 — Sultan of Turkey 
agrees to unification of Mol- 
davia and Wallachia as 
Romania. 

1928 — French and British 
approve convention fixing 
boundaries of Syria and . 


1948 — In World War U, 


Marie Cone. 

1921 — Russia and Turkey 
form alliance. 

1942 — British 8th army 


ca in World War IT. 

1953 — Tran's former Pre- 
mier Mohammad Mosadegh 
is sentenced to three years in 
prison for trying to lead re- 
volt against Shah. 

I960 — Satidf Arabia J s pre- 
mier Emir Faisal resigns, and 
King Sand takes overgovem- 


rign trade pact. 

1963 — Greek liner La co- 
ma catches tire and smkx in 
North Atlantic with loss of 
150 lives. 

1968 — Eighty-two crew-, 
men of U.S. intelligence ship 
Pueblo are released by North 
Korea at Panmunjom, 11 


StOO Churchill Urges Ttnlinne 

to rid themselves of dictator 
Benito Mussolini 

1941 — U.S. forces on 
Wake Island in Pacific sur- 
render to Japanese in World 
Warn. 

1948 — Tokyo’s former 
Premier Etideki Tojo and six 
other Japanese World Warn 
leaders are executed in 
Tokyo. 

1961 — Typhoon bits 
Ceylon and southern Tndia l 
causing heavy death toll 


North Korea. 

1985 — Winnie Mandela, 
defying expulsion order, is 
arrested by police wbo drag 
her from Soweto, South Afri- 


of Arab leaders in Rabat, 
Morocco , ends in disarray 
after quarrels over joint 
efforts to take action a gaiwuet 


1972 — East and West 1988 — South Africa signs 
Germany formally sign treaty accord at United Nations 
anting more than two de- granting independence to. 


B.C. 


1972 — Earthquake that 
struck Managua, Nicaragua, 
is reported to have taken up 
to 10,000 Eves. 

1986— U.S. aircraft Voya- 


1800 — Plot is uncovered 
in Paris to assassinate Napo- 
leon Bonaparte. 

1811 — United States and 
Britain sign Treaty of Ghent 
in Belgium , ending war of 
1812. 

1838 — Sultan of Turkey, 
with Russian support, limits 
authority ofMHosh in Serbia. 

1863 — Saxon and Hanov- 
er troops enter Holstein. 

1866 — Schleswig-Holstein 
is incorporated into Prussia. 

1899 — Canadian and Au- 
stralian volunteers land in 
South Africa. 

1937 — Japanese troops 
capture Hangchow in China. 

1942 — French administra- 
tor of North Africa, Admiral 
Jean Darlan, is assassinated 
in Algiers. 

1951 — Libya becomes in- 
dependent federation under 
King Idris L 

1984 — Iraq cancels all 
Sights to and from Lebanon 
because of inadequate secur- 
ity at Beirut International 
Airport. 

1988 — Soviet Union 
opens talks with exited King 
of Afghanistan in Rome ab- 
out new peace plan for Jus 
war-tom country. 

By The Associated Press 
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is alive and well in London 



By Robert Shelton 

LONDON - Britain's most 
widely known export is not 
her fish, coal or tweed jackets 
but an Elizabethan stage 
genius named William 
Shakespeare. With his works 
known everywhere under the 
soo, million will be pleased to 
learn that w bat might be cal- 
led a Shakespeare Theme 
Park is rising on the South 
Bank of the Thames 

But don't expect a Dis- 
ney esq ue amusement park 
with pinnacled castles, like » 
those in the United States or 
Japan , or the one going up 
north oi Paris. In homage to 
the bard , Shakespeare's 
Globe Theatre is being repro- 
duced. And curiously, the 
Globe, with its open roof and 
odd Elizabethan cylindrical 
shape, is coming to life as the 
result of atireless, often frus- 
trating 20-year effort by an 
American actor Sam 

Wanamaker. 

Perhaps even stranger is 
die fact that Wanamaker's 
campaign to build a Globe 
replica was foundering until 
last year, when archeologists 


discovered the sites of two 
other Shakespearean 
theatres, the Rose and the 
nearby original Globe, both 
destroyed long ago. 
Archeologists of the 

Museum of London unear- 
thed parts of the stage on 
which plays by Shakespeare, 
Christopher Marlowe and 
Benjamin Jonsoo were per- 
formed in the 16th century. 

TtScy also uncovered the au- 
ditorium floor on which those 
early audiences stood only a 
few feet from the performers. 
Said actor Ian McKellen, 
whose work at the Royal 
S ha kespeare Company and 
the National Theatre gives 
him special authority, “It's 
not just that it is unique. It's 
that the Rose site is so rich 
and they're Boding so much 
in terms of structure. " 

A last-minute drama un- 
folded when it was learned 
that a skyscraper was to be 
built on the 400-year-old site, 
of the Rose Theatre. The 


Rose supporters raised such a 
hue and cry that the 


to allow restoration of the 
Rose beneath their 


high-rise building. 

The 1989 campaign to save 
the site of the Rose was 
spearheaded by McKellen , 
Simon Hughes, the area's 
member of parliament, and a 
Surry of stars. Even the ailing 
Lord (Laurence) Olivier was 
able to send his strong mes- 
sage of support “to save the 
Rose. " (Lord Ohvicr died in 
July 1989.) As the preserva- 
tion campaign gathered 
steam , notices appeared on 
billboards with the mes- 
sage: ,4 Don't doze [bulldoze] 
the Rose." The campaign 
speard even to Hollywood, 
where ISO actors signed a 
petition. 

Now , Wanamaker's dream 
of a reconstructed Globe is 
finally being realised. As be 
celebrated bis 70th birthday 
the actor signed a contract 
worth $10.2 minion, and con- 
struction workers began to 
<Bg out the foundations of the 
Shakespeare Globe Centre. 
Said Wanamaker, “71 us is the 
second most important day of 
my life. The first will be April 
23, 1992, when the Globe 
Centre win share its birthday 
with WBJiam Shakespeare ." 


The new Globe will include 
the “ wooden O" theatre of 
Shakespeare, who was part 
owner of the original, built 12 
years after (he Rose. There 
win also be a second theatre, 
exhibition galleries, a bar and 
restaurant, apartments and 
shops. 

Wanamaker explained bis 
dream: "There are two pro- 
jects on Bankside now. The 
Rose encloses what this 


c itooe project ts an zoom. 
There, you will see the stones 
of Elizabethan theatre. Here 
at the Globe Centre you will 
see the stones come to life. 


Watch us grow to be the most 
exciting new area in Great 
Britain. " 

The Rose was built in 1587 
and was the first Elizabethan 
theatre to rise on the South 
Bank of the Thames, in the 
area called R*nlrcide where 
an estimated one eighth of 
the city's population attended 
performances at nearby 
theatres. 


'The Rose win be a labora- 
tory for the future in which to 
experiment with preservation 
methods , and that is what is 
very important," an architect 


noted. 

It was 40 years ago that the 
Chicago- born Wanamaker 
first visited London. The only 
sign he coold Sod of die Globe 
Theatre site was a small pla- 
que on the wail of a brewer’s 
bottling plant. He found that 
insulting to the site where 
Hamlet, Twelfth Sight, King 
Lear and Macbeth had first' 
been performed. By 2970 
Wanamaker bad formed the 
Shakespeare Globe Trust, 
and many in London thought 

that this visionary from 
another land was merely 
eccentric. 

The Globe Theatre v,iU be 
built just across the Thames 
from another famous London 
landmark. Si. Paul's Cathed- 
ral. There has even been talk 
of a footbridge over the river 
to connect the two shrines. 
Plans for the reconstruction 
are moving along ; new that a 
corporate donation of a hour 
$2 million fa as been secured. 

But the struggle skill be 
long remembered. In 1982. 
for example, the local council 
termed the entire project 
"elitist," perf erring instead 
to earmarks the area for pub- 



should attract millions of fans, promoters 

lie bousing. But the climate 


has changed, as is typical in 
Britain. Now the nation is in 
the midst of a heritage boom, 
which has become so exten- 
sive that some people fear 
that Britain v>iil become an 
island museum of its own 
history. The number oi tour- 


ists who visited Britain last 
year exceeded 17 million. 
The figure continues to rise 
steadily , supporting the con- 
tention of heritage advocates 
that they have tapped into a 
lode of spectacular history. 

Explained Wanamaker of 
the rebuilt Globe. "We don't 


say. 

yet know whether people will 
mind some of the physical 
discomforts they may have to 
encounter here. Even so, we 
are going to try and recover 
those kinds of old experi- 
ences. This will be like doing 
Mozart on the instruments of 
‘his time" — World Sews Link. 
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Flutes , guitar bring 
echoes of Andes to 
New York subway 
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By John Wright 

The Associated Press 

m 

NEW YORK — Andean 
Music, winch for centuries 
was echoed off pristine south 
American mountain peaks, 
now fills gritty Now York 
subway stations with hannt- 


Andean groups also work the 
territory Geovanni 


Los Incas, a South Afncr- 
ican duty named for tb&Jndi- 
ans who dominated the 
Andes for centuries, are 
among a variety of musicians 
who perform every day in the 
underground subway sta- 
tions, part of the city's mass 


The Buskers' style and 
quality range the world: a 
classical violinist from Mos- 
cow, jazz saxophonists, lilting 
Caribbean pan drams, 
Argentine “tangueros, ” even 
a blind accordian player. 


year veterans of subway play- 
ing, have learned that 
marketing savvy helps. 

"We feel the wind, we 
know a train is coming. We 
set up songs. By the time the. 
door opens, we're in the cli- 
max of the song,” says 
Geovanni, whose long, black 
hair Sows over a vest made of 
old brightly coloured blank- 


“We have to Turn the songs 
into the' speed of how people 
are rushing out (of the sub- 
way), " the 35-year-old 
Ecuadoran native explains as 
he waits for another subway 
train to whoosh into the sta- 
tion. “If you play slow songs, 
people don't stop and listen.” 

Fhmlr Someone drops a 
handful of change into a. 
guitar case. 

One. fan is 68-year-old 

NatoSoKodiar. “This kind of 

music is 1,000 years old, "says 
Kothar, who has heard many 
mndmtmK from Argentina's 
Andean region in bis native 





Walter Penaranda, known 
as “El Vote," or the poet, 
plays alongside Geovanni 
with a zampemia, made of 
wooden flutes of different 
lengths bound together . 

Both men are versatile. 
Geovanni , who didn't give 

bis brf name, mostly strums 
guitar bat also {days wind 
instruments. El Vatc, a na- 
tive of Lima, Peru, also plays 
on other Botes which dangle 
Horn Ins mack. 

Their music consists of 
variations of El Condor Pass 
as well as Andean folk tones 1 
and nrigm/il c omp o s itions . 

A half-dozen other ‘ 


He said that six years ago 
he lost his job as a govern- 
ment employee and teamed 
up to play music with a friend 
who hud lost employment as 
a carpenter. "We got laid off 
and hit the streets,” Geovan- 
ni said. He 'and his partner 
later split up. . 

El Vate said his lyrics 
sometimes reflect a brush 
with death he experienced 
after a motorcycle accident, 
two years ago. 

“I was in a coma for 17 
days. In my dreams I saw two 
doors. I went through one 
door, I chose life,” he said.. 
He added that music helped 
“rebuild my life,” 

A song ends, and a little 
girl puts a coin in a musi- 
cian's band. 

It's a fleeting kind of fame. 
Dozens of people sometimes 


leave the station or board a 
train, then a few passengers' 
Bom the next Bow stop a- 
moment 

Some musicians concen- 
trate on mkhown stations, 
where they can attract good 
dps from commuters and 
tourists. 

Others play in outlying 
neighbourhoods. Latin 
American musicians often 
show up in stations where’ 
their co-nationals Eve. The' 
same applies for black and 
other ethnic music. 

Subway musicians say the 
life is sometimes difficult. 

“What we do is pleasur- 
able, but it's also a hard job," 1 ’ 
said Geovanni. “We're on 
our feet long hours — ex-, 
acmes of weather, noise.” ' 

Also guards. Transit police 
remove musicians on occ&- 
SOU. 

Although the U.S . Sup- 


ban on hqgywy in the sub- 
ways, the high court did not' 
ban musicians from perform- 
ing- 

But officers may eject, 
musicians if they're on a 
crowded platform and people' 
axe having trouble getting 
around them or if they use 
amplifiers, which violate the 
city's noise codes, said Bob 
Slovak, a spokesman for the* 
city's transit authority. 

“PoUce feel that tins k not 
a job,” Geovanni said with a. 
touch of resentment. “Some- 
times it's a seven-day, 12- 
hour a day job. We don't 


fool around. We c o me here 

m earn and succeed .* 


Godfather Iff goes before the critics 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — It's 
coming our over budget, be- 
hind schedule and 16 years 
after Its predecessor, but Pa- 
ramount executives are bet- 
ting The Godfather Part JJJ 
will be a movie audiences 
can't refuse. 

After a frantic mouth of 

■ 

editing and p olishin g, the fin- 
al film in Francis Ford ooppo- 
la's mafia trilogy , i was un- 
veiled Wednesday to critics 
and movie theatre owners in 
New York, San Francisco, 
Los Angeles and other key 
markets across the country. 



Disappointment ran higher 
among New York viewers, 
while those who watched in 
Los Angeles applauded. 

The movie will open on 
Christmas Day on 1,800 
screens in tire United States 
and Canada. It originally was 
scheduled for aThanksgiving 
release , but was moved back 
because of production delays. 

m 

For a while, it was uncer- 
tain whether Godfather in 
would be released at all this 
year. Paramount Pictures, 
gunning for the lucrative holi- 
day market, decided to rush 
it out at the end of the year 


after Chairman Frank Man- 
cuso and other executives 
saw a rough version of the 
film in October. 

“Without question, this is 
the one everybody's talking 
about ” said John Krier, 
president of Exhibitor Rela- 
tions Co. Inc. “ Ever since 
Dick Tracy, aJT the talk has 
been about Godfather .” 

With preview screenings 
held this week, the movie 
qualifies for this year's award 
consideration from the 
Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences and Los' 
Angeles Film Critics Associa- 
tion. 


The S58-million film — tri- 
ple the industry’s average 
cost — was burdened with 
problems throughout produc- 
tion. Real-life lovers A1 Pad- 
no and Diane Keaton, repris- 
ing their roles as Michael and 
Kay Corleone, split up during 
the filming. Rising star Wino- 
na Ryder (Edward Scis- 
sorbands) was unable to co- 
star as Michael's love-struck 
daughter because of exhaus- 
tion. 

She was replaced at the last 
minure by Coppola's daugh- 
ter Sofia, who bad never had 
a major film role before. 

The first two Godfather 


films are considered master- 
pieces of American cinema 
and either made or solidified 
the careers of some of today's 
leading actors, including 
Pacino, Keaton, Robert De 
Niro, James Caan , Robert 
Duvall and Talia Shire. 

In the latest sequel, set in 
1979, Michael Corleone 
attempts to bury his gangland 
roots but realises, “just when 
I thought I was out, they pull 
me back in.” 

Despite a SlOO-millkm - gift 
to the Roman Catholic 
Church and inductioninto an 
b on or ary . . church 'efrder. 


Michael soon finds himself 
plotting Vatican politics and 
Sicilian executions. 

Reviewers in New York 
were largely critical of God- 
father HI, complaining that 
at two hours and 12 minutes 
it was too long and that it 
lacked a hard edge and keen 
focus. Its ending, meant to 
evoke feelings of tragedy, 
was greeted with laughter. 

But Los Angeles critics ap- 
plauded robustly as the final 
credits rolled. Movie exhibi- 
tors who saw a separate 
screening generally expressed 
Satisfaction. 


* 

Van Gogh centenary ends with show of his impact on art 

\ 


f ‘lt would have been very easy 
to put together a show of 
artists who were closer In style 
to Van Gogh — there were so 
many painters who imitated 
him. But what we wanted were 
artists of such a stature that 
they were not swallowed by 
Van Gogh but rather absorbed 
his work and transformed it 
Into their own styles.” 

view entitled " Bedroom In 

AinmUlerstrasse ” by Kan- 


AMSTERDAM (R) — The 
Netherlands is dosing a year 
of festivities marking the 
centenary of Vincent Van 
Gogh's death with a major 
show of bis impact on mod- 
em art. 

The exhibition, at Amster- 
dam's Vincent Van Gogh 
Museum, brings together 
artists as varied as Matisse, 
Mondriaan, Picasso, Klimt 
and Kandinsky to show how 
each was influenced by 
Dutch-bom Van Gogh. 

“It's always been said that 
Van Gogh was a founding 
father of modem art. But an 
exhibit on this scale that tries 
to show bow has not been 
mounted before," said Fred 
Leeman, curator of the ex- 
hibition. 

The show is en tided "Vin- 
cent Van Gogh And Modern 
Art" and runs until Feb. 17. 

It includes 50 works by 


Van Gogh, chosen because 
they were seen by artists in 
exhibitions the decade after 
bis death or were part of 
private collections that pain- 
ters had access to. 

The works are surrounded 
by about 120 paintings by 
major 20th century artists 
who were inspired, bur nor 
overwhelmed, by Van Gogh. 

“It would have been very 
easy to put together a show of 
artists who were closer in 
style to Van Gogh — there 
were so many painters who 
imitated him, " said Leeman. 

“ But what we wanted were 
artists of such a stature that 
they were not swallowed by 
Van Gogh but rather 
absorbed bis work and trans- 
formed it into their own 
styles." 

Sometimes the influence is 
easy to see, as in a bright 
green and yellow bedroom 


dirtsky in 1909. 

It borrows much in com- 
position, use of colour and 
heavy brush strokes from 
Van Gogh’s paintings of his 


sparse bedroom in a hospital 
in Arles, France where he 
spent some of the last months 
of his life. 

But in other paintings — 
by Braque, Matisse, and 
Schiele — it is harder to see 


where the influence of Van 
Gogh begins and that of 
other contemporaries ends. 

The exhibition shows bow 
the fauve style of painting in 
France at the turn of the 
century owed much of its 
bright style to Van Gogh's 
use of unrealistic co/ours to 
heighten emotion in bis 
works. 

It also includes artists Bom 
Germany who were inspired 
by his total dedication to art 
as a way of life. 

Leeman admits that deter- 
mining precisely Van Gogh's 
influence can be complex. 

“Talking about influence is 
always very painful to artists 
because it threatens what is 
most important to them — 
their originality ," he said. 

Van Gogh sold only one 
painting during his lifetime 
but bis works have fetched 
record prices at auctions in 


recent years. 

His Portrait Of Doctor 
Gachet became the most ex- 
pensive picture to be sold at 
an auction when it fetched 
$82. 5 million earlier this 
year. The previous record 
price was set by his Irises 
which was purchased for 
$53.9 million in 1987. 

Van Gogh was supported 
financially by his brother 
Tbeo, an art dealer, and de- 
spair at his lack of success 
was partly why the painter 
committed suicide in July 
1890 at the age of 37. 

As the bigbpoint of the 
centenary celebration, the 
Netherlands filled two 
museums with the largest re- 
trospective ever of bis work 
earlier this year. 

The anniversary has also 
been marked by opera, 
theatre and film productions 
about his life and work. 





German film studio attempts renewal 


By Deborah Seward 

The Associated Press 

BABELSBERG, Germany 
— Cameras still roll on the 
sprawling sets, but Ger- 
many's largest film studio 
hasn't made an interoaDonai- 
ly acclaimed movie since 
Marianne Dietrich dazzled 
the world in the 1920s. 

The Nazis drove away 
talented stars such as Diet- 

rich, and the Communists 
failed to attract any when 
they took over the fabled 
UFA Studio outside Berlin 
after World War U. 

With Germany unified, the 

studio is- now being priva- 
tised, and its future is oncer-- 

tain. But studio employees, 

many of whom have worked 
there for decades, want to 
transform pEFA into an in- % 

dependent production centre! 


able to secure new audiences. 

"We are a studio with great 
capacity and no orders. That 
explains our stress /” said 
Andreas Scheinert, DEFA’s 
new marketing director. 

The studio owes any re- 
nown to its pre-war days, 
when as the Universal Film 
Company, or UFA in Ger- 
man, it created movies rival- 
ing those Bom Hollywood. 

German director Fritz 
Lang filmed metropolis in the 

principal studio, a cavernous 
halt so big another director 
was able to sink a replica of 
the Titanic for his movie. 

Future Hollywood director 
Josef von Sternberg brought 
■out the best in Dietrich — the 

husky laugh and the silky legs 
—r in the 1929 classic Buie 
Angel. 

But by 1933, when Hitler 

came to power, many stars 


and major directors had 
abandoned Germany out of 
disgust at the Nazis’ racial 
and artistic policies. Joseph 
goebbels used the studios to 
make propaganda movies. 

After the war, Babelsberg, 
a wooded suburb of brick 
villas and peaceful lakes on 
the edge of Berlin, became 
part of East Germany and the 
studio the property of the 
Communist state . 

Renamed DEFA , the 
acronym for German Film 
Company, it produced 680 
films since 1946 , most of 
them Communist propagan- 
da. Not one became famous 
outride East Germany. 

Since reunification in 
October, there have been 

some changes, although most 
of the 13 projects in produc- 
tion are old contracts. 

However , several former 


Wtsr German television stu- 
dios and one independent 
producer have already work- 
ed at DEFA. 

Scheinert, a screenwriter 
by training, is working on 
restructuring concept 
together with officials from 
the National privatising 
Agency, Treuhand, to rum 
DEFA into a media centre. 

“We cannot survive only 
on feature films alone," he 
explained. “The decisive fac- 
tor is to film projects ... that 
are good enough to enter the 
European market." 

DEFA is trying to develop 
a structure similar to the 
Bavarian Film Studio that 
groups a number of small 
companies under its wing. 

Die studio is also eagerly 
renting out treasures Bom its 
store of 750,000 costumes, 

500M00 uniforms and 2,000 

m 


wigs to bring in cash quickly 

It is ideally located to be- 
come a major film centre. 
Three airports are a short 
drive away, as is the Kurfuer- 
stendamm, the broad boule- 
vard located in former down- 
town West Berlin that is lined 
with big cinemas. 

But it will take a lot of 
money and time for DEFA to 
match the standards of mod- 
ern movie making. 

“A gyeat deficiency is the 
obsolete technical standard in 
the studios f ” said Philipp Be- 
rens, press spokesman for the 
Bavarian Film Studios in 
Munich. 

Schreinert estimates that 
120 million mark ($83 mil- 
lion) is needed to modernise 
the studio. 

That will also require cost 
cutting. Benefits to studio 

employees such as subsidised 

■ 


meals, a daycare centre and a 
medical clinic on studio 
grounds will not survive. 

Hundreds of the studio’s 
employees — once number- 
ing around 2,400 — have been 
fired, including a full sym- 
phony orchestra. More pink 
slips are on the way. By the 
end of 1991 no more than 800 
people will still be employed 
there. 

"We are a little afraid. 
People are depressed ," said 
Waltraud Stockfisch of the 
Pu blic Relations De pa rr- 
ment , who started as a hair- 
dresser at DEFA in 1950 and 

now gives studio tours. 

Other emplyees are angry. 

“Nobody wants to go to 
Duesse/dorf or Bavaria. We 
don't want to leave," .said 
artist Alfred Bom, who has 

space in the main an atelier. 
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U.S. approves new contraceptive implant 
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By Deborah Mesce 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON -A New 
contraceptive routed by 
famil y planning experts as the 
most effective , reversible 
method of birth control will 
soon be available to women 
in the United States. 

The Food and Drug admi- 
nistration (FDA) has 
approved Norplant dealing 
the way for Wyetb-Ayeist 
laboratories to begin training 
health practitioners bow to 
insert the implant that can 
prevent pregnancy for up to 
Ore years. 

“It’s going to be interesting 
to watch what kind of reac- 
tion Norplant gets among the 

public and physicians, " said 
Jeannie Rosoff, president of 
the Alan Guttmacber Insti- 
tute, a research and policy 
group that focuses on repro- 
ductive health issues. 

“ There are going to be 
some women for whom this is 
a godsend. The numbers we 
don’t know yet," she said. 
“But any new addition that is 
safe is desirable. " 

Susan Dauley, who under- 
went a test implant six years 
ago, told a news conference 


in New York , she decided to 

do it again. “It just took a few 
minutes. " Mrs. Dauley said. 
“You hardly feel anything. " 

Family planning experts 
say Norplant is the Gist major 
new contraceptive avallabe to 

American women in three 
decades, since the birth con- 
trol pill was approved in 1960 
and a new generation of in- 
trauterine devices, or RIDS, 
became availabe around that 
same time. 

Norplant was approved in 
Finland in 19$3 nnd has been 
approved in IS countries 
since then . Half a million 

women in those countries 
have used it, according to the 
Population Council, which 
developed the device. 

Norplant consists of six 
thin, flexible capsules, each 
about an inch and a third 
long. They are inserted in a 
fan-like arrangement under 
the skin of a woman’s inner 
arm above the elbow. The 
minor surgical procedure is 
done in JO to 15 minutes with 
local anesthesia in a doctor’s 
office or a clinic. 

The capsules contain a hor- 
mone that is released slowly 
over five years. The imp/ants 


can be removed any time and 
fertility is quickly restored. 

Norplant is 99 per cent 
effective for women weighing 
less than 150 pounds. It may 
be less effective in heavier 
women , according to the 
council. 

It will be marketed by 
Wyeth-Ayerst Laboratories 
of PbUadeJphia and company 
officials expect the drug to be 
available commercially in 
February. 

Dr. Marc W. Dei teb , 
medical director at Wveth - 
Ayerst , said the company 
won’t discuss the cost of Nor- 
plant until it goes on the 
market, probably in Febru- 
ary. But be said it will cost 
less than five year’s worth of 
birth control pills. 

“ That’s the controlling fac- 
tor, " said Dr. Amy Pollack, 
associate medical director for 
the Planned Parenthood Fed- 
eration. 

C. Wayne Bardin, vice 
president and director of 
medical research for the 
Population Council , said last 
week he had been told the 
price would be in the range of 
$200 to $300, not including 
the cost of implanting the 


device. 

One group for whom No, r- 
plant is likely to be popular is 
women who have had all the 
children they want but aren’t 
sure they want to be steril- 


Sterilisation is the leading 
method of but control for 
married couples in the Un- 
ited States. In 1989, in nearly 
10 per cent of married cou- 
ples in which the woman was 
between 15 and 11, sterilisa- 
tion was used, according to 
the National Centre for 
Health Statistics. 

“ Many make that decision 
(to be sterilised) for lack of 
another choice, " Pollack 



Some, however, may not 
like Norplant's side effect. 

The major one is menstrual 
irregularities, including pro- 
longed periods and spotting 
between periods. About 15 
per cent of the women who 
have the implant have it re- 
moved because of bleeding, 

according to the council’s stn- |7, e Norplant birth co nt rol capsules. The cap - 

.. ^ . . . . sales are placed under the shin in the inner arm 

*™.es effertive wMtfn 24 w*e» 

changes, and acne, P****** during the Nrst seven days of menstrual 

the FDA said. cycle. 


‘Gene revolution will boost food supplies 9 


By Carl Hartman 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — One of 
the world's leaders in farm 
research predicts that a “ gene 
revolution " will multiply 
world food supplies just as 
the so-called “green revolu- 
tion i” has done since the 
1960s. 

m 

M.S. Swaminathan, an In- 
dian who formerly headed 
the International Rice Re- 
search Institute at Los Banos 
in the Philippines, said gene- 
tic engineering has yielded 
new varieties of trout that 


gain more weight with less 
feed and salmon that can 
survive in colder water. 

Within 10 years, he pre- 
dicted . one of every four fish 
eaten by people will have 
come from Gsh farms. Mean- 
while, progress is also being 
made in grains and other 
edible plants. 

“The plants with new char- 
acters now under testing in- 
clude maize, cotton, soy- 
bean, potato, tomato, tobac- 
co, alfalfa, cucumber , canta- 
loupe, squash, rice, walnut 
and poplar (trees), ” Swami- 
natitan said. “We can expect 
jerven more rapid progress in 


the nineties....’' 

Swaminathan predicted 
that more work will be done 
on speeding up the growth of 
Gsh, determining their sex, 
and on improving quality, 
resistance to disease and 
adaptation to different food 
and water. 

In the Nordic countries and 
parts of the United States, 
nearly all trout and salmon 
on Gsh farms are already 
being vaccinated, he said. 

He noted that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
has issued nearly 100 permits 
for testing new genetically - 
engineered plants in the past 


Swaminathan gave the 
sixth animal Sir John Craw- 
ford Memorial Lecture, 
founded to honour an Au- 
stralian agriculturalist who 
helped found the consultative 
group on international agri- 
cultural research. 

The group, which links 13 
international farm research 
centres, held its annual week- 
long meeting in Washington 
in October. 

Swaminathan said genetic 
engineering started in uni- 
veristy and government 
laboratories, but its develop- 
ment For practical use has 


been done largely by private 
business. 

“ This has led to the ques- 
tion whether the fruits of 
such research will be avail- 
able only to those who can 
afford to pay adequately for 
them," he said. 

He suggested that people 
go hungry today more be- 
cause they lack money than 
because there is no food to 
buy. 

“In other words, to win the 
battle against hunger, we 
have to tight the famine 9 of 
jobs," he said. 

He credited the green re^. 
volution for making Indnr 


largely self-sufficient in 
wheat. When it became inde- 
pendent in 1950, the country 
was unable to feed its large 
and rapidly growing popula- 
tion. 

But because of research 
into high-yielding crops, Indi- 
a's wheat production rose 
from 12 million tonnes in 
1964 to 55 million tonnes this 
year.. 

The green revolution was 
touched off by the work of 
Norman Boriaug , an Amer- 
ican who won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1970 for his 
work in Mexico on new higb- 

yield : varieties of .wheat. 
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Pollution, industry 
blamed for sharp 
climb in cancer rates 


World’s remaining smaiipox 
virus to be destroyed 


By Pual Raeburn called multiple myeloma and 

The Associated Press the dangerous skin cancer 

called melanoma , Davis said. 
NEW YORK — Cancer The rates are climbing in 
death rates in industrial many industrial nations, in- 


ised nations are rising foster 
than aging and smoking 
might account for, heighten- 
ing suspicion that pollution 
and other environmental 
dangers are at fault, scientists 
say. 

Cancer causes about 2.3 
million of the 11 million 
deaths annually in industrial- 
ised nations. according to one 
of an international set of re- 
ports collected and published 
by the New York Academy 
of Science. 

When lung cancer - most 
often caused by smoking — is 
excluded, the cancer death 
rate among men in industrial- 
ised nations has risen 9 per 
cent since 1950, the report 
said. Cancer death rates for 
women have risen in some 
countries and fallen in others, 
it said. 

“Cancer is increasing in 
industrial countries above 
and beyond that due to 
cigarette smoking or aging m 
alone , " said Devra Lee 
Davis , an editor of a collec- 
tion of studies and a resear- 
cher at the National 
Academy of Sciences in 
Washington. 

“The combination of air 
pollution and industrial activ- 
ity is obviously a very impor- 
tant factor." 

Brain cancer is among the 
most rapidly increasing. 
Davis said, especially among 
people over 65. In some 
cases, the rate in the indust- 
rial world has increased more 
than six-fold in those over 
age 75, she said. Such cancer 
has also increased among 
young people, although at a. 
lower rate , she said. 

Sharp increases also are 
occurring in a blood cancer 


eluding the United 5tates. 

In Italy, Cesare Maltoni 
and colleagues at the Bolog- 
na Institute of Oncology 
found that cancer causes 
nearly 40 per cent of all 
deaths in the Bologna area, 
and the rate continues to 
climb. That's double the rate 
for the rest of the country. 
Bologna is in the most indus- 
trialised part of Italy. 

“The changes are so great 
over such a short time in so 
many countries in men and 
women that we need to look 
carefully for their causes," 
Davis said. “These could be 
very important as dues for 
prevention. " 

Although the studies 
emphasise occupational and 
en vironmen tal exposures, 
smoking remains one of the 
greatest causes of cancer, 
Davis said. 

Smoking kills an estimated 
3 million people each year 
around the world, and if cur- 
rent trends continue chat will 
climb to more than 10 million 
by 2020. Davis said. The 
combined population of the 
industrialised countries stu- 
died is about 1.2 billion. 
Although the increases in 

cancer are clear, the causes 
are not, Davis said. Links to 
benzene, PCBS and other 
environmental cardnogens 
are being considered. 

Among other possible fac- 
tors. she said, are: A genetic 
predisposition to cancer: 
lifestyle, induding drinking 
and somking : the con- 
sumption of anti-cancer foods 
like fresh fruits and veget- 
ables; exposure to X-rays and 
infectious agents, and a varie- 
ty of occupational hazards. 


GENEVA (R) — The Un- 
ited States and the Soviet 
Union will destroy the 
world's last live smallpox 
viruses now that the disease 
has been eradicated, the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has announced. 

Smallpox, a once-dreaded 
disease that killed millions 
around the globe, was wiped 
out in 1977. 

The two superpowers, 
which hold the only remain- 
ing stocks of the vims under 
tight security, decided it war 
finally time to destroy them . 

They concurred in a WHO 
committee decision that the 


stocks should be destroyed by 
the end of 1993, WHO said in 
a statement. . 

The two sides may have 
been worried about the possi- 
ble use of the virus in biolo- 
gical warfare, a WHO official 
said. 

They store the viruses 
frozen in laboratories at the 
Centre for Disease Control 
(CDC) in Atlanta and the 
Research Institute for Viral 
Preparations in Moscow. 

Final destruction will be 
dependent on scientific work 
on the virus, the U.N. agency 


Somalian hospital cook AH 


Maow Maalin, still living, 
contracted the last naturally 
occurring case of the poten- 
tially fatal disease in October 
1977. Another case occurred 
in 1978 in Britain but that was 
during a laboratory accident. 

Since then the CDC has 
received collections of virus 
strains from Britain , Japan 
and the Netherlands, and the 
superpowers now bold the 
only live stocks. 

As recently as 1967 small- 
pox struck 10 million to 15 
million people a year and 
killed two million. Two cen- 
turies ago, a tenth of all 
deaths were caused by 


smallpox. 

But an all-OUt campaign 

launched by WHO in 1967 
succeeded in eliminating the 
disease within a decade. 

Scientists were confident 
that the virus was not still 
living oh in some isolated 
jungle or desert area because 
it required an unbroken chain 
of victims — it had to be 
passed on to someone else or 
else it died. 

Victims either developed 
immuni ty or died, and thus 
small, isolated communities 
soon ran out of victims. The 
result was that the virus itself 
was wiped out. 




Alcohol can 

damage foetus’ 
brains— -doctors 


By Melanie OH 
CIGARETTES and drugs 
have king been known to be a 
hazard for the unborn 
baby, bat many mothets-to- 

be fan to realise that alcohol 

can be no less toxic for the 

embryo. 

Specialis ts say about 2*200 
babies a year are bom in 
Germany with a physical or 
mental disability because 
their mothers were unable to 
get by without alcohol during 


Doctors foci the true numr. 
her is much higher. In only 
about on case in 10 is alcohol 
correctly diagnosed as the 
cause of a baby’s condition. 

Parents often keep its con- 
dition a secret. It may also, 
for that matter, not come to 
the fore until a much later 
’stage in the child’s develop- 


m " ■ , 

alcohol a woman basjdpmk 
during pregnancy, ” he said, 
than on bow much mother 

and child coaid take. 

“There are mothers - who 
drink to excess but givfbirth 
to children who show Jew if 
any signs of damage;! and 
others who drink faiffylhtlc 
bat give birth to chUdrcn 'with f 
clear signs of akxxboMelated 

conditions. " 

Children of alcoholic 
mothers are - particularly at 
risk. Their mothers can sel- 
dom make do without their 

alcohol during pregnancy, 
said Reinbild . Ge/er, chief 
surgeon at the Sankt- Vitus- 
Stiff, a hospital in Lower 
Saxony that specialise Is in 


“ ’Alcohol is die most fre- 
quent cause of physical de- 
formity and brain damage 
today, " said Hermann LOser 
of Munich University chil- 
dren's hospital, la u n chin g the 
latest Aktion Sorgenkind 
media campaign in Frankfurt 
am Main. 

The campaign is aimed at 
warning the German public 
of what the effect of alcohol 
intake by a pregnant woman 
may be on the child-to-be in 
her womb. 

Babies affected by their 
mothers drinking during pre- 
gnancy tended, he said, to 
have deformities of the head, 
face, heart and connective 


They were usually mentally 
retarded too. Professor Lbser 
said, painting the full picture 
of a condition known as alco- 
hol embryopathy. 

This, however, was but the 
tip of the iceberg. Alcohol- 
related conditions occurred 
in children in varying de- 


grees. Their effect often did panic, but social drinkmg is 
not make its presence felt defmhefy. ajkreat to fhe'on- 
untd later when they ' drifd .^ ' ' " 

unable to keep up with othei The leaflet offers - women 


“Women don't drink for 
fan, they drink because tbey 
have problems," she said. 

A normal course of treat- j 
meat was frequently too : 
much of a harden during " 
pregnancy, however, and 
many women who made the 
attempt abandoned it before 
the end of the coarse^ 

“ Female addicts need a 
low-threshold arrangement 
that enables them to sp end 
their pregnancy in a drag-free 
environment while not expos- 
ing them to the strain of fog 
therapy,” Frau Gdcr said. 

She would gladly see an 
increase in the number of 
advice centres and outpatient 
facilities for pregnant women 
drug addicts.' She has drawn 
up a plan of action and sub- 
mitted it to the Lower Saxon 
Ministry of Welfare. A *two- j. 
page Aktion Sorgenkin d leaf- 
let available at many chem- 
ists’ and doctors* surgeries 
says women would do best to 
stop drinking alcohol the mo- 
ment they decide they would 
like to have a child. 

A drink or two in early 
pregnancy is no occasion for 
panic, but social drinkmg is 
defmhefy. ajbreat to' the' on- , 


at school. 

Their ability. to learn was 
limited, their behaviour dis- 
turbed. “They are restless, 
daredevil and unable to 
assess risks properly," Pro- 
fessor L&ser said. 

He felt foetuses were main- 
ly threatened by . their 
mother’s alcohol intake in 
theff first three months in the 
womb. Alcohol in the 
mother’s blood passed imfi?- 
tered through the placenta 
into the embryo and affected 
brain and organ develop- 
ment. 

The unborn child was de- 
fenceless, its liver was unable 
to handle alcohol in the 
blood. Children lacked the 
substances on which the fully- 
grown body relied to decon- 
taminate the blood. 

“The degree of damage de- 
pends less on the amount of 


alcoholics help and advice. It 
lists the addresses of special 
Him es and advice centres. 

Telephone hotlines have 
been specially set npi 

Medical organisations have 
called on the Health Ministry 
to make a health warning 
mandatory on bottles con- 
taming alcoholic drinks. ' That 
would make the risk of even 
moderate d rinkin g during 
pregnancy more readily 
apparent. 

Similar to the health warn- 
ing on cigarette packets, it 
might say: “Alcohol daring 
pregnancy may harm your 
child's health." That should 
make pregnant women, their 
families, friends and work- 
mates more clearly aware of 
the problem. 

— Frankfurter 


Fear of flying 
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even cabin crews can share it 




By Justin Westboff 


TRAVEL and tourist methane, 
includes advice by the medical 
profession and tips for patients 
from which not fust executives 
and summer holidaymakers but 
much of the population benefit. 

An association has been set up 
to supervise the discipline. A 
magazine has been launched 
and. perhaps inevitably, an 
abbreviation. RTM. short for 
reise-ond Toaristikmedizin, has 


of hying." 

But there were methods by 
whic h it can suc ce s s fu lly be com- 
bated, and be didn’t mean drink- 
ing oneself tally as many coward- 
ly pseuds are disposed to do. 

Fear isn’t eliminated, merely 
plastered Over, by alcohol. And 


unhkety to boost turnover if they 
arrive at their dest in ation be- 
numbed and under the infh 1 - 


pemng. 

That is not the case with fears 
which are not directly connected 
with flying. In such cases relaxa- 
tion training and behavioural 
therapy may help. 

A number of airlines aho offer 
special weekend courses on 
which passengers can learn exer- 
cises that can be repeatedly in 
coospkxiously in the confines of 


could as a rule fly, the c on g res s 
was told. They must merely keep 
to their treatment and have 
medicine and other aids at the 


would do well to consult a doctor 


Consulting an experienced 
doctor bef or ehand afan dea r ly 
makes sense. Even pregnant 
women could By. said Zttrich 


at least two months beforehand. 

Hygiene is the best precaution 
ag ains t a number of complaints, 
such as hepatitis A and di- 


Diarrhoea was nsnaUy over with- 
in an hour. There were virtually 


of travellers to tropical and sub 1 


At this year’s metSca in Dds- 
sddort \ a major medical con- 
gress. an entire day was devoted 
to RTM. It may not have been 
/narked by the fair of the great, 
wide work!, but it certainly 
wasn't boring. 

Most holidays nowadays start 
at the airport, and many people 
are still afraid of flying. An 
estimated 30 per cent of Ger- 
mans share this fear to varying 


In most cases fear of flying is a 
mixed bag of phobias from ev- 
eryday life, such as claustropho- 
bia. This realisation if often a 
first step hi the direction of a 


Only 10 per cent of air 
travellers suffer seriously , bat 40 
per cent at most feel really com- 
fortable in mid-air, said Lufth- 
ansa psychologist Reiner Kem- 
mfcr. 

“Cab in crew members he 
int rig uin gly added, . “ ha ve aho 
been known to suffer bom fear 


Few airline passengers are 
seriously afraid of Byingas such; 
only a handful saf/cr from 
aeroaeuroris. Most fears arc 
triggered by specific features of 
Hying, such as dunbing, turbu- 
lence or the noise of undercar- 
riages being opened. 

The commonest symptoms are 
muscular tension, the shakes, 
perspiration . palpitations, short- 
ness of breath, stomach trouble 
and rfi 7r i m» u 

Heir KwwmW ays fears that 
are triggered by technical 
goings-on can usually be aUcri- 
ated by explaining what is bap- 


Courses end with a Bight on 
which students arc accompanied 
by a psychologist. Fear is largely 
eliminated on a long-term basis. 
Graduates can then By more 
often and the effect of then- 
training has a lasting effect on 
other phobias, be says. 

Aviation medicine, an ack- 
nowledged part of the 
profession, matters on other 
counts too. 

Which chronically sick pa- 
tients can be allowed to By and 
how is one to handle people 

injured or fresh oat of the oper- 
ating theatre who need to be 
flown home? 


Hucb, — provided their pre- 
gnancy involved no oomph ca- 


Dr. Renatc Scherer of Wer- 


many. People felt too sure of 
themselves and doctors often 
forgpt to mention precautions 
against tropical diseases such as 
yellow fever , cholera, typhoid 
and malaria. 


Old Mod effective pmceotion- 
ary advice cannot be repeated 
often enough. Don’t eat un- 
peded font Don’t eat fresh 
sala d s. Don’t eat ice cream. 
Don't drink tap water or drink 


Dysentery, or intestinal in- 
Bammatfon usually accompanied 
by high fever and passage' of 
blood, was more serious. McriT 
ity Mockers must not be taken to 
■treat dysentery, only antimicro- 
bial drugs. 


He ide l berg said thugs might ia 
some cases be takmn as a pre- 
cautionary measure, especially 


need to be chocked carefully to 
make sure they can By, said Dr. 
Kay Gmssmann of WexBsacb. 

But chmoKxfijr sack patients 
suffering from, say, high blood 
pressure, asthma or diabetes 


tetanus, diphtheria , polio, 
measles and mumps were disre- 
garded by far too many people, 
she said. 

Travellers to some areas also 
needed to take precautions 
against rabies and cnoephaEtis. 
Effective vaccines existed 
against both, yet vaccination was 


In many cases diarrhoea is 
unpleasant but not dangerous. It 

can > however, lead to serious 
complications when A affects 
people with kidney trouble, car- 
diac and drculatory complaints 
or diabetes — and dukhan. 

Tablets must be taken when 
other measure, such as faking 
salt and drinking plenty of B- 
OT not «! rtnj * 

Dr. Robert Steffen Of Zurich 


trie complaints. 
A sc i e nti fic s 


B 


and etbacridin markedly Re- 
duced the frequ en cy of tztfd 


Drugs are now prescribed io 
an even more controversial con- 
text, to treat jet Jag, a disorienta- 
tion of " the biological dock, 
earned by kmg-dxstance fbgk& 
The body’s day-* nd-nigtt 

r hy t hm k parity controlled by * 
hormone, melatonin. A court* 



mapy drugs m the market of melatonin coaid help ccaafat 
°lZ. <were jet lag, sad Dr. Lutz Bergs* 


Folio, which had virtually 


being Tcuumdnced, Dr. Scbder 
sakL People travelling overseas 


doohtfu/ use. Motihty Mockers 
tbtf reduced wtestnul set i v ity 
wen soother matter. 

fit mort cases they were best 

°^° tocd anti-microbial 
drug? containing cotrimoxazoL 


Views may ttiffer on wbe&S 
tins is good or bad news for 
jet-lagged exec utiv es, but travel 


fy have no fear of redundancy— ' 


» 4'. 
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Prince 

(Ceatieued frant page 1 ) 


Wa shing t on about the imple- 
ae ntafion of the withdrawal, 
there has to be a subsequent 
d ge u wo n between the Iraqis 
and the Arabs about solving the 
Iraq-Xnwast dispute.” 

Answering another question, 
he said: 

“We have no position on wfaat 
is tnscally as Iraqi-Kuwaiti <fis- 
cqsskml. Our concern is 
withdrawal b e g in s, U-N. resolu- 
tion are implemented. I noticed 


er was saying that be does not 
accept partial withdrawals. X do 
not see really how withdrawals 
can be effective by Jan. IS. Let 
us assume that the green fight is 
given as a result of cfiscussxoo, 
aad those talks begin. Do we 
then assume that if they are 
partial by Jan. IS that *hy - war 
option would be exerdsed? I 
think we' have to exhanst the 
diplomatic option, and I do not 


ly given the very strong position 
on both sides... 


of Resolution 660 calls for, 
direct negotiations between Iraq 
and Kuwait, and afi parties who 
are saying foil impl emen t at ion of 
U.N. resolutions seem to forget 
that.” 

Replying to a question on 
Jordan’s economic problems re- 
sulting from the Gulf crisis, the 


“We have received a couple of 
hundred million dollars of inter- 
national assistance but that is 
part of a commitment of over 
SI. 4 billion. (In case a war 
starts) we are expecting a million 
evacuees from the Gulf and God 
knows what will happen in the 
occupied territories. It is not a 
pleasant picture at alL” 


Budget 


1 ) 


250 milli on has deprived the 
treasury of huge funds that could 
have been used to aeaxe jobs 
and reduce unemployment,” 
Murad said. 

Deputy Fans Nabnlsi (Demo- 
cratic Bloc, Amman ) who called 
for the formation of a national 
unity government, urged the 
go v ernm ent to stop servicing 
Jordan’s JD 8 L 2 faSfion foreign 
debt and asked that foe govern- 
ment refrain from further bor- 
rowing. 

Nebula, who. said his 
meat aborepresented the 
of fellow Democrat Fakhrf' 
Kawar, called on the govern- 
ment to curb imports and to 
review its investment pofioes. 

“The flight of national capital 
is one of the most devastating 
quakes that hit Third World 
co untries ,” he said. “And this is 
because of the impotence of 
financial and monetary policies 
that is mostly ran by backward 



Nabulsi asserted that real de- 
velopment could only be based 
on a sound educational system. 
He said that schools needed new 
curricula that “would create and 
deepen one’s loyalty to the 
homeland, and to its defence, 
that would teach the young to 
respect others and their right to 
fr eed o m of expression and that 
would eradicate ba c kw a rd n ess.” 

Deputy Mohammad Mnarar 
(Liberal, North Bedouins) said 
that the Gtdf crisis had revealed 
file danger in Jordan’s depend- 
ence on foreign aid. 

“Foreign aid is not comfort- 
ing. It is subject to changing 
pofiries that depend on personal 


he said. 

Muarar, who voted a gymw die 
budget, urged the government to 
find alternative marketr for Jor- 
dan’s products, to reduce im- 
ports, to exp loi t the country’s 
natural resources and to steer 
higher education towards labour 


After reciting some prayers, 
independent Deputy Ahmad 
Omidi Abbadi a Jong 

speech in which be said 
Josdaa was being besieged by 
enemies and brothers alike. 


go back to eating yoghurt, dates 
and maze bread rather *h*e 
their dignity and wacnomb to 
pres sure . 

“However, and before doing 
that,” be said, “we should pun- 
ish the corr u p t amo ng os.” 

Abbadi called on his fellow 
deputies to support Iraq aad the 
Palestinian intifada. 

Abbadi, who went to the 
podium with a pfle of doc um e nts 
and kept refer rin g to them, 
charged that more banks w er e 
feeing trouble “due tx> corrup- 
tion, embezzlement, and 
bribes.” He also that 

the Telecommunication Cor- 
poration was corr up t and waved 
an envelop drat he said con- 
tained the evidence. 

Abbadi call e d for the aboli- 
tion of the Ministxy of To urism , 
the merger of the Ministry of 
Culture with the Mzmsxry of 
Information and the merger of 


tion with the Mhostsy of Agri- 
culture. 

Deputy Thouqan Hindawj 
(independent Sail) read a state- 
ment on behalf of hfrrwif and 
fellow Salt Deputy Marwau 
Hmpod. 

Htndawi, who together with 
Hmoud voted against the 
budget, said that contradictions 
between the figures in the 


made very difficult to take the 
draft budget seriously. 

Hfodawi gave some example 
and deduced that “the budget is 
based on wrong figures and what 
b so based is wrong.” 

Hindu wi also criticised the 
handling of the Petra Bank affair 
and the fact that budgets of afi 
autonomous public insti t uti ons 
were not included in the budget. 

“Fifty per cent of public 
spending in the budget is para- 
lleled by an equal amount spent 
on other institutions and this 
obscures the whole picture of 
public expenefimre he said. 

He, like many other deputies, 
,.abp : caD$d for_ reforms, of the 
public sectors administration. 
'Deputy Salim Zoubi, a 
Nationalist from Ramtba, al«a? 
voted against the budget. 

Zoubi said that while “figures 
in the budget looked fine, but 
the reality is dark; we cannot 


Hie disputed the gove rnm ent’s 
assertion that the ec on o my was 
doing fine until the Gulf er* y *f 
erupted in August 
“The truth is the economy was 
stumbling before the crisis and is 
now only stumbling more,” he 


He charged that most of the 
gover nm ent measures to remedy 
the economy came in the form of 
increased taxes that would only 
burden the poor. He criticised 
the House Financial Commit- 
tee’s report for citing democratic 
change as being behind people’s 
acceptance of hardships. 

“Is the committee telling us 
that democracy means more 
taxes?” he asked. 

Communist Deputy Issa Mda- 
nat (Democratic Bloc, Karak), 
blamed past government policies 
for the country’s economic woes. 

Mdanat called for bolstering 


the country's production capac- 
ity. i review of foreign debs, 
curbs on imports and setting 
priorities for public spending. 

Deputy Leith Shnbeilat de- 
voted Ins speech to criticism of 


“Those who seek to enter the 
go v ernment are many, but they 
have no progr amm e and Hwy 
rhetoric is only tike sound 
bombs,” be said. 

He said that deputies should 
better formulate a practical 
programme for oppos i tion that 
would bolster their presence and 
would eventually put them in 


Depones listened attentively 
to Shnbeilat, who without turn- 
ing the Parliamentary Unity 

Coalition (PUC) accused the 

coaHtioa of being formed for 


»l 


“Had the coalition had some- 
tg more on its priority list 
cabinet seats, then that 
majority would have forced ma- 
jor changes in oar democratic 
march,” be said. 

lie charged that a great deal 
of political reform was inevitable 
and that Parliament at this stage 
should lay the ground for a 
sound democratic system. 

“I can’t see why foe hastg 
towards power before enacting 
constitutional amendments to 
protect partiamencs from being 
dissolved... and before enacting 
a new electoral law,” be said. 

“1 can’t see bow can we enter 
the gover nm ent before the gov- 
ernment exercises full powers 
over the centres of power in the 
defence and security “establish- 
ments,” be said. 

“I believe that if the Islamic 
movement devised a plan to 
amend the state laws one by one, 
it would be more effective for 
change than deputies entering 
the government,” be coodnded. 

After deputies their 

debate. Minister of Finance Jar- 
daneh replied. Jardaneh reiter- 
ated that had it not been for the 
Gulf crisis the budget deficit for 
1991 would have only been JD 
50 minion instead of JD 187 
million. 

He said that it was only natu- 
ral that Jordan would continue 
external borrowing. He said that 
donor countries masted on easy, ■ 
long-term loans. 

On Petra Bank, the minister 
said the government had to 
spend JD 250 million in the 
process of liquidation in order to 
protect the banking sector and 
its role in national development. 

He conceded however that the 
banking sector needed reforms 
and promised to modernise re- 
lated legislation. 

. He said that food subsidies in 
1990 reached JD 92.5 million op 
from an estimated JD 60 million. 

On autonomous in s ti t uti ons, 
the minister agreed with the 
deputies that their budgets 
should be included in the general 
budget, but said the laws riun 
created those institutions stipu- 
lated separate budgets. 

Jardaneh said the government 
had had extensive contacts with 
the U.N. and foreign countries 
in order to obtain compensation 
for the losses Jordan incurred as 
a result of tbe Gulf crisis. 

Prime Minister Badran was 
tbe last speaker in Wednesday 
session in the second day of tbe 
debate over the budget. 

U.N. vote 

(Coatinned from p* y X) 

Two key disputes remain. 
Turn odd explained. One is the 
wording of the international 
peace conference, which Israel 
rejects and the United States 
wants to see as vague as possi- 


ble, as weB as a reference to 
negotiations between Israel and 
the Arabs in tbe main text. 

The second a U-S. wording 
that <arefafly avoids establishing 
any link b e twe en the Gulf crisis 
sad tbe Middle East. 

Diplomats said Yemen, which 
holds tbe council presidency, 
had problems with the tiok a ge : 
issue while Colombia, Cuba and 
Malaysia were tiring k more as a 
bargaining point. 

AH members, however, agree 
to “deplore ” Israel’s decision to 


Mitterrand 


(C Putins td tram page X) 

necessarily fo the same way, but 
in tbe same spirit.” 

“We must put an end to this 
tension that overrides an events 
in the Near and Middle East,” 
he said. 

Mitterrand said the demands 
of tbe Sec uri ty Coancfl did not 
refer to an Iraqi polloixt from "a 
quarter, a third, or two- thirds of 
Kuwait” but from aD of the 


Mitterrand said he hoped 
efforts to arrange a dialogue 
with Iraq would succeed before 
the Jan. 25 deadline. 

“But the chanoes are fragile, 
very fragile,” he added. 

“If we can’t agree on a meet- 
ing to talk about a possible 


Iraqis and Americans, then Iraqi 
intentions are truly so intransi- 
gent that they risk provoking tbe 
irreparable,” Mitterrand said. 

Gulf force 


X) 

Waller’s comments raised 
eyebrows among deputies to 
Scfawarakopf and Powell, who 
said they were concerned that 
Waller had been too candid. 

Asked about Waller’s re- 
marks, presidential spokesman 
Martin Frtzwater said, “What he 
really said is they might not be as 
ready as they would like to be... 
for all the contingencies. ..** 

“But we are assured they will 
be ready to do whatever they are 
called upon to do,” Frtzwater 
said in Washington. 

Cheney and Powell have more 
strategy sessions Thursday and 
Friday morning before spending 
the rest of Friday and Saturday 
on pre-Christmas visits with 
U.S. troops. 

Charter 

(Continued from page 1) 
the freedom to form political 


Obeidat stressed that tbe 


in no way super- 
cede tbe Constitution and that 
“constitutional governments 
following the democratic 
coarse need no more than a 
clarification of these objectives 
that are based on the Constitu- 
tion and support the democra- 
tic transition.” 

Another major point of coo- 
tendon during the commis- 
sion's debates was tbe role of 

Mamin Shar ia m the docu- 
ment, according to commis- 
sion members. There were dis- 
agreements on the wording on 
the role of Sharia and tbe 
relation to the country’s leg- 
islation, said one member. In 
the charter Islamic Sharia is 
identified as “tbe major source 
of legislation” for the country, 
he said. More liberal members 
were pushing for a less abso- 
lute wonting such as “a source 
of legislation.” 

Obeidat said that during the 
debates, the Muslim Brother- 
hood called for more advance- 


mem “towards M»««g socie- 
ty." 

“In our civil application of 
legislation, this is already tak- 
ing place wherever possible.” 
he said. “There are many 
different int e r p r e t a tions in 
Islam winch provide for suffi- 
deizt ficribihxy in dealing with 


Obeidat said the Brother. 


an Islamic state, nuber “they 
recognise that Jordan is 
already a Muslim state — a 

parliamentary mo narchy with 

Islam as its religion. They all 
started from this concept 
which is in line with the Con- 
stitution and tbe wishes of the 


Another key issue dealt with 

in the charter a the question of 

die national identity of the 
Jordanian people. This 
assumes added significance 
when seen in tight of conflict- 
ing assertions as to wbo consti- 
tmes a Jordanian, or whether 
tbe mere possession of a 
Jordanian passport makes a 
Jordanian citizen. 

Obeidat said tbe charier 
deals with tbe issae of Jorda- 
nians whose orig ins are from 
the occupied territories no 
different from that of Jorda- 
nians from the East Bank. 

Indeed, be said, the Palesti- 
nian “identity is an identity of 
a struggle with political dimen- 
sions, fen this does not contra- 
dict the Jordanian Arab identi- 
ty.” 

In feet, he said the Jorda- 
nian identity is a “safeguard 
for Jordan against tbe alterna- 
tive (Palestinian) homeland” 
theory propagated by Israeli 


Tbe Jordanian identity, die 
former prime mi ni ster said, 
projects a single “Arab entity 
in tbe joint struggle and total 
rejection of tbe idea of an 
alternative homeland.” 

“There cannot be separate 
Palestinian and Jordanian in- 
stitutions in Jordan,” he said. 
“There is no distinction among 
Jordanians (regardless of their 
origin) in their rights and 
obligations regardless of race 
and religion," he added. 

“There are no two peoples 
in Jordan. There is only one 
people and national unity is 
the base for the Jordanian- 
Palcsrirrian relationship in the 
present and future,” he said. 
He also pointed out that Jor- 
dan had made its position very 
dear on the status of the resi- 


temzor- 
ies when it announced its dis- 
engagement from the West 
Bank in July 1988. 

Jordan now issues two-year 
passports for foe Palestinians 
living in foe occupied territor- 
ies to facilitate their employ- 
ment and education outside 
Jordan and occupied territor- 


“Tbcre is no doubt that the 
reality of the Israeli occupa- 
tion, foe decision to disengage 
legally and adminsitratively 
from the West Bank and tbe 
proclamation of the Palesti- 
nian state... and Jordan’s rec- 
ognition of die state has be- 
come the basis for fu t ur e rela- 
tionship between Jordan and 
Palestine,” Obeidat said. 

Tbe long-term future of this 
relationship, he explained, 
also depends on resolving the 
Palestinian problem and when 
tbe Palestinian people would 
be able to establish their state. 
“If there was a liberation or 
withdrawal from any pan of 
foe occupied Palestinian terri- 
tory and a Palestinian state or 
entity is established, then this 
relationship will have to be 


org an is e d in accordance with 
the will of the Jordanian and 
Palestinian peoples,” Obeidat 


“In tbe charter we consider 
tbe unity of tbe two peoples as 
an example for Arab unity and 
a means for tbe continuation 
of foe unity relationship be- 
tween Jordan and Palestine ,” 
he said. “Bui we respect the 
choice of peoples on the form 
of this relationship.” 


institutions were corrupt, Bad- 
ran said: “I keep seeing docu- 
ments waved and allegations 
made. If any one has any charge 
or document let him go to the 
prosecutor general and file a 


Poverty 


Badran 


V 


previous 24 hours, Fisher said 
in recounting another inst- 


l 


I) 


responded favourably. 

Badran echoed foie deputies' 
concern about foe rise in unem- 
ployment, but said, however, 
that the government favoured 
that the unemployed be 
accommodated by tbe private 
sector instead of the public sec- 
tor. 

Badran noted there were 
many employment opportunities 
in different sectors bin that the 
unemployed were reluctant to 
fin them. 

The prime minister said tbe 
gov e rn m ent had amended in- 
vestment laws to encourage 
more investment in industry that 
would create new jobs. 

On agriculture the prime 
minister said that foe govern- 
ment had increased allocations 
for the Ministry of Agriculture 
from JD 8.329 million to JD 
9.809 million. 

As for farmers' indebtedness, 
Badran said, the government 
had p rep ar ed a report on all 
agricultural credit funds that 
would be submitted for debate in 
Pariiament soon. 

Tbe prime minister also re- 
viewed the works of all minis- 
tries and their plans for 1991. 

In answer to frequent call* by 
tbe deputies to reform foe gov-, 
eminent apparatus, Badran said 
the government had started as of 
mid- 1 990 an administrative re- 
form plan that would be ready 
by foe end of 1993. 

Without naming Deputy 
Ahmad Oweidi Abbadi, wbo in 
many sessions had charged many 


picture k maced very 
bleak. What foe Gulf crisis 
has done to Jordan is to make 
h instantly a less developed 


country” prior to the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, Reid said. 

Both Reid and Fisher said 
while the Gulf crisis on its own 
could not be blamed for tbe 
overall situation, tbe econo- 
mic impact of tbe conflict had 
aggravated the problems 
accumulated over tbe past 
three years. 

“Here we have a skutanon 
where the gross national pro- 
duct of tbe country has been 
cut by 40 per cent even with- 
out a war in tbe Gulf,” Reid 
said poring a question on what 
the situation would be like if a 
military conflict were to break 
out in foe region. 

Tbe UNICEF officials paid 
tribute to Jordan's particular 
emphasis on maintaining its 
health and education prog- 
rammes for its people despite 
grave budgetary problems. 

Jordan, which has acquired 
an excellent reputation in its 
health services as evident in 
foe relatively low infant mor- 
tality rate of 35 per 1,000 live 
births, stands in need of ur- 
gent international assistance 
to address the poverty prob- 
lem, Reid said. 

“Doctors are now reporting 
cases of dysentery, something 
unheard of in Jordan,” Reid 
told the press conference. 
“They are also reporting visi- 
ble malnutrition, also un- 
heard of in the Kingdom,” 


he said. 

According to international 
experts, the brain ceils of chil- 
dren are developed during tbe 
first two years under proper 
nutrition, Reid noted, emph- 
asising foe long-term impact 
on the country’s intellectual 
wealth. 

Fisher said: “People wbo 
come to Amman see foe villas 
here but do not know of the 
actual situation" in the remote 
regions and some “hidden 
neighbourhoods” of the capit- 
al itself. Tbe accurate picture 
of the conditions of the living 
under poverty line has never 
been exposed before and tbe 
“drama of foe Gulf crisis” has 
propelled tbe fees into light, 
be added. 

The UNICEF officials 
could not attach any specific 
figure to the assistance the 
Kingdom needed. Reid said 
“correctly- placed aid and 
programmes" could go a long 
way in alleviating the suffer- 
ing. 

The survey is expected to be 
complete in two months' time, 
and its findings would be pro- 
cessed to figure out specific 
programmes and projects to 
address the prolbem, Fisher 
said. 

Reid said he had formally 
presented a copy of the Stale 
of the World's Children to His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan earlier Wednesday 
and discussed with him tbe 
problems of Jordan in relation 
to health and education ser- 
vices. “His Highness replied 
with an unqualified yes when 
asked whether Jordan would 
be able to maintain the pre- 
sent level of health and educa- 
tion services,’’ be said. 

At tbe same time, Reid and 
Fisher also warned that the 
entire situation coaid get out 
of hand in the event of war 
erupting in the Gulf. “Hope- 
fully, common sense and 
realisation of the massive des- 
truction and devastation that a 
(conflagration) would cause 
would avert a war,” Reid said. 


CANADA 


mr. JOHN GARUF1, president of 

INTERNATIONAL ENTREPRENEURS I.E.C. 
LTD, MONTREAL, CANADA, WILL BE 
STAYING AT THE MARRIOTT HOTEL, 
AMMAN. 

THURSDAY, DEC. 20-SATURDAY DEC. 22. 

INTERESTED PARTIES ARE KINDLY INVITED TO 
CONTACT HIM 
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ALWAYS CHOOSE 
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PACKMG, AIR FREX3K1 

FORWARDING, OOOR-is 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 

and. reservations. 


amin kawar a sons 

604696 
P.O.BOX 7806 


JEl 604676 





CROWN 
INTL EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, sioraging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Profeskmal^Quality in 
1 Hoar Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO pBoto 

30 % 
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Shmekani - Opp. GrindUy* 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Many viUas and apartments! 
are available tor rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

|For further details, pte*sa| 
call 

lAbdonn Real 


fT*L 810685k 810609, 

810520 , 


RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 



ELlfRAWT 

The first ft best 
Cttnew Restaurant 
in Jordan 

IstChde. Jaba! Amman, near 
AhfyyahGiris School 
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630-Midoight 



/ 


NC ' TflUVKUT 



\ 


CHEN'S 
CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tol: 818214 
Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

v p.tn. i 

X 6:30 - Midnight / 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

KflMmWT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Takeaway service 

available 

OpenDeay 12J0-130 pm 
7.30-ti.30pm 

After the PtifledelphHi Hotel 
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Tel 659519 6595?0 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAItOTEL 

iU2«il|la 


Amman - Tei 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Tele* 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Exoatriatesand 

Businessmen 
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Ryzhkov says economy sinking further I World Bank says Gulf buildup 
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MOSCOW (R) — prime Minis- 
ter Nikolai Ryzhkov said 
Wednesday the Soviet economy 
is m unprecedented decline and 
Western creditors are being, 
scared off by political instability. 

“Net only were we unable to 
poll ourselves out of a situation 
oa the brink of a crisis, on the 
contrary, we are now up agaww 
an unprecedented decline in 
production,” he told a session of 
the full Soviet parfijamcnL 

Ryzhkov said national in- 
come, the main indicator of 
Soviet output and economic per- 
formance, fell three per cent in 
1990. 

Official figures released last 
week showed industrial output 
fell 0.9 per cent in the first 11 
month s of the year and by 1,8 
per cent in November. 

Ryzhkov said productivity was 


down two per cent on 1989 levels 

and money supply for the year 
stood at between 22 and 24 
billion roubles ($38 bt&ion ax the 
official rate) — compared to the 
planned figure of 10 billion. 

The figures reflect the plight 
of Soviet industry scragging to 
meet commitments m key areas, 
particularly energy. 

It is also reflected in the hnge 
difficulties faced by consumers- 
trying to buy food and ocher 
basic household goods. 

The paitiament has approved, 
plans to end decades of central 
planning and move cowards a 
market economy. 

The International Monetary 
Fond (IMF) and other mold- 
lateral aid agencies are expected 
to encourage rapid r e form in a 
report on the 

du e to be published Friday. 


Many economists Name the 
slump in production on the dis- 
mintimg of traditional central- 
bed links and the absence erf new 

to replace 


President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
who last week issued a decree 
barring enterprises from estab- 
lishing direct trade links with 
either Soviet or foreign firms, 
painted a grim picture of econo- 
mic duos to partiamem this 
week. 

In his remarks to deputies, 
Ryzhkov said Soviet debt service 
requirements for the year bad 
dun bed to nine billion roubles 
($11. 5 billkm). 

Moscow has had trouble 
paying for imports this year doe 
to hard currency shortages and 
reforms that allowed thousands 
of firms to conduct foreign trade 


on their own for the first time. 

Bui Ryzhkov said the main 
reason for Western reticence in 
extending credit “is not so much 
the increase in indebtedness, but 
rather our state and political 
instability.” 

He said 1991 exports were 
expecred to fall 12 per cent and 
demand for foreign currency was 
rising to pay for food imports. 

These imports are expected to 
include 30 million tonnes of 
grain, 1.5 million Tonnes of meat 
and more than 12 million tonnes 
of dairy products. 

Some countries, inducting the 
United States, France, Spain 
and Italy, have offered 
government-backed loans to 
Moscow to help finance purch- 
ases of food and other goods in 
short supply. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, December 19,1990 Central 


US. dollar 
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522.4 525.5 

DU 132.0 


Japanese yen (for TOO) 4952 


(for 100) 
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to fight recession 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and setting rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on die London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.9340/50 

U-S- dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1-1555/60 

Canadian dollar 

1.4770/80 

Deutsdiemaiks 

1.6655/65 

Dutch guilders 

1.2655/65 

Swiss francs 

30.53/58 

Belgian francs 

5.0340/90 

French francs 

1118/1119 

Italian lire 

133.95/134.05 

Japanese yen 

5.5835/85 

Swedish crowns 

5.8100/50 

Norwegian crowns 

5.7160/7210 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 376-50/377.00 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks dosed higher in robust trading. A U.S. 
discount rate cut reinfor ced expectations of lower Japanese rates 
and pushed the Nikkei Index up 452.76 points, or 1.40 per cent, to 
24 , 876 . 78 . - 

SYDNEY — Most leadmg^stocl^' stayed’ flat "over coricemabotrt 
tiie economy despite Wan Street and Tokyo rises. ' The All 
Ordinaries Index rose 0.4 points to 1,284.1. 

HONG KONG — Share prices ended higher in sluggish trading. 
The Hang Seng Index rose 16.79 points to dose at 3,083.44 while 
the Hong Kong Index gained 10.99 to 2,020.24. 

SINGAPORE — The Straits Times. shed 0.76 of a point to end at 
1,173.64. “Investors lost confidence and dedded to take profits in 
the afternoon after early gains/' one broker said. 

FRANKFURT — The Dax Index fell 20.17 points to 1,457.2/, its 
lowest dose since December 4. Traders said there was widespread 
disappointment prices were not able to gain any lift from the 13 
per cent increase in prices on Wall Street. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed easier but above the day’s low as 
higher interest rates and year-end factors weight on the market. 
The all-share SPI Index dosed off two points at 912.6. 

PARIS — Share prices dosed slightly lower as the market's early 
enthusiasm over a U.S. interest rate cut waned on worries about 
the franc’s weakness and the Gulf crisis. The CAG-40 Index 
dosed 233 points down at 1,589.32. 

LONDON — Shares firmed in thm late afternoon tradi ng, la rgely 
on the back of a higher opening on Wall Street. The FTSE 100 
dosed 16.9 points higher at 2,178.7, with gains in banks and 
several companies with large overseas business. 

NEW YORK — A firmer opening was erased by midday in largely 
directionless trading. With Tuesday’s cut in the discount rate, 
investors looked for major banks to lower their prime rates. The 
,Dow average was off about three points at 2,62337 at 1710 GMT. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Federal Reserve (Fed) cut a key 
lending rate by one-half percen- 
tage point Tuesday, sending its 
stro nge st signal to dare that it 
intends to battle the growing 
weakness in the American eco- 
nomy with easier credit. 

The Fed announced that it was 
towering its discount rate, the 
interest it charges to make loans 
to banks, from seven per cent to 
63 per cent. 

It was the first redaction in this 
interest rate in more than four 
years. Analysts predicted the cut 
would prompt a reduction in a 
variety of business and consumer 
loan rates, including banks’ 
benchmark prime lending rate. 

The announcement came 
hours after the release of two 
government reports showing 
that consumer prices rose a mod- 
erate 0.3 per cent in November 
and that America’s trade deficit 
soared in October to $11.6 tril- 
lion, its highest level in 2Vi 

years. 

■ 

Analysts said the good news 
on inflation gave the Fed room 
to lower interest rates while the 
trade report showed the urgent 
need to do so by raising the 
possibility that the new recession 
could be more severe than pre- 
viously expected. 

For the last two months, the 
Fed had been making more 
modest moves at easing credit 
conditions by engineering reduc- 
tions in the federal funds rate, 
the interest banks charge each 
other, from eight per cent to the 
current 7.25 per cent. 

A reduction in the discount 
rate is the most dramatic signal 
the Fed can send of its intention 
to fight economic weakness with 
lower interest rates. 

The Bnsh administration, con- 
cerned by the signs of wide- 
spread economic weakness, had 
been pushing for some time for a 
more assertive credit-easing 
campaign on the part of the Fed- 

At the White House, pres- 
idential spokesman Marlin Fitz- 
water hailed the Fed decision as 
welcome news. 

“It should be helpful in prom- 
oting growth in the economy in 
the months ahead,” Firewater 
said. “This move appears justi- 


fied by tbc budget agreement 
and tins general slowdown.'’ 

Until Tuesday the Fed had 
resisted administration en- 
treaties for an aggressive easing 
our of fear that financial markets 
would be panicked into believing 
the central bank was abandoning 
its fight to restrain inflation at a 
time when the Gulf crisis had 
sent energy prices soaring. 

However, economists said 
that the December report on 
consumer prices, which showed 
them rising at a moderate annual 
rate of 3.7 per cent, had given 
the central bank confidence that 
the initial oil shock following 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait was 
beginning to abate. 

In addition, the steep wide- 
ning of the trade deficit raised 
concerns that the already bleak 
prospects for the economy in the 
fourth quarter would be even 
worse by removing one of the 
few remaining sources of 
strength. 

Brace Steinberg, and econom- 
ist at Merrill Lynch financial 
firm, said the Fed was pursuing 
the right course. 

. “It needs to be worrying about 
the economy going down more 
than it needs to be worrying 
about inflation,” be said. 

In a statement, the central 
bank said it had taken the action 
“against the background of 
weakness in the economy, con- 
straints on credit and slow 
growth” of the nation's money 
supply. 

Economists said they bad no 
doubt that the Fed policymakers 
are convinced the country has 
entered its first recession since 
the 1988-82 downturn although 
Federal Reserve Chairman .Alan 
Greenspan has stopped short of 
using that term, instead calling 
the current weakness *'a 
meaningful downturn.” 

The discount rate cut comes 
after a string of econo mi c indica- 
tors pointing to widespread 
weakness. Industrial output has 
fallen for there consecutive 
months while the nation's tm em- 
ployment rate has risen to 5.9 
per cent, its highest level in three 
years. 

Adding to the gloom was 
Tuesday's report on merehan- 
trade in October. 
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threatens to revive debt crisis 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Tbc World Bank said Tuesday 
the Golf crisis and resulting oil 
price increases were overpower- 
ing the progress developing 
countries had mode in the past 
two years in dealing with prob- 
lems of debt. 

In releasing its annual debt 
figures, the bank said that by the 
end of 1990 the external debt of 
developing countries is pro- 
jected to reach SI .34 trillion, as 
increase of six per cent in 12 
months. 

“The debt crisis of developing 
nations is somewha: less severe 
than two years ago. but the 
situation in the Gulf threatens to 
stall progress in some coun- 
tries," die bank said. 

It said developing countries, 
lacking access to new loans from 
outside to help cushion the blow 
of higher oil prices, were going 
to have to tighten their belts and 
make the kind of economic re- 
forms that allow them to hve 
within their means. 

“Domestic reform and mac- 
roeconomic adj usuries: have al- 
ways been essentia! to develop- 
ment and resolution cf the debt 
crisis, to be supplemented with 
external debt relief when neces- 
sary the report said. 

The increase in debt being 
added by developing countries 
reflects some growth in net lend- 
ing flows — meaning that new 
funds exceed tire amount being 
repaid. 

The figures, however, reflect a 
sharp decline in the value of the 
dollar, which distorts them. 


making the increase larger than 
it otherwise might be since debt 
is calculated in dollar terms, the 
bank said. 

The increase reflects new 
lending by Japan to support U ,S. 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady's debt initiative and the 
special lending programme the 
bank has for Africa. 

Lastly, the increase in net 
flows reflects the fact that some 
countries have stopped repaying 
their loans, adding to the buil- 
dup of the debt load. 

The bank said net new lending 
this year to help developing 
countries is mainly coming from 
other countries rather than from 
commercial banks which have 
cut back substantially in recent 
years and are continuing to stay 
away although there will be a 
small increase this year. 

The bank noted that higher oil 
prioes are helping 11 of the 
world's most indebted Third 
World countries. 

Mexico, die second-largest de- 
btor among developing nations, 
stands to benefit the most from 
windfall oil profits. Other be- 
neficiary debtors include Vene- 
zuela, Egypt, Nigeria, China, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, and 
Ecuador, it said. 

In its annual "World Debt 
Tables" for 1990-91, the bank 
said the Third World’s total debt 
rose to SI .341 trillion last year, 
up S80 billion from 1998. 

It reported that 107 debtor 
countries, not including the 
Soviet Union, will pay $110.5 


billion in principal and interest 
this year, up from last year’s 
S135.7 billion. 

The bank, owned by 154 gov- 
ernments, is the biggest source 
of international aid, lending ab- 
out $21 billion a year. Most 
Third World foreign debt is 
owed directly to governments 
and to private banks of richer 
countries such as the United 
States, Germany and Japan. 

“For some of these countries 
the gains from a higher oil price 
can be seen as some very neces- 
sary relief... in the situation 
they've already been faring,” 
said D. C. Rao, an Indian who 
directs the bank's international 
economics department. 

In its best-case scenario, the 
bank projected the price of oil 
will average $25 a barrel this 
year and $29 in 1992. dropping 
to $25 again in 1992. 

Within that scenario, the bank 
said the 21 indebted oil produc- 
ers would earn art extra $79 
billion over the three year 
period. Another 96 debtor coun- 
tries will have to spend an addi- 
tional $62.2 billion on imports of 
oil during that time. 

The biggest Third World de- 
btor to benefit would be'Mexico, 
which owes $95.6 bilbon abroad. 
Only Bratil, with $11.3 billion in 
foreign debts, owes more. 

The bank did not estimate 
bow much Mexico, might gain 
from higher prices for oil, its 
biggest export. Bat Smart Tuck- 
er of tbc Overseas Development 
Council, a private business re- 
search group, estimated it could 


be $10.2 to $29.1 billion a year. 

The bank said Brazil, which 
has little oil of its own, could pay 
another $7 billion or more bv the 
end of 1992. 

Others gaining from higher oil 
prices would be Egypt, with a 
foreign debt cf S18.S billion, 
Venezuela, which owes $33. 1 
billion abroad and Nigeria, with 
a $32. S billion foreign debt. Chi- 
na, Indonesia, Malaysia, Alger- 
ia, Ecuador, Bolivia and Congo 
are other debtors aided by the 
Gulf crisis. 

The bank said Jordan could 
lose 30 per cent of its national 
income because of the crisis, as 
sanctions against Iraq cut its 
trade and remittances from ex- 
patriate workers disappear. 

Saudi Arabia, tire Soviet Un- 
ion, ‘Iran and the Gulf states, 
which stand to profit most from 
high oil prices, are not heavily 
indebted. 

M. A. Adelman, a retired 
professor of economics at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, has siad that Saudi 
Arabia alette should earn an 
additional $50 billion a year at 
current oil prices. 

Some estimates have put the 
potential Soviet gain as high as 
$30 billion. 

In September, Michel Cam- 
dessus, the managing director cf 
the International Monetry Fund, 
the bank's sister organisation, 
suggested that countries profit- 
ing from tbc crisis might help 
those hurt by it. Officials say he 
b still working on the 


Recession 
grips U.K. 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s eco- 
nomy was given stark confirma- 
tion that it was ;a the grip of 
recession Wednesday when the 
broadest measure of economic 
growth registered a 2.2 per cent 
quarterly drop, the biggest fall 
since 1980. 

The decline in gross domestic 
product, which measures the total 
value of goods and services 
generated by the economy, in the J- 
three months to September com- 
pared with a rise in the second 
quarter of 0.4 per cent. 

The decline offered no solace 
to Prime Minister John Major 
struggling to find a remedy for 
Britain’s high inflation rate of 9.7 
per cent without setting off full- 
blown recession. 

The Conservative govern- 
ment's high interest rate policy 
has brought unemployment and 
bankruptcy to some companies. 

The weak British figures in- 
creased pressure on Major's gov- 
ernment for an early cut in in- 
terest rates. 

“The implication is clear 
enough that rates have to come 
down, but wfrh sterling still lan- 
guishing at the foot of the ERM, 
the easing will have to wait," said 
an analyst with Bank of America 
in London. 

But Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer Norman Lamont says he 
cannot ease the credit squeeze 
against inflation until the pound 
parks up in the exchange rate 
mechanism (ERM) of the Euro- 
pean Monetary System. 

Other official statistics released 
Wednesday showed Britain's eco- 
nomic outlook for 1991 was grim 
with manufacturers expecting to 
slash investment by more than 
seven per cent next year. 

The most widely accepted de- 
finition of recessiqn is two con- 
secutive quarters of negative 
growth. 


Gulf crisis wrecks 
Pakistani economy 


ISLAMABAD (Rj — Pakistan 
is on die verge of bankruptcy 
and desperately needs more 
foreign aid to avoid economic 
disaster, a senior Japanese offi- 
cial has said. 

Taro Ishibashi. director of 
loan aid zt the ministry of foreign 
affairs, said in an interview 
Pakistan could default on its 
debt because of the impact of the 
Gulf crisis. 

"The economy of this country 
b nearly on the brink of bank- 
ruptcy and one has to do some- 
thing to assist,” said Ishibashi, 
who b leading a delegation talk- 
ing to the Pakistani government 
about Japanese economic aid 
plans. 

Foreign aid donors should not 
put too many conditions on 
further assistance to Pakistan 
because of the depth of the 
problems it faced, he said. 

"One can’t afford to be too 
picky and choosy... we have got 
to take into account the econo- 
mic situation of this country, 
which b on the brink of going 
into default,’* Ishibashi said. 

Islamabad has presented 
Japan, which b its biggest aid 
donor and largest trade partner, 
with a wish list of 15 projects and 
other proposals it would like 
funded, he said. Among them b 


a plea for emergency assistance 
to overcome the effects of the 
Gulf crisis. 

Pakistan's foreign exchange 
reserves sank to just 1.30 billion 
rupees ($59 million) at the end 
of November, enough to cover 
only three days worth of im- 
ports, from 3.05 billion rupees 
($138 million) a year earlier. 

Iraq's invasion of Kuwait and 
its aftermath b costing^ Pakistan 
more than $2 billionth year 
because of higher oil costs and 
the loss of trade and remittances' 
from Pakistani workers who fled 
the Gulf. 

It was already suffering from a 
decision by the International 
Monetary Fund in June to halt 
dbbuisement of standby and 
structural adjustment funds after 
Pakistan failed to meet its eco- 
nomic targets. 

The United States dealt Isla- 
mabad another blow on Oct. 1 
when it stopped all military and 
economic aid after President. 
George Bush failed to certify 
that Pakistan did not possess 
nudear weapons. 

The aid was worth $564 mil- 
lion this year, along with pre- 
viously authorised military aid 
and unsubsidised military sales 
worth $2.7 billion. 



Khan A1 Khalili Products 

A special branch for gifts 
Asfour Chrysta! Chandeliers. Only agents in Jordan. 

American, English and Scandinavian furniture 

for homes and offices. 

Our stores are open on Friday Dec. 21 f 1990. 
Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle Tel. 641080, 652747 
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Israel sees 
$51b GDP 

TEL AVIV (R) — Mass Soviet 
Jewish immigration will help 
boost Israel’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) by 4.6 per cent 
tins year, compared with 1.3 per 
cent growth last year, the Cen- 
tral Bureau of Statistics said 
Wednesday. 

The bureau issued prelimin- 
ary figures based on the first 11 
months of 1990. It said GDP 
would be 102 bfljjon shekels (S51 
billion). 

But the projected rise is much 
smaller than the 8.5 per cent 
annual GDP growth the finance 
ministry says is needed to absorb 
one million Soviet Jews expec- 
tecd through 1992. 

The influx of more than 
160,000 immigrants, most from 
the Soviet Union, through 
November has prodded Israel 
out of nearly three years of 
stagnation caused by the Palcsti 
nian uprising in the occupied 
territories. The uprising dis- 
rupted industry and discouraged 
investment. 

Tfrc bureau said the main fac- 
tor m tins year's growth would 
be a 16 per cent rise in fixed 
assets, such as bousing, com- 
pared with a drop of six per cent 
in 1989. 

Investment in bousing con- 
struction will rise by 20 per cent 
in 1990, double 1st year’s in- 
crease. Housing starts in the first 
nine months of 1990 totalled 
27,700 units, against 14,500 units 
for same period in 1989. 

The immigration wave will 
widen Israel’s trade deficit, the 
bureau said, projecting a deficit 
of S6 billion, compared with $3.5 
billion in 1989. 

Exports of goods and services, 
suffering from a sharp downturn 
in foreign tourism and diamond 
sales. wUl grow just 1.1 per cent 
to $17.5 billion. In 1989 exports 
grew 4.6 per cent over the pre- 
vious year. 


CAR FOR SALE 

■ 

Pontiac Bonnvelie model 1983, 6 cylinders, full automatic, 
full options, duty unpaid. 

Please call telephone 750567. 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Each consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon, and 2 bathrooms 

with garage and garden. 

Location: Jabal Amman - near Fourth Circle — near 
Hisham Hotel. 

For more Information, please call Tel. 810415/6 

Amman. 


TWO BEDROOMS FURNISHED 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 

* 

4th Circle, Jabal Amman. 

Tel: 642855. 


WANTED 

LIVE-IN FILIPINO HOUSEKEEPER 

With working experience in cooking, cleaning, ironing, washing 
and taking care of children. Salary Si 50 - 5 200 depending on 
experience and ability. 

Call Tel. 677232 between 10:00 am - 16:00 pm. 



ANGLICAN CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN ENGLISH 

■ 

20.12.90 (Thursday) 4:00 pm: Christingle Service 

for children 

J3. 12.90 (Sunday) 8:00 am: Holy Communion with 

Christmas Carols 
6:00 pm: Christmas Carols in 
Arabic/English 

24.12.90 (Monday) 11:30 pm:M!dnight Mass 

25.12.90 (Tuesday) 11:15 am; Family Christmas Service; 

Tel: 628543 












*. “• L 


■ 

World News 


_ j . t _ 


JORDAN TIMES, 


-FRIDAY, DECEMBER 



Ryzhkov, on verge of quitting, 
says perestroika has failed 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Prime 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov, 
apparently delivering a farewell 
speech, declared Wednesday 
that President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's “perestroika'’ reforms 
as originally conceived had 
failed. 

"The fate of the government I 
head is pre-ordained,” said the 

prime minister, long criticised by 
reformist economists and radical 
politicians as an obstacle to ma- 
jor change and the transfer to a 
market system Gorbachev says 

he wants. 

Ryzhkov, 61, told the Con- 
gress of People's Deputies — the 
Soviet parliament — that oppo- 
nents of his government were 
aiming to destroy the entire 
Soviet system. 

He did not specifically say he 
was stepping down. But deputies 
in the hall said the tone of his 
remarks left little doubt that he 
did not expect to remain in his 
post under the president's prop- 
osed reshaping of executive 
power. 

“We have not managed to 
implement perestroika in the 
form that it was originally con- 
ceived,” Ryzhkov told the de- 
puties. Both he and Gorbachev 
bore their share of responsibility 
for this, the prime minis ter said. 

One of the country's leading 
intellectuals, 84-year-old 
academician and parliamentary 
deputy Dmitry Likha c hev, said 
Ryzhkov's remarks were “an 
admission that perestroika lias 
failed and that we have to start 
all over again.” 

At the same time, a group of 
liberal and radical intellectuals 
including some close to Gor- 
bachev, issued a statement 
saying perestroika in its original 


form had come to an end and 
called for a new centre-left coali- 
tion. 

Among reasons for his Own 
errors, Ryzhkov said, was the 
fact that he allowed the coun- 
try's traditional ideology to take 
priority over economics — a 
charge many radicals and eco- 
nomists have made against him. 

The prime minister made dear 
he disagreed with Gorbachev's 
efforts to restructure Kremlin 
power at this stage but said be 
was happy to have worked under 
Gorbachev. 

“I separate his tactical errors 
from his noble strategic aims," 
Ryzhkov added. 

Ryzhkov, appointed by Gor- 
bacbev in September 1985, said 
his government h$d been the 
target of an “undeclared war by 
forces... aiming to strike a blow 
at our state and our social and 
political order and finally des- 
troy it.” 

Calling for extraordinary mea- 
sures to block a growing crisis in 
the country, he appeared to 
align himself with army and navy 
chiefs who Wednesday urged 
Gorbachev to consider direct 
Kremlin rule in major trouble 
spots. 

The military leadens, together 
with top hard-line Communists 
and Russian nationalist writers, 
issued their appeal in a docu- 
ment circulated at the congress, 
where the president's own vision 
of a new union has come under 
bitter attack. 

The appeal, which also carried 
the signature of Patriarch Alek- 
siy of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, said the Soviet state was 
in danger from separatists and 
“anti-popular, anti-Socialist 
forces." 


Among figures signing the 
document, which clearly in- 
creases pressure on Gorbachev 
to crack down in some republics, 
were chief of general staff 
Mikhail Moiseyev, ground 
forces Commander Valentin 
Varennikov and navy bead Vla- 
dimir Chemavia. 

The appeal was issued as the 
presidents of Baltic Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia them- 
selves called on the Kremlin to 
rccogmsp the independence they 
have declared and protested at 

the continued presence of the 

Soviet army in their republics. 

Gorbachev has proposed a 
new treaty giving wider powers 
to the Soviet Union's constituent 
republics. But many of them, 
including Baltic regions, have 
rejected it as keeping most pow- 
er in the hands of a central 
administration in Moscow. 

Boris Yeltsin, the Kremlin 
chiefs main political rival and 
president of the giant Russian 
Federation, told the congress 
Wednesday the project meant 
continuing the “unlimited au- 
thority” of Moscow across the 
country. 

“Russia does not agree with 
the creation of a Kremlin dicta- 
torship which does not have a 
realistic plan for saving the coun- 
try,” the 59-year-oW Yeltsin, 
who enjoys wide popular sup- 
port, declared. 

“The way out of today’s situa- 
tion is possible only on the basis 
of a dialogue of equals between 
the centre and the republics. 
This is not the break-up of the 
union. It is the only means of 
saving it.”' 

6 die in Caucasus dashes 

Meanwhile clashes in the 


ethnically troubled southern 
Caucasus region of the Soviet 
Union have killed six people 
since last week, the TASS 
news agency reported Tuesday. 

The latest deaths occurred 
Monday night when two police- 
men were killed and another was 
gravely wounded in an aimed 
ambnsh In Azerbaijan’s 
Nakhichevan region, located be- 
tween the Republic of Armenia 
and the border with Iran. 

On Saturday, Armenian gun-’ 
men fired on a motor vehicle en 
route to Sbushu, in the disputed 
region of Nagorno-Karabakh, 


said in a report from Baku, the 
capital of Azerbaijan. 

The sixth death occurred on 
Dec. 13, when an Azerbaijani 
was killed and two people were 
wounded when a track convoy 
was ambushed en route to the 
Azerbaijani village of Umucflu, 
TASS quoted Azerbaijani KGB 
chief Vagif Guseinov as saying. 

He said e x tr e mi sts bad tried to 
provoke tensions in Nagorno- 
Karabakh by blocking access to 
the airport in its pr in c ipa l city, 
Stepanakert, according to 
TASS. 

Similar attempts to heighten 
tensions often occurred before 
important political events in the 
country, TASS quoted Guseinov 
as saying, apparently referring to 
Monday's convening of the 
national parliament, the Con- 
gress of People's Deputies. 

In the past two years, more 
than 200 people have died in 
ethnic dashes over the control of 
Nagorno-Karabakh territory. 
The area is populated mostly by 
Armenians but Azerbaijan has 
held it since 1923. 


Burmese 

dissidents 

declare 

parallel 

government 

BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
A group of Burmese dissidents, 
sidelined by a military govern- 
ment that has ignored an elector- 
al mandate for democracy, has 
declared formation of a rival 
government. 

Headed by Sein Win, the 
cousin of Burma's detained 
opposition leader Angri San Suu 
Kyi. the group Tuesday 
announced an eight-member 
cabinet at Manerplaw, head- 
quarters of the Karen National 
Union. 

All eight men won parliamen- 
tary seats in the May 27 general 
election. Ms. Suu Kyi’s National 
League for Democracy (NLD) 
won the poll by a landslide the 
government has refused to 
accept. 

Sem Win was named prime 
minister of the “national coali- 
tion gov e r nm ent of the union of 
Burma.” He said in a speech 
Hut forming the body “was die 
only option for us to cboosc 
because this military junta has 
no will and no way to transfer 
power to the people.” 

“Burma has become a coun- 
try shrouded by darkness be- 
cause of all the unlawful arrests, 
tortures and persecutions and 
human rights violations.” a dec- 
laration issued by the new gov- 
ernment said. 

Copies were made available in 
Bangkok Wednesday. 

The declaration said the gov- 
ernment stood for the immediate 
e limi nation of the military gov- 
ernment, the calling of a nation- 
al convention including mem- 
bers of the parliament and insur- 
gent groups, and the establish- 
ment of a "genuine democratic 
government,” to create “an in- 
dependent, prosperous and 
modernised federal onion of 
Burma.” 

It named eight people to a 
cabinet: Sein Win. Peter Lin- 
Pin, Win Ko, Than Kywe, Hla 
Pe. Them Oo, Hla Tint and Tun 
Oo. 

Sein Win is a member of the 
National Democr a cy Party while 
Peter Lin Pin was an indepen- 
dent candidate in the election. 
The others are members of the 
National League for Democra- 
cy. All fled the threat of arrest in 
Burma after their plans to form a 
rival government became 
known. 

The Democracy Alliance of 
Bnrma (DAB), an umbrella 
organisation of 21 ethnic and 
other rebel groups fi ghting the 
central government backed the 
declaration. The Karen are 
members of the DAB which has 
its headquarters in Manerplaw, 
located' along the frontier with. 
Thailand, some 192 kilometres 
northeast of Rangoon. 


Italian president at 
centre of political row 


ROME (R) — President Fran- 
cesco Cossiga, under fire over a 
secret NATO guerrilla network, 
appeared increasingly isolated 
Wednesday after a strong attack 
by Italy's Communists drew an 
ambiguous response from his 
political allies. 

Cossiga has been at the centre 
of a political storm since thre- 
atening to resign temprorarily 
unless the government rallied 
round him in the so-called Gla- 
dio affair. 

Opposition Communists 
pounced on the latest of his 
toughly-worded attacks against 
critics, although Cossiga bad 
targe tied a member of the ruling 
five-party coalition. 

He said Republican Party 
secretary Girogio La Malfa had 
been “imprudent and impudent” 
for suggesting that those who 
ought to dear up the Giadio 


controversy should themselves 
be investigated. 

As a junior minister in the 
1950s, Cossiga helped draw up 
the formal structure of the group 
that was supposed to organise 
resistance if Warsaw Pact forces 
occupied Europe. But Giadio is 
also suspected of links to unex- 
plained bombings between 1969 
and 1984 in which hundreds 
were kiUed. 

“This time, things have gone 
beyond the limit. I think all 
political parties must ask them- 
selves whether the highest fi- 
gures of our state are trustwor- 
thy or not,” Communist leader 
ArehiDe Occhetto told the weekly 
L’Eoropeo in response to Cossi- 
ga’s remarks. 

The rest of the interview, pub- 
lished Wednesday, was highly 
critical of the 62-year-old presi- 
dent. 


Slovenes, Belgrade clash 
over independence vote 


Sri Lanka 
army 
destroys 
rebel base, 
kills 25 

COLOMBO (AP) — Army 
commandos raided and des- 
troyed an important base of the 
separatist Tamil Tiger rebels in a 
pre-dawn attack Wednesday, 
fcflKng 25 guerrillas, military offi- 
cials said. 

The claim could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed. Destruc- 
tion of the camp would be a 
significant victory for the gov- 
ernment forces who have little 
control in the rebel-held Jaffna 
peninsula, 300 kilometres north 
of Colombo. 

The Liberat ion T igers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) are fight- 
ing to set np a separate nation in 
the north and the east of the 
; island. 

j At least 12 of the militants 
| were women who were guarding 
: the hideout near Jaffna Gty, the 
Izers stronghold, the officials 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugosla- 
via's stale presidency, stepping 
up the pressure on Slovenia, has 
denounced the rebel republic's 
planned independence referen- 
dum as unconstitutional. 

Raising the stakes ahead of 
Slovenia’s plebiscite set for next 
Sunday, the eight-man presiden- 
cy said Tuesday it could not 
accept what amounted to a un- 
ilateral decision to secede. 

The presidency, the highest 
constitutional body, said it bad 
asked the federal government 
and parliament to protect the 
country's integrity. It did not 
elaborate. 

The referendum is to decide 
whether the 1.9 million Slovenes 


want independence for their re- 
public. 

Slovenia, bordering Austria 
and Italy, is the most Wester- 
nised of the six republics and led the 
way in dumping communism in 
Yugoslavia after 45 years. ^ 

"The presidency cannot agree 
with, or accept, anyone's un- 
ilateral actions which threaten 
the .constitutional legal order 
and the integrity of the country 
and its interests.” a statement 
said. 

Slovenia's leadership quickly 
rej ected the charges and accused 
the Yugoslav presidency of 
trying to influence the outcome 
of Sunday's poll. 
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The military officials, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said the commandos seized a 
large number of* weapons, blew 
up a maze of bankers and car- 
ried bade the bodies of some 
rebels. 

The reported attack came a 
day after a land mine planted by 
the guerrilla exploded under an 
army jeep and kflkd Brig. Lak- 
shmana Wijcratne, the comman- 
der of security forces in the 
eastern Trincomalee district. 


Europe still too weak even with 
a Soviet collapse — NATO general 


OSLO (R) — A collapse of the 
Soviet Union would still con- 
front the West with a major 
military power in the nndcar- 
anned Russian Republic, a 
British general in NATO said 


NATO's 16 foreign ministers 
met in Brussels Monday and 
Tuesday to try to define a role 
for the tracs- Atlantic alliance 
after the end of the cold war 
and the ooQapse of the Warsaw 


General Patrick Palmer 
urged Western Europe to keep 
strong defence ties to, the Un- 
ited States, saying tire Euro- 
peans were too weak to defend 
themselves against even a dis- 
integrated Soviet Union. 

“The Europeans alone can- 
not balance the power of the 
Soviet Union nor of Russia in 
the longer term,” Palmer, 
commander-in-chief Allied 
Forces Northern Europe, told 
Reuters. 

The Russian Federation it- 
self, with 150 million inhabi- 
tants and the largest of the 15 
Soviet republics, would remain 
a superpower with a huge nuc- 
lear capability even if the 
Soviet Union collapsed, he 


“We are entirely content 
that the Soviet Union is show- 
ing no a ggr e ssi ve intent but it 
has a formidable capability in 
the north if things change,” 
said Palmer, who commands 
forces on NATO's northern 
flank — bordering Russia. 


A statement at the end of 
the talk* said U.S. forces most 
remain in Europe to guarantee 
stability, but seemed to paper 
over several divisive iss u es. 

NATO is concerned, for in- 
stance, that it could be over- 
taken by European Commun- 
ity moves to gain a security 
role for the first time. NATO 
European flank members No- 
way, Turkey and Iceland are 
outside the EC. 

At the talks, Washington 
complained that its allies were 
not doing enough to support 
the military buildup in the 
Golf. France also wants a big- 
ger say in European defence 
and threatened to walk out of 
the meeting in a row over 
NATO's future role. 

Europeanisation (of 
NATO’s defence) must not be 
at the expense of trans- 
Atiantic links,” Palmer said. 
NATO's northern flank, for 
instance, was dependent on 
reinforcements across the 
Atlantic in times of crisis. 


P almer said the Soviet Un- 
ion had continued to mod- 
ernise forces on the Arctic 
Kola peninsula facing Norway 
despite sweeping cuts by Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
elsewhere, he said. 

Ttie Kola peninsula is home 
base for the hnge Soviet north- 
ern fleet, including its 
strongest force of nuclear sub- 
marines and the likely home 
port for die new Tbilisi Class 
aircraft carrier winch is now 
undergoing trials in the Black 


“There is no sign that the 

modernisation of the fleet is 
slowing down,” Palmer said. 

Palmer said that the Soviet 
Union’s forces in the Lening- 
rad mili tary district, might be- 
nefit from the accord Untiring 
Conven tion al Forces in 
Europe (CFE) signed in Pans 
last mouth. 

In May, for instance, the 
Soviet Union transferred 40 
MiG-27 fighter bombeis from 
Hungary to the Kola peninsula 
— reclassifying them as naval 
air forces. Since naval air 
forces are a separate category 
under GFE, reclassification 
may have saved the planes 
from the scrapheap. 


De Klerk lashes out at ANC 


JOHANNESBURG, South 
Africa (Agencies) — In an esca- 
lating war of words. President 
F.W. de Klerk lashed out at the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) and other opposition 
groups Tuesday, accusing them 
of fanning the “flames of con- 
frontation.*' 

The speech was sure to in- 
crease tensions between the gov- 
ernment and ANC, coming two 
days after the nation’s largest 
black opposition group dosed a 
c onfere nce by taking a hard-line 
stand on a number of issues. 

De Klerk’s, televised Christ- 
mas message was moved up a 
week to respond to the ANC, 
and the president re f erred speci- 
fically to points raised during the 
group’s c onfere nce. 

“The time has come for the 
ANC to decide what they want,” 
De Klerk said. “Are they pre- 
pared (for) ... peaceful and 
negotiated solutions, or do they 
want to revert to the confronta- 
tion and conflict of the past?” 

De Klerk said there “can no 
longer be any excuse” for poli- 
tical violence and intimidation 


the door for grievances to be 


aired democratically. 

It Somc movements axe still 
caught np in these undemocratic 
and unacceptable strategies,’* be 
said. 

The president did not mention 
any political groups other than 
the ANC by name. But he dear- 
ly referred to the militant Fan 
Africanist Congress when he 
said: “Slogans such as 'one set- 
tler, one bullet* ... are absolutely 
unacceptable.” 

The slogan, r eferrin g to white 
descendants of Dutch settlers, is 
chanted at Fan Africanist rallies. 

De Klerk's harshest criticism 
was reserved for the ANC, 
which has been holding talks 
with the government over the 
past year intended to clear 
obstacles to full-scale negotia- 
tions on’ a new constitution. 

“It is disappointing that at its 
recent conference, the ANC 
appeared to have reverted to 
outdated rhetoric .and policies 
that form the flames of con- 
frontation,” De Klerk said. 

“They continued to talk of the 
transfer of power, while they 
know that the purpose of the 
proposed negotiations is to de- 
termine how ... power should be 


shared and domination 
avoided,” he said. 

De Klerk has pledged to dis- 
mantle apartheid and give poli- 
tical rights to blacks, who out- 
number whites 30 milli on to 5 
million. But he o p po s es a simple 
one-man, one-vote system, 
saying it would replace white 
domination with Mack domina- 
tion. 

The president said the ANC 
had “refused to acknowledge 
that any fundamental changes 
had taken place in South Africa 
— this despite the fact that for 
the first time in 30 years they ... 
could hold a conference ... with- 
in the republic.** 

Meanwhile the U.N. General 
Assembly, shedding years of 
strident rhetoric, Tuesday 
cautiously welcomed political re- 
form in South Africa but insisted 
that current economic sanctions 
be maintained. 

After the annual anti- 
apartheid resolution was intro- 
duced with speeches, adoption 
abruptly was postponed until 
Friday when more speakers 
could be heard. 


Colombian drug baron surrenders 


MEDELLIN (R) — Colombian 
drug baron Fabio Ochoa, one of 
the' country’s most-hunted fugi- 
tives, has surrendered to the 
government and officials predict 
fellow-bosses of bis cocaine car- 
tel may follow. 

Ochoa, considered by U.S. 
and Colombian authorities to be 
among the top three leaders of 
the powerful Medellin cartel, 
surrendered to justice officials 
at a ch ur c h near the Medellin 
Drag Centre Tuesday. 

It was the first major success 
for President Cesar Garina's 
policy of offering lenient terms 
to tempt drag traffickers to mm 
themselves in. 

The offer is aimed at ending a 
16-month -old drag war in which 
the traffickers responded to a 
government crackdown by kfll- 
ing hundreds of Colombians in 


bomb, blasts and shootings. 

Judicial sources say Col- 
ombia's drug lords may use the 
surrender of Ochoa as a test of 
the government peace offer and 
other may follow if he is well- 
treated. 

“This shows the whole world 
that there are more rational 
ways to make people submit to 
justice,” Justice Minister Jaime 
Giraldo told re p or ters. “SVbo 
would have thought three or four 
months ago that these citizens 
might surrender?” 

Ochoa, 33, one of Colombia’s 
best-known fugitives, is wanted 
for extradition to the United 
States on charges of drag traf- 
ficking and plotting the murder 
of a drag enforceme n t adminis- 
tration informer. 

In r et urn for surrendering and 


confessing, the Colombian gov- 
ernment commits itself to can- 
celling his extradition and to 
cutting bis jail term by up fo 
half. 

Judicial sources said Ochoa’s 
brothers Jorge Luis and Juan 
David, also in the top rank of 
cartel leaders, had made contact 
with the authorities recently and 
had shown interest in accepting 
the government's offer. 

Whether they surrendered de-' 
pended on how Fabio Ochoa 
was treated and whether he was 
given the legal, human rights 
and safety guarantees the traf- 
fickers demanded, the sources 
said. 

Giraldo said the number of 
requests for information re- 
ceived by the government sug- 
gested “that this will be a per- 
mancent task of surrender.” 


Albanian opposition wants 
poll put off, prisoners freed 

VIENNA (R) — Albania's 
opposition Democratic Party 
said Wednesday that parliamen- 
tary elections set for Feb. 10 
should be delayed and deman- 
ded the immediate release of all 
political prisoners in the Com- 
munist state. 

“The Democratic Party thinks 
it will be impossible to partici- 
pate in parliamentary elections 
on an equal basis with the (rul- 
ing) Communist Party unless the 
date of the election planned for 
Feb. 10 is postponed,” the new 
party said in a statement 

Spokesman Gene Polo said by 
telephone from Tirana that the 
party, Albania's first non- 
Communist political group for 
more than 40 years, would sub- 
mit its request to the authorities 
Thursday or Friday. 

He told Reuters the party 
would probably seek a postpone- 
ment of about three months. 

The statement, read by Polo, 


UNICEF asks leaders to ‘keep promise 9 to children 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
U.N. Children's Fund (UN- 


! well-being of millions of young 
people hinge on the political will 
of world leaders to invest in the 


malnutrition and AIDS 
threatens to wipe out hard-won 
child health gams, particularly in 


also said there was so place for 
prisoners of conscience in a 
democratic pluralist society. 

"For that reason the Demo- 
cratic Party will ask the pres- 
idium of the parliament to fee all 
political prisoners immediately 
and employ diem,'* the state- 
ment said. It gave no figure. 

The Democratic Party was 
founded last week after Presi- 
dent Ramiz Alia bowed to stu- 
dent protests and agreed to 
allow independent political par- 
ties. It applied for official reg- 
istration with the Justice Minis- 
try Tuesday. 

Albanian Radio said Wednes- 
day the trials had opened of 157 
people accused of involvement 
in anti -Communist riots.' 

In a new move, the Albanian 
parliament formalised bb prop- 
osal and adopted a decree per- 
mitting establishment of tire par- 
ties, providing they do not have 
an “anti-national” character and 
are not funded from abroad. 


Evoking the Gulf c risis . UN- 
ICEF asked whether “the inter- 


In its annual state of the 
world's children report released 
Wednesday, UNICEF called for 
a world- wide ef f o r t to end mass 
child deaths and malnutrition by 
the year 2000. 

“The mental and physical 
growth of a child cannot be* 
asked to wait until interest rates' 
fell or until commodity prices 
r ec o ver or until debt repayments 
have been rescheduled or until 
the economy returns to growth 
or until after a general election' 
or until a war is over,” UNICEF 


Asia, the report said, had both 
the worn and tile best record in 
caring for children. Industrial 
nations showed an in crease in 
dnldren firing below the poverty 
level while Latin American and 
African countries failed to spare 
children from budget cuts pro-' 
yoked by the debt crab. 

The report said that a quarter 
of a imOkm children die each 
week from c o mm o n diseases, 
obe child in three b stunted by 


community was pre- 
pared to act on the important as 
well as on the immediate, and in 
the interests of the powerless as 
well as those of the powerful.” 

The re p ort focuses on the 20 
goals for die year 2000 adopted 
at September's world summit for 
ehfldrea, including a one-third 
reduction in duld deaths and a 
primary school education for at 
least 80 per cent of poor chil- 
dren. 

“Will these promi ses be 
kept?”, asked UNICEF's execu- 
tive director, James Grant. 
“Will they translate into practic- 
al action to end the shame of 
40,000 children dying each 
day?” 

Despite the bleak future por- 
trayed in the report. Grant 
announced that the United Na- 
tions had sn c oc ed cd in achieving 
its 10-year goal of immunising 80 
per cent of the develop ing 
world’s children, thereby saving 


through 

But UNICEF rebuked both 


-developing and industrial na- 
. lions or still spending more on 
arms than duld care and even 
neglecting basic monitoring of 
child welfare. 

“In most countries it is easier 
to find out bow many video 
recorders have been imported in 
the last 12 months than it is to 
find out how many children have 
died,” the report said. 

UNICEF ^t*""***** that S20 
billion a year would meet the 
goals set in the s ummi t by 
reordering priorities, such as less 
s u p port for the well-off at the 
poor’s expense. 

Developing nations, it said. 

Should CUt down their militar y 
spending. In turn, industrial 
countries should increase debt 
relief and restructure official aid 
programmes, which devote only 
35 per cent to health and educa- 
tion. 

a 

Asia was singled out as a 
combination of the best and the 
worst. Japan, the world leader in 
child care. South Korea, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, 
Indonesia, Thailand and 
Malaysia were cited as nations 
whose investment in health, 
nutrition and education contri- 
buted to economic growth. 


China ranked High in 

care and education but the re- 

mahnxtrition among children 
under five was only slightly low- 
er than in Africa. 

But despite rising incomes, 
the rep ort said “poverty still 
found its c en tre of gravity” in 
Asia with 30 per cent of the 
world’s dnkl death* found in 
Rangiaifa«h l India and Pakistan. 

Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union showed ominous 
signs of sacrificing their children 
during a period of transition and 
turbulence. Hungary and Po- 
land, for example, showed de- 
dines in milk and meat con- 
sumption- Despite few available' 
statistics, the report said “the 

warning signs are there.” 

■ ■ 

Western nations showed an 


increase in the number of — — 
dren firing below official poverty 
tines since 1980, including the 
United States, Ger- 

many and Ireland. 

In Britain poverty increased 
from 12 per cent to 26 per cent 
since 1979 while the United 
States still ranked lower than 
West European countries and 
Canada in infant mortality rases, 
the report said. 



Doctor donates half 
of Nobel Prize : 
to cancer centre . ' 

SEATTLE (AP) — Dr. E. Don- 
ffaii Thomas, whose pioneering 
bone marrow transplants offered 
new hope to leukemia patients, . 
donated his half of the more 
than $700, 000 Nobel Prize award 
to a cancer centre. Thomas gave 
the money to Seattle’s Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Centre, where he fa a physician 
and a researcher. Thomas 
shared tins year’s Nobel in medi- 
cine with Dr. Joseph E. Murray 
of Boston. Thomas and Murray 
were credited with performing 
critical expe rim ents that opened 
the door to successful organ 
transplantation in humans. Tho- 
mas, 70, announced his gift to 
tiie cancer centre at a reception 
and dinner Monday night. 
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Hundreds visit auto 
parts store to see 
image of Mary 

PROGRESO, Texas (AP) — 
More than 1,000 people a day 
are flocking to the back of an 
ante parts store, past the spark 
pin gs and fan belts, to see what 
many believe is an image of the 
Virgin Mary cm the bathroom, 
floor. Each day as the multitudes 
arrive at Progreso Auto Supply 
in this tiny Mexican border 
town, owner Reynaldo Tterino 
directs them to the spot in the 
concrete of the shower stall, next 
to a toilet where thousands say 
they have seen the image of the 
mother of Christ. “She’s so 
beautiful, so beautiful,” 14-year- 
old Bonnie Maldonado said as 
tears streamed down tier face. 
The foot-wide image is in 
varying shades of gray that Tre- 
vino said used to be one shade. 
He said he first noticed it on 
Dec. 3. “I asked her, *why on 
the floor? Why the bathroom?*” , 
Trevino said. The 45-year-old 
Roman Catholic said something 
within his heart told him to 
spread the message that the Vir- 
gnif Mary’s presence on the floor 
ijntabolised the way many neg- 
P ted their faith. “So I started 
telfing every customer who came 
in,” *.he said. “Before I sold 
them a part, I took them back. 9 
Officials at the Roman Catholic 
archdiocese in Brownsville have 
declined to comment on the im- 


Mom tosses baby, 
then collapses in 
fire 

NEW YORK (AP) — A two- 
month-old baby trapped in a 
burning a partment bouse was 
saved by two quick-thinking pas- 
sers by who used a trenchcoat to 
catch the infant after her mother 
dropped her oat of a fourth-floor 
window. The baby, Amanda 
Morales, fell 13 metres into the 
arms of Brace and Karen Pane, 
a brother and sister who were 
driving by the house in Brooklyn 
Monday morning when' they 
beard the young mother scream- 
ing for help. The pair used 
Karen Pane’s coat to catch the 
baby, who escaped serious in- 
jury. “There’s no way yon can 
blow a catch like that,” said 
Brace Pane, 35, an avid softball 
and touch football player. “I’ve 
node a lot of pressure catches, 
but none with that much press- 
ure on it.” The mother, Susan 
Seymour, 20, then staggered 
away from the window and col- 
lapsed. 

18-y ear-old gets 
38 years for 
pelting motorists 

UPPER MARLBORO, Mary- 
land (AP) — A teenager con- 
victed of hurling rocks at passing, 
motorists last May on the capital 
beltway engir ding Washington 

has been sentenced to 3814 years 
in prison. Prince George’s Coun- 
ty circuit Judge William Missouri 
has sentenced 18-year-old John 
L. Burgess on a total of eight 
felonies and 28 misdemeanors. 
“You are young, and it grieves 
me now that I must impose das 
sentence upon yon,” said Mis- 
souri. “But it also grieves ok 
that destiny Morris will never 
rise above the (mental abilities) 
of a third-or fourth-grader,” 
Missouri safiL Miss Morris, now' 
16, was among 30 people hi 24 
vehicles who were injured in the 
May 27 attadc.'Once a promi s in g 
artist, she has undergone inten- 
sive treatment and therapy since 
the attack. She returned to her 
home this month. Burgess, who 
could have been sentenced to a' 
maximum of 415 yean, confes* 
sed that he and two others threw 
dozens of rocks at motorists for 
fun. Another youth abd has 
been convicted in the case, and a 
thrid will stand trial in February- 
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